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approaeb nearer to the glory of the latter daj, some- 
thing new, perhaps, nmj be expected with regard to 
the imaGcompfiBhed prophecies which respect that 
happy age. 

The aothor has ranariced with extreme eoncehit 
that among the many dignified preachers, who hare 
distinguished themselves at onr established lectures 
for the defence of Chiistianity, few indeed bare trei^i- 
4sd of the new birth, and of the operatioBs of the Holy 
Spirit They have displayed their learmng in dull 
and sober argumentation, but hare neglected to warm 
and interest the heart. This is the real cause why 
their volumes have produced so little effect, and why 
they have remained in fair bindings for a hundred 
years. What can be more insipid than a mere system 
of religious notions, eold and unapplied? If it be 
leally true, in order to avoid enthusiasm, that the un- 
derstanding alone is to be exercised in religious con- 

~ cems, how is the depraved heart to be reformed, and 
man restored to the image of Odd ? 

The peculiar bias of this age towards infidelity, ren- 
ders it necessary for &6 Christian world to be acquain- 

' ted at laige idth the foundation of their faith, and to 
8ecare4heir conse<crated offspring against the prevail- 
ing corruption. Deism, Soelnianism, Materialism, and 
innumerable casts of skepticism, have gained the as- 
cendancy in our literary producticms; Were the cou- 
^gioif confined to novels and plays, complaint would 
.scarcely be made ; but it eontan^Aates our Eneyclo- 
t, Beviews, Travels and Sermons. Hence, our 

^mibtcrtptiou libraries, so well calculated to diffuse 
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knowledge and improTe the mind, are likely to be- 
come iiutitutionB of ruin to the enlightened part of the 
nation. It is deeply to be regretted, that the gentry 
and tradesmen who pay an exterior reverence to 
Christianity, should be so incautious or lukewarm a5 
to cr6wd their libraries with books of tiiis description. 
Secure and unalarmed for themselves, they treasure 
ap with perfect indifference, a source of immoral doc- 
trines for their children and the rising age. 

From books, and characters of this description, 
Christian parents, so circomstapced, cannot wholly 
secure their children. They abopnd 10 all the puh> 
lie intercourse of society, and frequently find their 
ipray into the retreats of private life. Every one should 
therefore be armed at an early period against those 
licentious principles, which at once would supecsede 
tte laws of morality, and rob him of his immortal hope 
in Jesus Chrbk 

Toung people, especially, shonid be apprised of 
the method which infidels take to destroy the faith. 
They seldom attack Christianity by argument, be- 
cause they cannot succeed by their boasted powers 
of reason. They seldom appeal to historic evidence, 
for Christianity is already established by facts, and 
many of those facts have been' acknowledged by iis 
enemies. But wit is their favorite fort. By this mere 
appearance of argument, people of weak and dissi- 
pated minds are readily prevailed upon to give up a 
religion so restrictive of their passions, and which they 
were never instructed to defend. With him who is 
properly acquainted with the truth of his religion, the 
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case is otherwise. He appeals to the glory and ful* 
ness of the internal evidences of Christianity, as ad- 
mirably adapted to promote the happinees of society, 
to aiOford adequate consolation to sinful men, and to 
secure the honor of God in our salyation. He takes 
sanctuary under a cloud of evidence, deduced from 
tiie indisputable accomplishment of the scripture 
prophecies. By these, St. Paul confounded the Jews 
at^Damascus ; by these, Porphiry, in fact, coiifessed 
ihimself vanquished, when he said, that Daniel's pro- 
phecy of the seventy weeks was written after the 
events had taken place. He retorts the arguments of 
infidels on their own absurd and contradictory systems. 
They shrink for want of ground, while he remains ua- 
ahaken on the rock. 

However, it Is not argument alone, but holiness^ 
produibtive of every virtue, which is the ultimate ob-* 
ject of religious education. In this view, it is essen- 
tially Connected with domestic happiness. Parents, 
mott assuredly, would have their children to be pos- 
sessed of virtue, and especially, of filial virtue. But the 
moral conductrfeqidres the support of moral principles. 
The wiser heathens discovered, at an early period of 
society, that virtue -could net be supported unless 
ibnnded on the belief in a Qod^ a providence^ and a 
Juture State. No mah will properly honor his parents, 
who does not hbHoV and worship his Maker ; and no 
man will be deterred from the commission of secret 
crimes unless he believe that he cannot escape the 
judgments of Ood. Would we, therefore, prevent the 
embarrassment and ruin^ the seduction and suicide. 
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Which so frequently attend a life of dissipation and 
infidelity, we shoaid habituate our children to con- 
verse with truth, with providence, and with their 
own hearts. Religious instruction should constitute 
an essential branch of education in all our pubUc se- 
minaries. A tutor is not qualified for his office, unless 
he teach his pupils to prefer the sacred scriptures to 
the classics of Greece and Rome; and those Chri:- 
tian philosophers who have so happily united revela- 
tion and literature, to those unprincipled authors who 
have distinguished themselves in the schools of infi- 
delity. 

Children are educated for business, and accom- 
plished for the world, with the utmost attention. N6 
cost is spared to procure them the best books, and the 
ablest teachers. But the Christian philosophy, which 
alone can set them right as creatures with their Cre^ 
ator, and as sinners with th^ir Saviour, is left to be 
gleaned from detached sermons, and a few family 
hooks, which are perhaps ill chosen, seldom read, and 
never studied. Hence it is, that they never under- 
stand the beauty and perfection of the religion they 
profess. It has nevei^en exhibited to them in such 
an entire view, as to gain the judgment, and impress 
the heart : consequently, they can never embrace it 
with an enlightened and conscientious regard. 

To accomplish these desirable objects, and exhibjt 
the Christian religion in as enlarged a view as corres- 
ponds with the brevity of the work, has avowedly 
been the wish of the author. He has commenced 
with natural religion, and followed th« ^»^^ ^^ V^^ 
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jdual rerelatipn, thfoqgb ^ Patr^ha), tii^ J^wUb^ 
and Chriftian fJ^p;9^8atio|l8 ; beeawc:, h^xig immedi- 
f^tel7 cosnnecM, tli^jr il)i|8trate each otber* H? has 
#.iMleavQre4 to comiiict the devout pupil from the out- 
i!f99i to the inner courts of the temple ; that having 
j|ei9arely y]i)Hr<B4 Ae asyi^ Pftita, he maj he ahle If 
contemplate the ^^dquraUe wia^p^^ of Go^ In th? 
jHMnhiiiatipn of the whole. Th^^ vqrh beifig design- 
ed for scboob aijid fuqiUes, is dividi^d into sectional 
9*4 th^ fi;^ument9 are nnmheifed IP Roman o^^pitaH; 
the iMHuiexkui heii^ rendered easjr by dlsti^cUoMr 
and the lessons proportioned to the time and c^ip^ilj' 
-of the reader, the progress is fia^tated. But here, 
as in the acquisition ofsjcienQe, verbal explication^ 
should be given of the terms. And hy going two o^ 
three times oyer the boOk, in this way, the pupil will 
be initiated into the Chri$tian religion, prepared td 
read the sacred scriptures w^th pleasure, i^id to hear 
sermons with edifici^tion. 

May the almighty God give his blesjsing to thes^ 
poor labors, fiitd so irradiate the mind of the reader, 
that he may pay ati enlightened hpmage to his ]M[aker» 
aAd reppse his fiK>ul in th^e a qaa,o f his Redeemer, fh>ni 
a full conyiction of thi^ tri^pRiiid n^o^^fa^eiie^ of 
the Ghrbtian religion. 

Leeds, ifXiy 10, 1808^ 
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n n*^ pomt ici has 4^ linuerf sans oaiibrc% 
IXea ne sV moatre i nous aae aom de voilea loiiilmi^ 
La colonne qvi kit dan ce o^sert afteuz, 
Tourne aiun qMd^peiblB K91 cfttfi t6ii€br^^s 

a MlMBu 



Entbbiko mm 9i» th^ subjeetyiwhieh eomprBheBd 
our happinesB in this and the future world ; wkif h du 
covers the nature, and fixes the rewards pf vice an 
Ttftue; which unfolds the divine economy in the res 
toationof man to holiness and heaven, it solicits 1 
consideration adequ^HMp its importances and claini 
tibe study of onr cal^R ^nd most retired momenti 

iSt survey of the visible heavens, C9pnectcd wit] 
the minuter studies of natural histcNry, i^Iways inspire 
the heart with devotion ; and f m^ptures the soid wit! 
gratitude to the Creator, wlio ^ possessed 9i pediM 
Qons and happiness iar a;hove idl that i^ortaif cai 
^mpjehend* We shall therefore commence by a dc 
monstration of his being and attribntes deduced fircns 
his works; and li^ down tbe received doctiinea c 
natural religion, as the basis of the ChTUtiAa\C«hicU 
Here our sole eabarrawmeiit is a eav^nddvsAssBkS^ 
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proof; — we are dazeled with lustre, the whole univeft% 
being full of the divine glory. 

1. The existence of one supreme and eternal God, 
may be proved from the unanimous consent of all ages 
and nations. Though the heathens worsMpped innu- 
merable divinities, yet on emergencies, or whea sur- 
prised by some sudden calamity, they Would exllaim, 
^ O the great God I O the good God r or, '< O the tru« 
God V^* Hence it is presumed, considering the diver- 
sity of their mythology, that they could not have been 
so unanim6us in these exclamations, had not God im- 
pressed a conviction of his being and perfections, oo 
every bosom. 

2. The spacious firmament of heaven ; tlie magni- 
tude, splendor, and harmony of its orbs; the varietyt 
beauty, and uses of plants ; the numerous substances 
of which the earth is composed ; the mechanis:ii, and 
forms of animal bodies, are so many striking eviden- 
ces of the existence of the great Creator. Whether 
we view them separately, or harmonized in the glo- 
rious universe, they exhibit marks of contrivance and 
skill, which can never be fathomed. They all tend 
to some good, and must have proceeded from an over- 
flowing source of wisdom, power, and love. 

3. The being and pefections of God are further de- 
monstrated by the preservation of harmony through- 
out the universe. The revolutions of the planets — 
the succession of the seasons — the growth of vegeta- 
bles — the proportion of males u^females, are connec- 
ted with an immensity of mindH|hovements; and yet^ 
the whole is Conducted without discord, and without 
defect. How amazingly grand is the idea it presents of 
the comprehensive wisdom, the njpver-faifing provi- 
dence, and immutability of God! 

4« The being and perfecti(Mis of the Deity are far- 
ther proved from the rational powers of the human 
soul. By history, it can assemble all the [^receding 
ages; and by prophecy, anticipate the future : it can 
Converse with an immensity of objects, and draw con* 

* Justin Martyr'f AgfUtgy^ 
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elusions from feaefa; and jet, this amazing soal is no 
more than a fniie being, circumBcribed in all its pow* 
ers. Ho^ inconceivably great and wise must he be, 
who has limited and proportioned the powers of man, 
and in whose sight allmrorlds of beings are as nothing t 

5. The moral feeUngs of the human heart prodoctt 
a worM of evidence \o the same effect. The remorse 
which is felt for sin, and especially for secret sin, and^ 
the pleasing sensations which attend the practice of 
▼irtue, impress a conscioosness on the heart, of the ex- * 
istence of an omniscient Judge, who frowns on the 
iricked, and smiles on the good. 

6. The helpless state in which infants are bom, and 
in which quadrupeds produce their young, demon- 
strates, that the first beasts, as well as tiie first parents 
of mankind, were produced in stature sufficient to 
subsist on vegetables and fruits, and without the 
warmth and nourishment of milk* This proof of the 
commencement of our existence, equally proves that 
there must be a God,or acauseof our existence, who, in 
our creation, has deviated from the laws of generation. 

7. Reason and d[>servation demonstrate, that the 
earth also was created. Its revolutions are regulated 
hy fixed periudo, and uo number of periods can be infi- 
nite. Nor can it have existed from any very remote 
period, or the rains and floods, which constantly wash 
away substances from the mountains, would have le- 
telled them with thf valiies. The same may be oh-- 
served with regard to^^des which warp the marshy 
grounds ; they must I^^B^o have raised them equal 
to the highest inundaflBF^ 

Hence every greatufe manifests tiie existence of the 
great Creator, who^iA discovered the perfection of 
wisdom in tlie fonnnaii and harmony of tiie world, 
and manifested his goodness to eveiy creature. May 
we adore his exalted majesty with an enlightened 
and a humble reverence ! may we praise him with a 
gratefoi heart! and inatate him in all his works pf 
holiness and tnith. 

' II. The doctrbie, whisifi ranks, ia^noint oC in»^t« 
tane^ next to the beinif of God, i«n \b» \saias»V^\^^ 
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of the soul. The intimations which the reKgion of 
nature affords U|K)n this subject, have been strong 
enough to satisfy the more wise and virtuous among 
the heathens ; and it has scarcely ever been doubted 
by man in a savage state. We shall select the argih 
ments which seem the most conclusive. 

1. Matter, however modified, can neither reason* 
perceive, nor will : hence, that being, in man which | 
is endowed with these powers, must be distinct from 

•the body, it can have no principles which tend to cor- 
ruption. 

2. The powers of reason, perception, and volition, 
being independent of sensation, as appears from the 
phenomenon of dreaming, prove, in the opinion of 
many, that the soul may exercise all these powers 
when the senses are dissolveo; and consequently, 
that it is capable of an immortal existence. 

3. The love of immorlality, which all men feel, 
especially good men, attaches a strong probability to 
the doctrine of a future state : God having formed the— 
eye for vision, gratifies it with a world of sublime and 
beautiful objects ; and having formed this love of im- 
mortality the strongest of our propensities, we have 
the justest ground of oon&denoe tiiai he will also gra- 
tify it If Qtherwbie, Ibis propensity was given us in 
yain; because it 11 distinct from the principle of self- 
preservation. 

4. The inexhaustible resources of knowledge and 
happiness which God hath^l^ided for our enjoy- 
ment, and the continual j^^V^ which the soul is 
capable of making in virtuli^jbngly indicate the re- 
ality of a future state, and the immortality of the soul ; 
because in this short life we 4 lt be fore we have more 
t])an glanced on the works t^lMation ; and those 
providences which sO immediately coiy^ern us, we 
leave involred in clouds of darkness,, which the 
wisest mortals are unable to penetrate. 

5. The immortality of the soul is also inferred froni 
the moral government of God. In this world, the 
virtuous often suffer from a complication of evOs 
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^hile the wicked are indulged in affluence and re« 
pose. Little children suffer also both pain and death ; 
and it seems highly improbable, that the God of infinite 
felicity should have created these amiable beings for 
the sole purpose of suffering exquisite misery. That 
.he should have made a difference in the distribution 
of temporal and intellectual endowments, is agreeable 
to reason ; but, that he should really afflict the inno- 
eent, find prosper the guilty, seems, in a moral yiew, 
to require a future state of rewards and punishments, 
in which he will clear up the obscurity of providence, 
«aid discover the equity of his ways. 

If this life, therefore, be a probation for that which 
«s to come, if every action be connected with ever- 
lasting happiness or misery, how careful should we 
\}e to abstain from evil, how vigilant to do good, and 
liow emulous to prepare the soul for the exalted hap- 
piness of a future world ! — O imtnortal God, hast thou 
tenanted these perishing habitations with a being of 
such d^nity and worth ? Let us never degrade it by 
ignoble and sensual pursuits. Deign of thy great good- 
ness to guide our steps to thee, the author and end 
of our existence ; that seeking our happiness, not in 
the transient enjoyments of this life, but in loving 
thee, the source of everlasting happiness and model 
of all perfection, we may find the consolations of pure 
religion, the vast retvards of immortality, and eternal 

joy- ^1^ 

III. Htfving consi^^Hthe being of God, and the 
immortality of the 8^^% the basis and permanent 
obligation of pi«ty, wjb eha^ proceed to consider man 
as an inhabitant o^^ naM^l^ the morale and the so- 
cial world. This smll be 'done with a view to make 
some further traces concerning the doctrines, duties 
and defects of natural Religion. 

1. In the natural world, were the happiness pf man 
unconnected with real misery, we should regard it as 
very exalted. The sun diffuses bis genial beams over 
him by day, and the moon and stav^ \U\\\xv\xv»l« 1^ 
eaght Suwmer and winter » seed-tim« ^w^ \)»rs^^\. 
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suceeed one another without interniptSon. The earth 
mpplies hhn with food, and rewards his toil witb a 
liberal increase. Ifis eyes have an amide rangp 
throu^ the universe^ and, with the rapidity of his 
thoughts, compensate for the confined situation of his 
body. His wants are all supplied by moderate labor, 
his pains and sorrows are alleviated by innumerable 
indulgences, and all his powers are gratified by the 
contemplation of nature's inexhaustible soufces of 
beauty and delight. What has he then to do but to 
gladden his toil with hymns of praise to his Maker, 
and to kindle his soul with the flame of philos^phipal 
devotion ? — But oh ! as the skipping lamb is s^iiei by 
the prowling woU^ so death, inexorable death, rudely 
breidu in upon all hia coBifwt«, i^ blasts his hopes 
by a single stroke ! 

2. In the saeial w<ffld, if a man have the happiness 
to descend fipom virtuous parents, and to fibrm virtu- 
ous connexions, ^is comforts are of a very endearing 
nature ; though not without such a mixture of evils as 
forbids immoderate sorrow for the loss of friends and 
^^ children. He is caressed in the bosom of bin family 
. with the fondest affection, and surrounded with the 
Endearing iteiativeB of fatiier — mother — ^brother — sis- 
teiv— tutor and friend. His happiness is made the grow- 
ing object of his parents' hope. Surely then he ought 
to obey their wise and just commands, and to rever- 
ence and cherish their ho^Mve* In the world at 
large, he sees some provid^^^Hl, and others raiment, 
for the public : he sees raRK traversing the seas, 
and by the imports and exports of useful and luxurious 
comforts, connecting the* whol^arorld as one great 
empire. In private life^ bis re{MR and property are 
protected by equitable lawfi, and those Ifiwa enforced 
by a gradation of magistracy from the prince to the 
people. This view of society should instruct him to 
regard every man as a brother, friend, or patriot. It 
should dispose him to conform to the laws; obey tlie 
magistrates ; and honor his sovereign, as the most sa- 
^jpd person, in whose happiness is involved the havi- 
■isv ofifJJ his subjects. 
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3. From this flallerinp; sketch of social life, we pro- 
I'.red to the moral world, in w hich the sad rererpe of 
ihiiigs is generally presented to our view, 'riiose vir- 
tues wiiich should he the brightest oriianieut? of hu- 
man nature, are so contaminated with selftshnesj*, 
and the prevalence of deceit or open fraud, that the 
dearest friends and relatives are afraid to trust one 
another. The strong propensities of mankind to in- 
temperance and sensual indulgence ; their fondness 
of the resorts of vanity, and, we may frequently add, 
♦ he haunts of infamy, are productive of fatal con- 
sequences to personal and domestic hap\>inej:s. Oaihs 
and honor are violated, and characters indelibly staiu- 
ed in the seduction of unprotected innocence; nor 
can it be said, that a ruined woman has any adequate 
means of rech'ct^s. Among the great nations in w hich 
the glory of empire is a prevailing principle, trivial 
iiifnugements of treaties, or violations of the law s of 
commerce, are embraced with avidity to occasion dc- 
•structive wars. Peaceable provinces are half depopu- 
lated and ruined : and seldom does the contest cease, 
till the flower of their youth is cut off, and till their 
resources are exhausted. O whpt pride, rage, and 
revenge, is in the heart of man ! O ^s hat carnage, what 
devastation, and what impurities, hp»ve ensued on the 
taking of great cities ! Such are the dispositions of 
bad men, when, for the moment, their lawless passions 
are without a rein. ^,w 

Great God! are thesdrothed thy creatures? Hast 
thou formed them with hcyrfs like these ? Have they 
learned of thee, wiiose tender mercies are over all thy 
works, to destroy one another ? Couldst thou, who 
hast hlessed all thy (features, teach them to blas- 
pheme ? O no ! these evils have befallen them since 
tluir creation. They have shaken oft* the restraints 
of thy law, set thy judgments at defiance, and pervert- 
ed liberty to their own destruction. 

IV. Hence it follows, that there is a distinguis-hed 
difference between good and evil, right aii^V nnw^^y^^ 
vice and rirtue. God having made nw«i Vo Vw^^ ^^ 
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must be wrong to kill him, especially while young, 
when he may have the greatest domestic or national 
services to achieve. But the crime is not merely an 
injury to an individual and to society, it is an inva»on 
of the Creator's right to dispose of his creature. This 
principle strongly applies to belligerent nations : for 
the causes of war bear no proportion to the conse- 
quences. And if the features of good and evil be so 
conspicuous in the great actions of society, they may 
be traced with equal precision in all the economy of 
private life : in honesty and fraud ; in kindness and 
injrry ; in truth aud falsehood; in blessing and cur- 
sihq;. Nature, which is kind and indulgent to all, 
admouishes us to imitate her example ; and if it be 
virtuous to imitate the divine beneficence, and to 
conform the heart to his will, it must be vicious to 
deviate from the model of perfect goodness. 

V. We may further remark, that vice is generally 
attended with some degree of appropriate punishment. 
Whenever we sin against God, against our neighbor, 
•r against ourselves, we must on the slightest reflec- 
tion be covered with shame, and stung \?ith remorse. 
By wicked and ungenerous actions, we forfeit our 
moral cliaracter, and lose the esteem of good men. 
Profligacy is productive of ^vretchedness ; and intem- 
perance will superinduce disease. The laws of nature 
are replete with rectitude and tnith ; but we hate the 
light, beinjx full of meanness and misery. Hence, when 
h&i\ men have proceede dj||j|^ in a course of impiety, 
as to pervert all their ^Mrs, and All up the mea- 
sure of their iniquity, it becomes requisite for the right- 
eous God to cut them ofl*, and hide them in the shadf's 
of death. ^ 

It is granted, that wicked men often live to a great 
age, and retain their vices to the last ; consequently, 
that the chastisements of providence are very myste- 
rious : yet we can frequently discover a striking cor- 
respondence between the sins and punishments of 
some men in this life. And though these punishments. 
1, are but partial, yet we may fairly presume from 




TO CHRISTIANITY. i-1 

the equity of God, that they will be completed iu the 
future state. If the soul were wicked when emboilied, 
it is wicked when disembodied. Length of time does 
not diminish the magnitude of an oHence, and dura- 
tion of plinishment does not moralize the hearts of the 
impenitent. The aged, on a review of tlieir early 
vices, which have not been followed by the proper 
fruits of repentance, find the same seYisations as they 
found when those sins were first committed. Konce, 
if a man's conscience make him unhappy on his 
downy pillow, and in his own neighborhood, it will 
make him unhappy when he removes to another 
country; yea, when he makes his exit to another 
-world. Local changes can neither conceal him from 
his Maker, nor obliterate the recollection of his crimes. 
Consequently, how we may now be saved from sin, and 
ensure a blissful immortality, are our grand and indis- 
pensable inquiries. The common alTairs of life are 
merely trifles when compared with these important 
duties. 

VL The doctrines of expiation, and virtue, have 
been largely discussed by pagan and skeptiiBal writers, 
through a long succession of ages, and always in a 
way confused and unde&ned. With regard to expia- 
tion, some have enjoined penance, ablution, and libe- 
rality to|the i)oor. But how can the washing or mor- 
tifying the flesh take away sins which deflle the 
mind ? How can HberalUy to the poor atone for crimes 
committed against our liStilfeT ? or, if it could, what is 
the bulk of mankind to dbTwho have nothing to give? 
Some, convinced of the inefficacy of these means, 
have extolled the divine clemency, and assured ui, 
that he will forgive the frailties of his offending crea- 
tures, if we ask him mth sincere repentance. This 
is indeed a consoling doctrine, and we should cheer- 
fully embrace it, did it not leave the divine govern- 
ment insecure, by allowing the creatures to offend 
with impunity. God will never exercise his mercy but 
in harmony with his justice ; nor dare we presume u^j- 
on a system of unqualified mercy ^Wcaw^c^W Ve^ <^^'^'' 
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ti'ary \q providence, which reveals the awtui juUg- 
ments of GUkI, aud punishes mankind with death. 

In addition to this sjstem of pure mercy, a system 
of morality, approaching as near to perfection as pos« 
•-.ible, is also recommended. We are promised happi- 
ness, i:ro\ ided ive moderate our desires according to 
our enjoyments, and our expenses according to in- 
come, exercising benevolence towards our fellow- 
creatures. But in what book is this perfect standard 
of morals laid down ? The master and the servant, 
the economist and the prodigal, the prince and the 
people, biassed by situation, must ever produce sys- 
tems discordant and incom-dete. The Socinian, find- 
ing his favorite fort of pure mercy untenable, at length 
takes refuge in the scheme of philosophical necessi- 
ty ; which is much tbe same as the pagan doctrine of 
fate. Yes, after some hesitation, he swallows the opi- 
ate, " Whatever is, is right." Hai)py way of solving 
difficulties, and exonerating his conscience, by charg- 
hig all his crimes upon his Maker ! ! ! 

y II. On all the preceding subjects, it must be con- 
fessed, that the religion of nature is extremely defec- 
tive. It demonstrates the existence of sin, and the c^-- 
tainty of its punishment. But affords no positive as- 
surance of pardon. It afTords every presumptive 
proof of a future state, but does not say what that state 
shall be. It demonstrates the being and perfections 
of God, and our obligations to worship him, but does 
not say whether he will re^flrQ the worship of sinful 
men. It prescribes a sy steiffBT pure morality, to which 
the human heart is unable to conforn:. It requires 
perfect love, and perfect obedience to God : and to 
presume that he will accept of imperfect services, is 
comparing the Deity to a tradesman, who tLsks one 
price for his goods, and takes another. Here human 
moralists have all lost their way ; for they still consider 
man as in his stale of original excellence, and they are 
unable to account for his present meanness and misery. 
They are all dissatisHed with their own conclusions. 

ey change ojuninpa on the accession of every lu-. 
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citt thought ; and follow it with their eyes, as a meteor, 
till it lead them to the same uncertainty. Things which 
are unpenetrable, they account absurd ; or, by rash en- 
deavors to explain them, they embrace absurdities 
which render them ridiculous in the estimation of com- 
mon men. Here indeed we want the pitying aid of re- 
velation; for uncertainty onsul>jects so important, is 
painful as death to a considerate mind. 

Yet we have no cause for apprehension. De8f)on- 
dency would be a crime. Prom a g;eneral view of the 
goodness of God in caring for the body, we may be fully 
assured, he has not neglected the soul. He supplies 
our temporal wants with a muidficence worthy of him 
self; and he cannot have neglected the more impor- 
tant and everlasting interests of the immortal spirit. 

In the kingdom of nature, he has provided remedies 
for most of the diseases incident to the body : con- 
sequently, he cannot have neglected the more invet- 
erate diseases of the heart. What father could see big 
numerous ofrs[)ring exposed to the eusnareaients and 
vices of the world, and withhold from them the ne- 
cessary counsel and caution ? How much more then 
must our heavenly father have given a plenitude of 
instruction to those men, whom it hath been the pe- 
culiar delight of his providence to honor ! 

It may here be asked, and with ardor too, which 
is the book — which is the book ? — The Christian 
world have given an uniform answer — It is the BIBLE, 
and the BIBLE only, wii|^h is the untainted reposi- 
tory of these divine instructions. God hath so loved 
the world as to send his Son Jesus Christ to be the 
propitiation for our sins, and reconcile all things to 
liim«elf. He hath inspired his anointed servants, the 
prophets &nd apostles, with the knowledge of his will ; 
and they have transmitted to us, in the holy scrip- 
tures, the substance of their plenary instructions, and 
without the least impairs, which afifect either their au- 
thenticity or their doctrines. 

After a tedious night of error and impiety, in which 
the Heathen world have groped for \ia^\yi»ft«>«) %a^^ 

B2 
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by llie difii taper of reason only, reFelation br^ak* 
forth like the cheering dawn of clay, and shows us the 
paths of righteousne?s and life. .It supplies all the de- 
fects of natural religion, and is in itself complete, be- 
yond the possibility of improvement. Let us hasten, 
therefore, to the pleasing scene, to review Christianity 
in the light of the Lord. Let us review it, not in a de- 
tached and promiscuous throng, as stones and timbers 
dispersed in a field, but as a glorious temple, admira- 
bly arranged, and nobly formed by the hand of Go<L 



SECTION IL 

or TBI CBXATIOR AND FALL OF MAIC—- OF THK PATRIARCnAL ftlSFIMA- 

TIOK-r-AKD OF THE MOSAIC LAW. 

In the beginning God created the elements, which 
compose the heavens and the earth in a chaotic atate, 
and his omnijjresent spirit actuated the fertile mass. 

He said, '' let there be light, and there was light ; 
and he separated the light from the darkness ; and 
God saw that the light was good." He exhaled the 
clouds from the waters of the ocean, and caused the 
dry land to appear. He clothed the earth with all 
this rich profusion of grass, and herbs, and trees, that 
it might give food to all his creatures. He formed the 
sun, moon, and stars ; harmonized the spheres, and ap» 
pointed them for signs and. seasons, and to rule the 
days and years. He peopled the waters with fish, the 
heavens with fowl, the herbs with insects, and the hills 
and vales with beasts and cattle. The whole was an 
amazing gradation of society, arranged in perfect har- 
mony and order. "And God saw that it was good." 

On the last day of the creation Go<l made man of 
the dust of the earth, and woman of his rib, or part of 
his side. The excellence and dignity of his nature 
may be inferred from the Creator's proceeding to do it 
in council. '' And God said, let us make man in our 
image, aiid after our likeness : so in the image cff 
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God created he hioi; male and Temale created he them.'' 
From thib counsel and sociality in the Deity la obri- 
ousiy inferred the doctrine of the most holy trinity, 
or the one God, made known to us in the New Tes- 
tament by the name of Father, Son, and Spirit. 

The body of Adam, for so the Lord called him, 
waa ennobled above tiie bodies of brutes, by its deli- 
cacy and erect figure ; and by its countenance, which 
probably shone with a visible glory. To this body of 
exquisite beauty, God united a soul, endowed with an- 
gelic perfections, resembling himself in knowledge, 
holiness, and righteousness, or propensities to recti- 
tude. The orbs of heaven were governed by abso- 
lute laws, but man, being a free and intelligent crea- 
ture, was governed by a moral injunction. God enter- 
ed into covenant with him, in which all his posterity 
were included. 

I. The happy pair were placed in the gardenlof Eden* 
that they might dress and keep it, and sabsist on its 
produce. But when permission was given to eat 
of its fruits, God reserved one tree to hionfilf, which 
Adam was enjoined, on pain of death, tfellher to 
touch nor taste. It was the Creator's pmogative, and 
the seal of the covenant; and it taught man, that 
though he was lord of the creation, he was neverthe- 
less a subordinate creature, and in a state of proba- 
tion. This test of integrity, the Creator had an un- 
doubted right to impose ; and it seems perfectly easy, 
and suited to the situation of man. Surely the difli- 
oulty of abstaining from one tree could not be great, 
while he had a whole paradise of the most delicious 
fruits. Such was the free, the high, and happy situation 
of our first parents when the tragic day of trial came ; 
when the prince of apostate angels determined to 
attempt their ruin, by seducing them from their alle- 
giance to God. To effectuate this he took possession 
of the serpent, which they knew to be more sagacious 
than any of the beasts, and on that account would re- 
spect its advise. He assailed the woman in the absence 
ef her husband, lest bjr mutual counfteUUey ^IbsjwMlViwn* 
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rejected the crime. Speaking in the serpent, he asked* 
Whether it were true, that they might eat of every 
tree in the garden ? She not knowing all the |)Owers 
of the serpent, nor that he was actuated by an evil an- 
gel, answered, '' we may eat of every tree, except 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil ; of that God 
hath said, ye shall not eat, neither shall ye touch it, 
lest ye die." He re])lied, " ye shall not surely die ; 
the prohibition is unreasonable, and God has enjoined 
it to keep you in bondage; for he well knows, that in 
the day ye eat of it, ye shall be as the gods, who fill 
the thrones of heaven, knowing good and evil." To 
this elating and treasonable speech, the woman assent- 
ed, and seeing the delicious quality of the fruit, she 
presumed to pluck and eat; and taking some to her 
husband, seduced him by the same arguments, and 
by the more weighty argument of her own example, 
and he did also eat. Immediately their eyes were 
opened to see the nature of their dreadful crime. 
They saw how they had been du;jed by believing the 
serpent in preference to God. Ungrateful for their high 
and happy si|tiaation, they saw how they had ambi- 
tiously aspired at angelic iterfection, violated the co- 
venant, and forfeited their innocence. They saw also 
the nakeiUiess and concupiscence of their bodies, and 
fled to hide among the trees of the garden. This was 
the first but great offence, and it has occasioned every 
moral and natural evil which alGRicts mankind. 

Immediately after the fall, God proceeded to con- 
vict and sentence the three offenders to sorrow, toil, 
and death, but he closed the judicial process with 
this grand promise of redemption, — "the seed of the 
woman shall bruise the serpent's head." Frequent 
allusion is made to this in the New Testament: it is 
applied to Jesus Christ, in whom it receives its full 
completion. See John xvi. 11. Rom.xvi.20. Heb.ii.l4. 
1 John iii. 8. Christ was here promised to assume the 
human nature of the woman, and to die for our sin, that 
every man might be restored once more to a state of 
ion, and regain by failfa in him both holiness 
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and beaven. How exceedingly rich was the mcr^^y 
of God, which gave his only begotten Son, and how 
awful the justice, which freely deliyered him up for 
US all ! How adorable was that love, and how pro- 
found that wisdom, which, taking occasion by the 
erils of the fall, have brought so much glory to him- 
self, and happiness to man, by restoring him to a better 
pai'adise than Adam lost. May we all therefore em- 
brace this new covenant, founded on better promises 
than the former, and confide in this mediator, *' who 
is able to save to the uttermost all that come to God 
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession." 

II. From the Lord's clothing our first parents with 
skins, and from Abel's bringing ,thc firstlings o^ his 
flock, we may presume, that Adam was instructed to 
approach his maker by sacrifices for sin ; that is, by 
burning the body of a perfect animal, and sprinkling 
the blood upon himself, and afterwards upon his of- 
feniling children. These oblations had an obvious re- 
ference to the death of Christ ; they shewed the sinner 
the death he ought to die ; and being accompanied 
Tvith purifications and prayer, instructed him in the 
nature of holiness and devotion. 

From the period that God thus entered into cove- 
nant with fallen man, we find the Messiah under the 
appellations of JEHOVAH, of God, or ot Angel, at the 
head of the human race. If the patriarchs, m the pro- 
gress of society, needed his miraculous aid, he was at 
band with his glorious hosts of ange's, to support and 
instruct them ; to unfold the secrets of his providence, 
and to chastise or destroy the wicked. * He attended 
the altar of their devotion, and often with visible marks 
of his presence, and new tokens of his love. " He 
was always rejoicing in the habitable parts of the 
earth, and his ilelights were with the sons of men." 

Hence the state of man was very much meliorated by 
the covenant of grace. His life was attended with in- 
numerable comforts, and prolonged to great age. H^ 
bsU the promise of redemption, and was iustntcted in 
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the worship and service of liis Maker. And he was 
endowed with the aids of grace to suhdue the corrup- 
tions of nature. And though he was still far from his 
former state of innocence, he was equally far from the 
state of fallen angels : he might evidently he consider- 
ed as more than half restored, and once more in a state 
of probation. 

III. But notwithstanding the numerous advanta- 
ges derived from the new covenant, the deep stain of 
original depravity soon discovered itKelt'inthe unppo- 
▼oked murder of Abel ; for Cain could not have been 
instigatecl to it by precedent or by vicious connex* 
ions. The same may be observed of the irritable 
tempers of little children : they can neither have im- 
bibed them from habit, nor example. And if they 
were not made sitiful by the fall, the just and right- 
eous God would not so frequently punish them with 
pain and death. The human depravity is equalljr 
discoverable from our backwardness to devotion, an 
our proneness'to act against the sober dictates ol 
reason and couscience ; from our knowledge of virtu 
so far exceeding our virtuous affections and habits 
from the selfish passions which are obvious in th 
commercial intercourse of society ; and lastly, fro 
the universal inundation of wickedness which ha 
covered the earth. If these be the dreadful fruits o 
our apostacy, how extremely vitiated must the root b 
from which they all proceed ! ! ! May God create i 
us a new heart, and renew a right spirit within us. 

Piety, however, flourished for several generations i 
the family of Seth. They adhered to the covenan 
and worship of God, and were called his sons. Bu 
by inter-marriages with the daughters of Cain, the; 
became totally corrupted. Lamech, the seventh 1 
Cain's line, introduced polygamy, which was follow 
cd with an universal profligacy of manners. The 
wholly al)andoned themselves to voluptuousness an 
sensuality. When the sons of Elohim, or great men 
saw the dau(r;hters of the poor, that they were fair, the;^ 
Meized them for concabuves, and debauched them 
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^^ And the earth was filled with violence. And God 
saw that the wickedness of man was great upon the 
earth, and that the thoughts and imaginations of his 
heart were on|y evil continually." In vain did Enoch 
and Noah preach ; in vain did the former ascend to 
heaven, and the latter erect an ark. Pleasure alone 
was idolised, and the enthusiasm of the ark became 
the subject of universal laughter. But God honored 
the ministry of his prophets by the accomplishment 
ojf their threatenings. Having secured the one right- 
eous family, he caused the rains to warn the wicked, 
suid the seas to inundate the highest mountains of 
Asia,^ filling their cavities with fishes and other ma- 
rine productions, that their petrifactions might attest 
liis awful judgments in^all places, and to the latest 
ages. So God washed away the filthy inhabitants of 
the earth ; and in one way or other, he will destroy 
all who indulge in pleasure, and make light of the 
gospel. 

IV. After the flood, God renewed his covenant 
with Noah and with his three sons, Shem, Ham, and Ja- 
pheth. He set his bow in the cloud as a pledge of the 
covenant, that he would no more destroy the earth 
by water. These patriarchs superintended their wan- 
dering families, and associated in their own persons 
the high offices of prophet, priest, and king. They 
ofiiciated in all religious services, and were the sole 
legislators and instructors in their tribes. In this way 
the knowledge and worship of the true God were pre- 
served for six or eight generations, and in some of 
the tribes, we may presume, for a much longer period. 
A specimen of their knowledge and piety may be seen 
in the book of Job, and in the character of Melchize- 
deck and Jethro, who were holy men. 

A remarkable phenomenon happened to Ham, or 
rather to Cush, his eldest son, in the change of hie 

* If marine petrifactions have not been found higher thnn 9000 feet, 
ft is no duparaeeinent of sacred history, as the tops of peak* scom to 
have been walned with an inundation. See tknmdri'a Gtolozitc' 
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in a happier view than St Peter has placed it in the 
seeond chi^ter of the Acts. 0e proves that DaTU 
could not speak this of himself, because he slept wllh 
his fathers, and saw eorraption; but being actuated 
hj a spirit of prophecj, and knowing that God httd 
sworn to raise up of his seed tiie Messiah, he spiske 
of Jesus, whom God raised up the third day from t&f 
dead, and seated at his own right hand. 

7. Psalm xxii. *' My God! my Godt winy ba^ 
thou fors^en m6 ? I am a worm and no man; a ra- 
prbach of men, and despised of the people. All tbj^ 
see me laiigh me to scorn, they shoot out th^ lip, th^ 
shake the head, saying, he tficisted on the Lord, ibai^ 
he would deliver faun : let him deliver him, B,eeing ha 
d^ligbteth in him. They ^pe iipoii me wifK. thelB^ 
mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion. I am pourii 
ed oat like waiter, and all my bones are out of JoinL 
My tongue cleaveth to my jaws : and thou bast broug^ 
me to the dust of death. For d<^8 have compassed ma 
about,^the assembly of the wicked have enclose^me! ^ 
they have pierced my hands and my feet. I may Ull; 
all my bones : they look and stare upon me. They 
part my garments among them, and cast, lots for my 
vesture. But be not thoti far from me, O Lord t Q 
my strength, haste thee to help me! Save me from 
the lion's mouth, for thou hast heard me (extricating 
me) from the horns of the unicorns. I will declare thy 
name unto my brethren ; in the mi3st of ^ the congre- 
gation will I praise thee." 

The sacred writings no where inform us of David be- 
ing in this calamitous si{uati<Mi. That the psalm is pro- 
phetic, is apparent frbm the latter part, where it speaks* 
of the convsersion of all nations to Uie worship and king- 
dom of the Lord. And the former part is obviously ap- 
plied by the ev&ng^ts to the sufferings of Christ, whO: 
prayed in this language in the garden, and on the cross* 
The Jews, like th^ unmly bulls of Bashan clamored for 
bis blood, and mocked him at his crucifixion in these 
rary words, Mat. xxvii. 29. 34. His hands and feet 
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were pierced by the nails : and his bonet dislocated 
when the cross was jirked into the rock. The Ro- 
man soldiers parted his raiment, and cast lots for his 
coat I and he made himself known to his brethren after 
his resurrection from the dead. Tht piercing of his 
hands and feet is more remarkable still ; for in that 
age no such mode of execution was known among 
the Jews. 

8. Psalm xL 6, 8. <* Sacrifice and offering thou didst 
not desire ; mine ears hast thou opened ; burnt-offer- 
ing and sin-offering hast thou not required* Then 
said I, lo! I come; in the volume of the book it is 
written of me. I delight to do thy will, O my God ! 
yea thy law is within my heart." This passage is 
quoted by St. Paul, Heb.x. 5, 6. to prove the insuffi- 
ciency of the ceremonial sacrifices, which were no 
more than shadows of the oblation of the body of 
Christ, which was offered up on the cross once for all. 
By the one offering of himself he hath for ever per- 
fected them that are sanctified. That is, he hath per- 
fected the atonement which is the cause both of our 
justification and sanctification through the good plea- 
sure of God. 

9. Psalm xly. *< My heart is enditing a good matter 
(I speak of things which I have made touching the 
king,) my tongue is as the pen of a ready writer. 
Thou art fairer than the children of men ; grace is 
poured into thy lips ; therefore God hath blessed thee 
for ever. Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most Migh- 
ty ! with thy glory and thy majesty. And in thy 
majesty ride prosperously, because of truth, and meek- 
ness, and righteousness : and thy right hand shall teach 
thee terrible things. Thine arrows are sharp in the 
hearts of the king's enemies, when the people fall un- 
der thee. Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever ! 
the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. Thou 
lovest righteousness and hatest wickedness ; therefore 
God, thy God, hath anointed thee yfith gladness above 
thy fellows.*' Transporting were the views which 
the prophet here had of the majesty Kxvdi ^^^^ ^^ 
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made desolfite, even until the determined' consmnma.— 
tion ; this is a luminous fact, the »auctuary is still ^ 
desolation; and when Ju1iai\, the aitostate Emperor 
encouraged the Jews to rebuild it, eruptions of fir^ 
eaused the workmen to desist. Vide Socra. Hisl- 
Eccle. Lib. iii. cap.xx. 

24. Joel ii. 28, 31. " And it shall come to pass af- 
terward, that I will pour out my spirit ujion all flesh ». 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophecy » 
yourold men shall dream dreams, your young men shall 
see visions : and upon the servants and upon the hand- 
maids in those days, will I pour out my spirit. An A 
I will show wonders in the heavens, and in the eartii. 
blood and fire, and pillars of smoke.. The sun shall be 
turned to darkness, and the moon into blood, before the 
great and terrible day of the Lord come." This prophe- 
cy corresponds with another in Isaiah, xliv. 15. and 
it is applied emphatically by Saint Peter to the eflfii- 
sion of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost, Acts if* 
nor is there any other period to which it can be applied. 
Formerly, the gifts ol the Spirit bad been restricted Up 
pro[)liets and elders, but under the Christian dispensa- 
tion,.the gift is predicted as general, to Jews, prose- 
lytes," and Gentiles, of every nation. It is further an- 
nounced, that the age should be characterized by per* 
secution, and the greatest national disasters or veiK 
geance of God upon the wicked, which we apprehend- 
to be implied by the hlood, vapor and smoke. 

25. Hag. ii. 6, 9. « Thus saith the Lord of Hosts ; yet 
•nee, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavensy 
and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land : and I will 
shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shaft 
eome, and I will fill this house with my glory, saith th^ 
Lord of Hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is minejp 
saith the Lord of Hosts. And the glory of this latfeT 
house shall be greater than the former, saith the Lorii 
of Hosts, and in this place, will I give peace, saitiP 
the Lord of Hosts." When the ag^ Jews sew tbc^ 
plainness and diminutive structure of the second teni-* 

€ compared with th« first, they wept. Tben the 
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scBit Haggai to comfort them with this predic- 
The second temple was inferior also to the for- 
1b regard to its iTiystic«il glory. The Ark of the 
nant, the Tables of the Law, the Manna, the 
I and Thummim, the Holy Fire which fell from 
en, and above all, the Divine glory on the Mercy- 
were wanting. It received, however, a far su- 
r glory, when the Lord of Life and Glory enter- 
id exercised his ministry there ; and when he put 
eal of truth on its mystical services by the ohla- 
of his body, and by becoming the end of the law 
ighteotisness to those who believe. The tran- 
glory of the law was then lost in the unfa- 
glory of Christ. The shaking of all nations co- 
es with all the other scriptures, which speak of 
?movitfg all the obstructions to the ispread of the 
3I, by the conversion and destruction of unbelie- 
: then will the Lord give permanent peace t« 
[. 

any more prophecies reniain, but the explications 
dy given will throw sufficient light upon them. 
le we shall only name some of the most distin- 
led. Micah predicted Bethlehem as the place of 
saviour's birth, and his prosperous reign as insu- 
the peace of the land, v. 1, 5. Zechariah' saw 
riesthoodand kingdom in the figure of a flourish- 
branch, vi. 12, 13. He saw the inexpressible 
of the disciples, when Jesus rode into Jerusalem, 
0. He saw him betrayed for thirty pieces of sil- 
ahd the purchase of a field with the money, xi. 
1 3. He saw also the pierced side of the Messiah ; 
buntain opened for sin and for uncleanness; the 
herd smitten, and the sheep scattered, xiii. 1, 7. 
ichi, the latest of the Jewish prophets, in the ca- 
cal scriptures, predicted, in unison with the former 
hets, the conversion of the Gentile nations from the 
g to the going down of the sun, i. H. He distinct- 
redicted the ministry of John as preparatory to 
ministry of Jesus, whom he calls Jehovah^ and 
messenger of the covenant, iii. \. Kxi^\i^^^^^^ 
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to cheer the persecuted church, that the Sun of Right- 
eousness should arise upon them with healing in hi« 
wings, iv. 3. Thus all the holy prophets unite their 
testimony concerning his sufferings and glory and 
with increasing evidence, until the baptist could say 
^< Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world." 

It shall be the subject of the two subsequent sections, 
to show more distinctly the completion of these pro- 
phecies, and the mystical significancy of tlie Jewish 
law in the life of Christ, and in the first and generad 
spread of the gospel. 
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SECTION IV, 

09 TH^ INCARKATION— THE MINISTRY— THR OIATH'-AND ASCENSION Of 
OUR BLEdSBD LORD ANB SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. 

Adam having violated the first covenant, and invol- 
ved.his whole posterity in ruin, it pleased God to invest 
the new covenant in surer hands by incarnating his 
beloved son, that he might perfect our redemption by 
sustaining our punishment, and vanquish our foes 
by the power of righteousness. The law had been 
dishonored hy transgression, and it became Jesus to 
fulfil all righteousness, l^he holy patriarchs and 
prophets had carried many virtues to admirable pe^ 
faction, but they were all tainted with sin ; hence we 
wanted a model of the divine rectitude, that we 
might be followers of God as dear children. The an- 
cient institution of sacrificing clean beasts, instruct- 
ed manUnd, that God would not be approached with* 
out the shedding of blood ; it was requisite that Chriiit 
should have a spotless human body, that he might ex- 
piate our sin, and vanquish death by the sacrifice of 
himself. Satan having seduced and depraved dn^ 
first parents, had reigned as a prince over their apoi«' 
te and )S^sual offspring \ on this account, it witf 
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requisite to Tanquish his temptations, and sustain the 
punishment due to our sins, that the crown and so- 
vereignty might lawfully revert to the Son of God. 
The dark and depraved race wanted a glorious head 
and chief, replete with wisdom and grace ; they want- 
ed a prince allied to them by consanguinity and co- 
venant, that they might approach him with confidence, 
and rely on him with assurance for salvation and 
eternal life. To accomplish all these gracious pur- 
poses of the divine wisdom and love, the brightness 
of the Father's glory, and the express image of his per- 
son, veiled his godhead in human nature, and mani- 
fested himself to the world. 

The time, the manner, and circumstances of our 
Saviour's nativity, highly accord with his offices and 
character. The Romans had extended their empire 
from Britain in the west, to Persia in the east; and 
proudly enjoyed their conquests in perfect repose. 
The Jews had many proselytes to their religion al- 
most in every city, and the Greek and Latin languages 
were in considerable use throughout the world. On 
these accounts, this was the most favorable era which 
had occurred in history for the propagation of pure 
religion. 

In this age of imperial peace, the angel Gabriel 
was sent to Mary, a virgin espoused to Joseph, for 
God would honor the marriage covenant ; and both 
were of the house and lineage of David. '' Hail," 
said he, *< thou that art highly favored, the Lord is 
with thee: blessed art thou among women. And 
when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, 
and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this 
should be. And the angel said unto her, fear not, Ma- 
ry; for thou hast found favor with God. And, behold^ 
thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a 
.son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be 
great ; and shall be called the Son of the Uighedt ; and 
the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his fa^ 
fter David ; and he shall reign over the house of Jacob 
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for erer; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 
Then said Mary unto the angel, how shall this be, 
seeing I know not a man ? And the angel answered, 
and said unto her, the Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest shall oven^adow 
thee ; therefore also that holy thing.which shall be bora 
of thee shall be called the Son of God. And, behold, 
thy cousin Elizabeth, she hath also conceived a son 
in her old age ; and this is the sixth month with her 
who was called barren. And Mary said, behold the 
handmaid of the Lord ; be it unto me according to thy 
word." 

This is the simple but -sublime account of our Sa- 
viour's incarnation. He took not upon him the na- 
ture of angels, but the seed of Abraham, uniting in 
his adorable person all the incommunicable attributdi 
of JEHOVAH, and all the infirmities of our frail hu- 
manity. But though he was made in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, he was perfectly free from the Adamic 
corruption, his human substance being sanctified by 
the Holy Ghost. 

St. Paul, in the whole of the first chapter to the 
Hebrews, demonstrates his character and ofiices to be 
appropriate to the Deity only ; and that he is in eve- 
ry view ineomparably superior to prophets and an- 
gels. '* God," says he, '* who at sundry times, and ill 
diverse manners^ spake in time past unto the fathers by 
the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto m 
by his Son, whom he hath appmnted heir of all things, 
by whom also he made the worlds ; who, being Ae 
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his 
person, and upholding all things by the word of Mb 
power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat 
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high ; beii^ 
made so much better than the angels, as he irath by iih 
beritance obtained a more excellent name than they. 
For unto which of the angels said he at any time, 
thou^art my son, this day have I begotten thee? 
And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be 
AM^ a Sou? And agam, when he bringeth bis 
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ftrst-bcgolten into the world, he saith, and let all the 
angeU of God worship him.'^ 

Similar to this is St John's account of the divine 
and human nature of Christ. ^' In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was GofL The same was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made by him, and without him was 
Bot any thing made that was made. In him was life» 
and the life was the light of men. And the Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld bis 
glory, the glory as of the only bf gottou of the Father, 
full of grace and truth." The ieniis Son, begotten, 
and God, here applied to Christ, are indeed applica-r 
iile to creatures; but we are here taught, that theya/e 
not applicable to Jesus Christ, either as angel or pro- 
phet ; being the Creator of men,and of all angelic wo/lds, 
he is entitled to the adoration of all his creatures. 
Hence, " to day have I begotten thee," does not mean 
tliat Christ was then produced; but that God in our 
gospel-day announced him to be his beloved Sou. These 
are the early opinions respecting Christy which, by the 
grace of God, we hope to cherish, till we see him aa 
he is. 

I. The incarnation of our Lord was attended with 
neb a series of sacred prodigies, as indicated him to 
be the chajracter expected by pious men in all nations. 
His birth was announced to a few poor shepherds in 
the vicinity of Bethlehem, by a mission of angels ; and 
to those who waited for redemption in Israel, by the 
predictions of Simeon and Anna. It was announced 
to the Magi of Babylon by the phenomenon of ^ star, 
and by a delegation of the Magi to the king and ru< 
lers of Judea : and that their testimony was believed, is 
ajf^Hirent from the slaughter of the iuiants in Bethlehem. 

II. His entrance on the ministry was marked with 
every qualification proper to demonstrate the divinity 
•f his mission. John was sent to prepare the waj, 
and institute the baptism of water for the remission tf^ 

' tin. This extraordinary man, having been tutored 
b the wildeniess, led an austere atv,d moiW^^^ \>^«-^ 
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moltitiide which foUowedhhnbeeMiieof the laim 
and fishes, and would have made htm king, he exhnt' 
ed to labor lor the meal which endiireth to eternal Bfc, 
and withdrew himself from them; as we sboiiMeii^ 
tionsly do whenerer we foil into seditioas and atUi' 
tical companjr. il^lso, when he saw the wofsMptwi 
Tery thirsty in the tempte, he invited them to'-coai 
nntp him, and drink of the waters which flowed iMi 
the s{iiritual' rock. His admonitions and critirfap 
were always strikingly just^ iM his pidbllc dispoto* 
tions so conclusive, as to cover hb opponents wih « 
confusion, and. create veneration for his character. • 

VI. The divinity of our Saviour'a wort» eems* 
ponded with the sublimity of his words, and witk'Sl 
those exalted ideas we entertain of the divine nnuJ Pt 
cence. The hc^prophetai when comnranicatinftiMii 
revelations, were jealous to.give all tho glmy lolhl 
Lord^ \ In the Pentateuch, we read, that ** thalisiil 
spa^etp Moses ;^' and the prophets introduced thsk 
revelations with, << thus saith the Lord." Oordlsip 
Master spake not as a servant, but as a Qcnu He 
came from the bosom of the Father, and acted wift 
supreme authority. Correcting the folse interprelii- 
tion of the law. by ithe Rabbins, he expresses himssK 
as the sovereign lawgiver. ^^ 1 1 has been said by thop 
of old time,, Son s^Btlt love thy neighbor. uidlMto 
thine enemy i but I say unto you, love your eaeM&B% 
bless them that curse you, and .pray for them rthat 4» 
spitefully use you and persecute yon." If- dgectoik 
that Bl^ah raised up tiie dead, he rectifies.the errorfef 
intifHiyjng .that the Lord wroaght the work in answii 
to Slwh^' pcayer. '« As the Father raiseth iq>. te 
^fead, and qidckeneth them, even so the Son qniclMi^ 
eth whom he will. M th^ Fathc^r hath life inUoh 
sett,. SQ hath lo given the Son tahiive life in Idmsd^S 
JohnLV«'21. . This was making the proper distinctiM 
betweei^theiwnraQtsaiid the«Soiu • . > 

VIL A man puhUddog the laws of heaven la mih^ 
jestie language, and dBciding on jqncsti<ms but impea?, 
feetly known to fhepiefketsy eeitiialy. oii|^ to irfk|; 
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fttantiate his unsBion by divine works. Besides, those 
who were open to conviction, and ready to embrace 
the truth, had not sufficient time to try the etTects ol* 
the gospel on society. On these accounts it was really 
requisite that miracles should, for a while, accomjiany 
the Christian ministry. Accordingly, when modest 
or urgent occasions offered, and when the distressed 
solicited relief by faith, the blind saw — the deaf heard 
— ^the lame walked — the sick were cured — the lepers 
were cleansed — demoniacs delivered — and the dead 
were raised up. 

In the creation, ^' God spake and it was done ; he 
commanded and it stood fast. By the word of the 
liord the heavens were made, and the hosts of them 
by the breath of his mouth," Psalm xxxiii. 6. Just 
80,.when the same word was made flesh, he spake, 
and the stormy winds and seas were calmed at his 
rebuke — the fishes of the deep assembled at his secret 
call — ^the hungry multitudes were fed with a trivial 
quantity of bread — ^yea, 

** The modest water, awM by powV divine, 
CoQfessM its God, and blushing, turn*d to wine.^' 

Thus every creature, whether animate or inanimate, 
did him homage as the God of nature, and obeyed 
him as the ruler of the universe. 

The number, variety, and magnitude of our Lord's 
miracles were too great to admit of mistake, and too 
openly performed to be capable of deception. They 
are attested by enemies as well as by friends. Among 
the Jews, Josephus and. the Talmud, and among the 
heathen, Gelsus and Julian, however incautiously, 
bear their testimony to the miraculous powers of 
Christ. 

Some of these miracles, it is granted, he wrought 
by the ministry of holy angels, and some by the min- 
istry of demons, as when he destroy ctl the swine of 
the Gadarenes. Satan solicited powe^ to do this evil 
that he might prejudice the people against the gos- 
pel, and our Lord permitted it, as he permits otiier 
evils, that they might be either hardeaQd vt Yv^sic^^ 
tinder the mighty hand of God* 
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After all these miracles, the perrene mien of Igrael 
still demanded of the Sariour, some further sign of his 
mission, or proof that God had sent him : probablj, 
some such visible appearance of the divine glory as 
they had been accustomed to while the tabemacle 
and first temple stood. The Lord rebuking their i»- 
credulity, declared, that he would give them a sign ; 
but it should be the sign of his resurrection to their ut^ 
ter confusion; that as Jonah was raised up from the 
deep, so should the Son of man be raised up the third 
day from the dead. 

On the subject of miracles, the enemies of Christi- 
anity have no alternative, but either to acknowledge 
them to be wrought by the Holy Spirit, or by the 
power of demons ; for they have already acknowledged 
their existence. To human power they cannot be 
ascribed; and, ^* if Satan cast out Satan, how shall 
his kingdom stand ?'' Our Lord knowing that the 
Pharisees ascribed them to Beelzebub, the prince -of 
devils, and foreseeing that the heathen would ascribe 
them to magic, took occasion to denounce the most 
dreadfi!l punishment against so presumptive a crime. 
*^ All sins,'* said he, ** shall be forgiven unto the sons 
of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall 
blaspheme ; but he that shall blaspheme against the 
Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger 
of eternal damnation ; because they said, he hath att 
unclean spirit," Mark iii. 22 — 30. 

VIIL The personal virtues of our blessed Lord 
conferred the highest honor on human nature, and on 
his ministerial character. In the commencement of 
his discourse on the mount, he discovered his com* 
passion by promising the kingdom of heaven to the 
poor in spirit, and comfort to the mourners. He had 
compassion on the desolate widow of Nain, and vaised 
ber only son from the dead. In order that the Jews 
might believe, he wept with the sisters of Lasams, 
and restoreil their brother to life, though he had been 
d four days. He was a physician to the sick, and 
'Aiend ef penitent publicans and sinners. The 
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disciples, who wept when he told of his departure, he 
comforted with a series of promises concerning his 
peace and presence, which he would ever afford them ; 
and concerning the comforter, and his own assured 
return to receive them to glory. The reviving ti- 
dings of his resurrection he sent to backslidden Peter 
by name ; and when giving a ministerial charge to that 
apostle, after his restoration, the Iambs of the flock 
were first recommended to his pastoral care. In a 
word, his meekness lind humility, his piety and dili- 
gence, his patience and resignation, discovered a glo- 
ry altogether worthy of our incarnate God. 

When undeceiving the multitudes with regard to their 
hopes of his becoming a temporal prince, he disco- 
▼ered the utmost frankness and undisguised sincerity. 
He could not, for a moment, suffer them to remain un- 
der the fond but fatal delusion. *' If any man," said 
he, *< will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross daily, and follow me. Whosoever 
will save his life shall lose it ; but whosoever will lose 
his life for my sake and the gospePs, the same shall 
save it." May we all learn of this divine Saviour to 
lay the axe in like manner to the root of every vice. 

In Jerusalem, and some other cities^ in wMch his 
ministry and miracles too were wholly rejected, he 
Bsed the utmost endeavors to remove their prejudice, 
and conciliate their affections. Against his miracles, 
the priests and rulers could bring no objection ; but 
they objected to him as a wicked man, because he 
wrought some of them on the Sabbath day. To re- 
move this prejudice, our Lord compared their public 
conduct with his own : when he healed the man with a 
withered hand, he observed, that it was as lawful for 
him to loose that man, as for them to loose a beast, 
and lead him to water. Likewise, when he healed 
the man at the pool, who had been lame for eight and 
thirty years, he observed, that they performed the 
operation of circumcision on the Sabbath; conse- 
quently, that it was as lawful for him to heal, as for 
them to wound on that day. Bui all ttie«e «x^\usic9Bi^ 
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made but a momentary impresBioii on their ancient 
prejudices in favour of a regal Messiah ; they wpnld 
neither receive him as a good man nor a prophet ; and 
when he asserted his existence previous to AtMraham, 
they took up stones to cast at him. 

It was wholly with a view to remove prejudice, 
prevent civil commotion, and promote usefulness, 
that he concealed his dhrine character from the world. 
When entering on his ministry, he told no one who 
he was, but rather l^t his words and works gradually 
disclose his mission and character. His disciples, in- 
deed, believed on him, as the promised Messiah, fron 
the beginning; but the consideration of his, humble 
condition allayed their joys, and deferred their hopes 
of a temporal kingdom. It was not till the secoMi 
year of his ministry, while going to Cesarea, that he 
confirmed their faith in him as the Son of God, or the 
Messiah; but at the same time he charged them to 
toll no man. Also, in a village of Bamaria, in whiek 
there was no danger of exciting the jealousy of the 
Jewish rulers, he frankly avowed his character, and 
confirmed it by divine evidences. This admirable 
prudence of Jesus, in appearing as an extraordinary 
prophet only, secured the protection of his disciples, 
and removed every obstruction to the conversion of 
those factions which composed the Jewish church and 
polity. 

IX. After the imprisonment and martyrdom of 
John, the eyes of the pious Jews were turned to Jesus; 
Knowing the seventy weeks of Daniel to be accom- 
plished, it was their general expectation, that the 
Messiah would now appear ;'^ hence considerable num- 
bers of the people, and some of the chief rulers, b^ 
lieved on him. But the nation at large was otherwise 
disposed. Accustomed to Jiear the Rabbins iqpply 

* Percrebumt orieDte toto vetu» et constaos opinio, esse ia firtas 
Judae& profecti rerum potireotur. Suit. 

Pluribus peraiasio ioerat, antiquis sacerdotum libris contiDeri eo ipso 
. t^pore fine, ut valeiceret «rieiM prefectique Judcft renim poturentar. 

TM3T. 
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liOBe predictions, which speak of the Messiah^s suf- 
erings, to afflicti^l princes ; and those which speak of 
lis spiritual kingdom, to the splendor of his temporal 
"eign in Jerusalem, they altogether rejected the hum- 
>ie-preaching Saviour. 

Besides, our blessed LonVs popularity as a preacher, 
ind his wisdom and sanctity as a man and a prophet, 
were insupportable to the priestly rulers. They en- 
leavored on every occasion, and by every means, to 
ay hold of him ; and, if possible, to put him to death. 
The few distinguished miracles he wrought in Jenlsa- 
em had no efifect but to increase their calumnies, and 
ionfirm their malice. So were they disposed towards 
lim when the resurrection of Lazarus brought their 
sDunsel to a crisis ; that is, to put him to.death as soon 
i8*they could apprehend him. This miracle was so 
ominous, and had such an effect in removing preju- 
lice, and in converting many in Jerusalem, that the 
ihief priests took up the fact in the most serious man- 
ler, and substituted policy for justice. 'Mf wc let 
dm thus alone," said they, '' all men will believe on 
lim ; and the Romans (deeming his congregations in- 
urrections) shall come and take away both our place 
nd nation." By this decision, they horridly agreed 
bring npon themselves the blood of the Holy and 
list One. But Jesus did not commit himself into 
heir hand, because his hour was not come. 

X. After this, and indeed after a preceding con- 
piracy, Jesus prudently withdrew from the cantons 
i Jemry^ and confined his labors to Galilee and the 
earcoaat, because his work was not yet accom])lished. 
le sent the twelve, and afterwards the seventy disci- 
les, into all the cities and villages he intended to 
iut, that the people might be excited to look for the 
ingdom of God immediately. Having now mani- 
ested himself as an extraordinary prophet, and in 
nany respects as the Messiah, to the whole Jewish na- 
ion ; having laid the foundation of his infant church, 
ind adequately provided for its ministry, every object 
)f his prophetic missioh was fully accomvU«Vie^*< Vi« 
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therefore hasted to Jerusaleni, that he might put awAj 
sin by the sacrifice of himself. But oh ! when he be- 
held the city, recollecting its privileges, attesting iti 
crimes, and foreseeing its punishment, he wept and 
lamented over it. '' O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thoo 
that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are 
sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered |hy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth her chick- 
ens under her wings, and ye would not ! — If thou hadit 
known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the thing! 
which belong unto thy peace, but now they are faM 
from thine eyes. — Thine enemies shall cast a trencli 
about thee, and shall lay thee even with the ground, 
because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation,* 
Luke xix. 41. Matt, xxiii. 37. We learn from tbi* 
elegiac prediction, that the sinners in Jerusalem hftd 
a day of grace, or time of visitation ; and that this in- 
valuable moment was past from the time they wicked- 
ly rejected the ministry and miracles of Jesus Christ 
and in particular the resurrection of Lazarus. How 
amazing is the long-suffering of God, to spare men to 
such a height .of depravity ! How unsearchable are 
his wisdom apd judgments, that he should employ re- 
probates in the accomplishment of prophecy respect- 
ing the crucifixion of his Son ! 

XL Of this tragic event, he began to apprize the 
disciples on such occasions, and in such expressions, 
as were best suited to their feelings and situation: for 
they did not expect their master to be crucified on 
Calvary, but to reign in Jerusalem. As Providence 
generally conceals our troubles till they come, or till 
their near approach, so Jesus was pleased to conceal 
this catastrophe from his disciples, that their sorroff 
might speedily be turned to joy. It was not tillhii 
Jast journey to that incorrigible city, that he acquaint* 
cd them plainly with the circumstances of his deatk 
and resurrection. " The Son of man," said he, " must 
be rejected of the high priests and elders, crucified, 
and rise again the third day." When Mary anointed 
his head, he said, << she hath done it unto my burial j*'' 
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indicating that God bad prompted her to an c xcr. • 
in civility, which she could not then account {\n\ l.i 
the guest-chamber he disclosed to his di?:ripJcs ahiio/i 
every circumstance of his departure, bein;!; ijnprop* r 
to conceal it a moment lonj^^er; and he riuiravorcd to 
reconcile their minds to his exit, by a rarit^ty of iin- 
|>regsive and suitable arguments. " Except." scsid \:v. 
^' a corn of wheat fall into the grouutl and die. it 
ubideth alone, but if it die, it bringeth forth fruit. \( 
I go not away, the Comforter will not come ; but if I 
^o, I will send him. 1 go and prepare a place for 
you, and if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and receive you to myself." 

It may be here remarked, that these predictions of 
Christ are as demonstrative of his godhead, as his mir- 
acles. Indeed, the greater part of his ministry wat* 
one (5on tinned series of predictions respecting the suc- 
cess of the gos|)el,"''the rewards of the righteous, and 
the punishments -of the wicked. His predictions res- 
pecting the destruction of Jerusalem we should par- 
ticularly notice, because their striking completion is 
confirmed by the fullest historic evidence. That per- 
verse and incorrigible city hiad ever rejected the word 
of the Lord, iand killed the prophets ; therefore he in- 
fatuated them to their own destruction. The promi- 
nent circumstances of this destruction were minutely 
detailed by our Lord. He said, that the enemy should 
surround them as eagles gather about their preyj 
that the horrors of the siege should be incomparably 
severe ; that those who should be hajjpy, or rathei 
wretched enough to survive the dreadi'ul calami tjs 
should be led away captive to all nations. He, lastly, 
provided for the safety of his church, by warning tlie 
disciples to flee to the mountains on the approach oi 
the hostile armies. There are two other remarkable 
circumstances which he predicted, and which were 
not accomplished when Titus suppressed the Jewish 
rebellion in the seventieth of Christ, but they were 
accomplished in the next rebellion, viz. that the foun- 
dation of the temple should be razed^ audtt^^t J'^tn^v 
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ircr regions, or the illuminations which eorround the 
^mple of uncreated glory. Hear this triumphant choir 
elebrate his victories with harps and trumpets, songs 
ind sliouts. Hear his princely herald surprize the 
thrones of heaven with a voice of thunder — " Lift up 
your heads, O ye gates ! and be ye lift up, ye ever- 
lasting d(K)rB, and the King of Glory shall come in! 
Who is the King of Glory? JEHOVAH— strong 
and mighty ! — JEHOVAH of armies — he is the King 
of Glory ! Lift up your heads, O ye gates ! and be ye 
lift up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of Gloiy 
shall come in/^ See the entrance of our Immanuel 
into the glory he had with the Father, before the 
world existed. Sec his immortalized humanity seat- 
ed at the right hand of majesty, and invested with wt 
preme authority both in heaven and in earth, whidi 
is the pledge and model of our future glory, when be 
shall come again to receive us to himself. See all 
heaven attracted by his glory, surround the throne to 
acquaint themselves with the redemption of man. See 
the sealed book of providence [iresented in the Far 
ther*s right hand ; but no one is able — no one is vfot' 
thy to take the book and unloose the seals ! See, at 
tor a silence and a solemn pause, the Lion and Princf 
of Judah's line, boldly take the book, and enter o 
his high functions of mediator with God and judge f 
man ! Sec all the shining crowds on the occasif 
prostrate before the throne, strike their golden bar 
and make the vaulted heavens resound with the o 
song of redeeming love, in which every creature 
(tribes equal blessing, and honor, and glory, and p 
er, to him that sitteth upon the throne, and to 
Lamb, for ever and ever ! Haste then, O my sou 
join thy devotion to theirs. Haste to adore hi/ 
earth as he is adored in heav^, that thou mayc 
counted worthy at his coming, to be receivei 
his eternal joy? 
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SECTION V. 

THE VIB8T AHa GENERAL SPBSAD OF TBI GOSPEL. 

EPIN6 our eye stedfastly fixed on the golden 
of man's salvation, we shall next turn our tIows 
I blessed apostles, and see them build the church 
! living God upon Jesus Christ, the sure founda- 
and according to the doctrine of the holy pro- 
. Conformably to their master's instructions, 
waited ten days at Jerusalem for the gift of the 
Ghost, which was deferred till the feast of Pen- 
t, that it might correspond with the type, the 
s descent on Mount Sinai to promulge the law 
e fiftieth day after the deliverance from Egypt. 
.8 deferred also that the Jews, proselytes, and 
jers, who came up to the feast from every pro- 
i of the empire, might hear the gospel in their 
e language. 

Early in the morning the apostles and brethren 
assembled for prayer, about one hundred and 
ty in number. And suddenly the Holy Ghost 
;nded with a sound like a tremendous tempest ; 
lory filled the whole house, and sat upon each of 
, as cloven tongues of fire, expressive of the nu- 
ns languages he instantiineously enabled them 
eak. Endowed with this unction, and with these 
fications, they distnbuted themselves in the 
ts, preaching Jesus, the true Messiah, as the Spi- 
ive them utterance. Thus the cloud of the di- 
glory, which appeared at the dedication of the 
'nacle and the temple, came now and rested 
lis living temple, to replenish and adorn his 
;s with grace, and d^rell with them for ever, 
he devout J ews and proselytes, who were strangers, 
ided to the Christian preachers with candor and 
rence. But the natives, not understanding these 
uages, nor knowing for what end they were given, 
ted and traduced the preachers e^.^ mVo^sXc^^ft'^ 
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with wine. Peter perceiving this, stood up among the 
greatest concourse, and animadyerted on the absurdi- 
ty of the alleged intoxication, because it was too 
early an hour in the day. He assured them, that this 
really was the effusion of the Spirit, and the preach- 
ing spoken of by the prophet Joel. He then identi- 
fied the person of Jesus to be the true Messiah, by 
surprising and copious applications of prophecy. He 
proved his resurrection from the testimony of David — 
''■ Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, nor suffer 
thine Holy One to see corruption." He adduced Uie 
positive and unequivocal evidences they had of the 
resurrection and ascension of their adorable master. 
He lastly applied his sermon in these piercing words: 
" Therefore, let all the house of Israel know assuredly, 
that this same Jesus, whom ye by wicked hands have 
crucified and slain, is both Lord and Christ. Ami 
when they heard this, they were pricked in the heart, 
and said unto Peter, and the rest of the apostles, men 
and brethren, what shall we do ?" In answer to their 
piercing inquiries, he promised pardon, in the first 
place, to every penitent : and in the second, he, pro- 
mised the higher endowments of the Spirit to as many 
of them and their children as the Lord should tfainlc 
proper to call to that ministry. The effect of thii^ 
day's ministry was the conversion of three thousM&^ 
persons. They gladly received the word, were b^llSi 
tized, and sealed with the gift of the Holy Ghost. ^: 

II. In a day or two after, Peter and John, goin|p 
to worship in the temple, healed a lame man, whir 
sat begging at the beautiful gate. This attracted, 
the surrounding crowd, who seem to have looked ti» 
the apostles with more than human reverence. Peter* 
embraced this happy occasion of magnifying the 
name of his crucified mastef, and five thousand morer 
were converted by this distinguished miracle and 
powerful sermon. 

The whole of this infant church was filled witlp- 

the Holy Ghost; their sensations of pardon, peace.^ 

and joy, were inexpressible ; and their simplicity, pu-^ 
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»ity, and devotion, indicated the he.aven which inspir- 
ed their hosom. " They continued stedf'ast in the 
apostles' doctrine, and fellowship), and in breaking oi* 
bread, and in prayer." The apostles and their fel- 
low-laborers being nou- endowed with the luglier gifts 
of the Spirit, " the word of faith," to preach the niys 
tery of the gospel, and " tlie word of knowledge" to 
expound the scriptures, announced the resurrection ef 
Jesus Christ with surprising courage, and confirmed 
it by working miracles in his name. Hence great fear 
fell ui>on the rulers who had crucified him; and when 
they had apprehended the apostles, they durst not de- 
tain them more than a single night. *^ And all that 
believed were together, and hail all things common. 
Neither were there any among them that lacked; 
for as many as were possessed of houses or land 
9o1d them, and brought the money to the apostles, and 
distribution was made to the indigent brethren, as ev- 
sry man had need. And they continued daily with 
3ne accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
louse to house, did eat their meat with gladness and 
singleness of heart, praising God, and having favor 
vitli all the people. And the Lord added unto the 
iliurch daily such as were saved from sin by rcgenera- 
:ion." 

This divine work having broken oat at the feasi, 
:2ie converted worshippers returning home instantly 
Sonimunicated it to all parts of the country. In .S:ir 
Eiiaria they had considerable success, and Philip 
«vas sent to confirm them by the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
The same success attended the word in Oamascnx, 
and in all the Jewish cities ; for we are informed, after 
the extraordinary conversion of Paul, which seems 
to have terrified his associate persecutors, that " the 
churches had rest throughout all Judea, and Samaria, 
SLnd Galilee, and were edified, and, walking in the 
comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied," Acts 

ix. 30. 

The short but severe persecution with which the 

•■ cwish council assailed the church, obW^evi \.te ^f^t^V^^v- 

G 
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ren to fly into distant provinces. They travelled evc^ 
ry where, preaching the Lord Jesus to the Jews and 
proselytes only. And the proselytes of that age, for 
whose sakes the gift of tongues seems to have been 
given, are estimated at one-iifth of the Jewish nation. 
What a gracious providence superintended the infeat 
church! This persecution which was intended to 
exterminate Christianity, occasioned it to be disBemi- 
nated more and more. 

III. After the course of five years, in which the 
converted Jews and proselytes were considerably esta- 
blished, it pleased God, according to the ancient pie* 
phecies, to open to his servants an abundant hnv 
vest in the Gentile worid. This required kn extran^ 
dinary revelation ; for the ceremonial law was a pu^ 
tition-wall between the Hebrew and the heathen. Pe- 
ter, one day while hungry, saw in a vision a great 
sheet let down from heaven, containing a number of | 
animals ceremonially unclean ; and a voice said, '* luo, 
Peter, slay and eat." But he answered, not so. Lord} 
for that which is common among the Gentiles, or un- 
clean in its kind, hath not at any time entered mj if 
mouth. The voice replied, " what God hath cleat- Jl 
sed, thaC call not thou common." This was repeatdi 
the second time, and then the whole was taken opt^ 
to heaven. Cornelius, a devout and benevolent nttr 
and centurion of the Italian band in Cffisarea, iMm 
correspondent vision. He saw an angel of God cfr 
ler his closet, who assured him that bis prayers ind i" 
alms were come up for a memorial before God, and -^ 
enjoined him to send for Peter, who would instmet 
him in the Christian doctrine. On the arrival of Cor- 
nelius's servants, Peter instantly understood the im- 
port of his vision, that he should associate with the 
heathen and instruct them. And while he preached, 
the Holy Ghost fell upon Cornelius and all his friends, 
consecrating them the first-fruits of the Gentiles to 
God. What a striking interposition of heaven for 
the salvation of the Gentiles. 
Mjl' Whea returned to 3eni^«\('in. Peter vindicated this 
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oiioQ of conduct by appealing to the divine power, 
^hatwas I," said he, <^that I could withstand God) 
ing he gave the Holy Ghost to them, as well as to 
' " Acts X. 

kbout the same time, Paul also went to the Gen- 
s to turn them from darkness to light, and from the 
rer of Satan to God, that their hearts might be pu- 
^d by faith. And when the apostles and ciders at 
usalem, had heard him relate his success, they 
rified God, and gave both Mm and Barnabas the 
at hand of fellowship, that they should preach to 
heathen. And being wishful to aid whatever God 
;ht do, they wrote circular letters, concerning the 
emonial liberty of the Gentiles; but cautioned them 
ibstain from fornication, from meats offered to idols, 
I from blood. Hence, in a short time, all who dwelt 
Asia minor heard the gospel. 
The apostles and brethren now distributed them- 
res throughout all the provinces and kingdoms of 
empire, which, on account of its extent, was then 
led the world, both by sacred and profane writers, 
me travelled to Rome, to Gaul, to Spain, and to 

isles of Britain. Others pursued their route to 
^pt, and ])reached in all tlie cities on the north of 
ica as far as Carthage. Paul and Barnabas, with 
Ir colleagues, extended their labors to all the cities 
L islands of Greece, and to the Grecian colonies in 
ia. Some penetrated among the Scythians and 
er barbarians in the north. Almost in every city 
se preachers had some fruit, and evangelical men 
re raised up in all the churches, who imitated the 
Hstles in their life and ministry. 
!y. Of this first and general spread of the gospel, 

primitive fathers have written considerably, and 
At testimonies are worthy of our regard. We shall 
3ct a few passages illustrative of the subject. 
' The gospel,"* says Eusebius, " like the sun, en- 
itened the world at once. Great multitudes cf 

* Eccl. Hist. lib. U. c. 3. 
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people, both in cities and villages, were brought inl0 
the church, by the ministry of the apostles, like com 
stored up in a granary. 

When the malicious Celsus objected to the novelty 
of Christianity, Origen replied, " here is the mystery, 
that a new doctnne, in so short a time, should so surpri- 
singly prevail over all the world ; over the Greeks and 
barbarians, over the learned and illiterate, over every 
order and profession, and persuade them with so firm 
a belief of its divine authority, that they are ready to 
seal their faith with their blood."^ 

** The philosophers,"! says Clemens Alexandrinns, 
" pleased the Greeks only, nor did every one please 
all. Plato followed Socrates; Theophrastus, Aristo- 
tle ; Cleanthus, Zeno; every master had his own school 
and his own scholars. But our great Masters' philo- 
sophy was not confined to Judea, as theirs to Greece; 
it diffused its lustre over the world at large : it was 
embraced by whole cities and nationp, and no man 
can resist its force, who will leisurely contemplate its 
wisdom : the philoso[)hers themselves have been cap- 
tivated by its charms. If the Grecian philopoj'hy were 
suppressed in any place by the magistrates, it present- 
ly disappeared. On the contrary, our religion has 
been persecuted by kings — by emperors — by gove^ 
uors — by generals — and by the populace, who 
more ferocious than all the others. They havec 
bined the whole of their power and ingeqious ma 
to exterminate Christianity ; and yet, it flourishestb^ 
more, and docs not droop and die, as it certainly must 
have done had it been of mere human invention." 

Arnobius, in his second book, defends Christianity 
against the degrading assertions of the heathens Im ^^ 
similar manner. " You should not, I think, be a lit^-' 
lie surprised to see this despised name every wher^ 
prevail, and in so short a time. There is no natio 
(in the empire) however barbarous and uncivilized 
whose manners have not been softened and improv 

^ CoDtra Cclsum, fol. 21. t Coll. lib. vi. fol. 502 
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by this philanthropic institution. And what is yet 
more surprising, it has subdued the brightest geniuses. 
Orators, critics, lawyers, physicians, and philosophers, 
have yielded to its force. Its disciples are so sincere 
and pious in their profession, as to forego the enjoy- 
ments of life, and life itself, rather than renounce the 
cross. Hence, notwithstanding all your edicts and pro- 
secutions — all your menaces and massacres — all your 
hangmen and ingenious tortures, they not only be- 
come more numerous, but more vigorous in their re- 
solution. Can you suppose all this is brought about 
by chance ; that men will die for a religion, of whose 
divine authority they are not assured ; or, that there 
is a general conspiracy of fools and madmen to throw 
away their lives for a phantom i*" 

V. The first planting of Christianity affords such 
evidences of its divine original, such abundant sup- 
port to believers, and sUch animating hopes with re- 
gard to its second and universal spread, a'o entitle it 
to the fullest consideration. But our limits require 
very great brevity. 

We are here presented with a small company of 
plain and pious men, leaving Judea, and travelling 
over the empire, to exalt their crucified master, as the 
Lord and Saviour of the world. They had little sub- 
listence from the churches in their own country ; but 
;irhen exigency required, they did not disdain to Ia» 
ior with their hands. We see them enduring pain 
itnd hunger, hatred and reproach, imprisonment and 
stripes, and, most of them, laying down their lives for 
the testimony of Jesus. With irreligion and vice they 
made no compound, but established the throne, and 
founded the church of Christ on the niin of idols. 
Their zeal resulted from knowledge ; their high com- 
mission made them debtors to ail men ; and the love 
of Christ in their hearts could not be quenched by 
adversity. They had seen their most gracious Lord 
face to face, heard him preach, and beheld the power- 
ful effects of his ministry and miracles. They had 
received the most indubitable proofs of his res\K!:cc- 

G 2 
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lion, ill f acred and social offices; and they beheld 
when he ascended to heaven. The mystery hid in 
ajnes past had just been unveiled to their view ; they 
telt ill their hearts the power and love of Christ ; and 
the energy with which they preached pierced their 
auditors, and sometimes caused them to fall down on 
their faces, and give glory toGod» Actsii. 37. 1 Cor^ 
xiv. 24, 25. 

VI. Every thing, however, was not against the first 
t.eachers of Christianity. The incredible excess to 
which superstition and vice had attained, induced 
many of the more sober heathens to give a cordial 
reception to a religion which promised them a full 
emancipation from the yoke of demons. Some of their 
goddesses were naked, or nearly so. Vulcan walked 
limping ; Apollo was formed with a smooth chin ; ^s- 
culai)ius all beard ; Neptune with blue eyes ; Mercury 
with wings at his feet, and Saturn with fetters. £ri- 
gene hung herself, that she ndght become a goddess ; 
Castor and Pollux died by turns that they might be- 
come immortal, and Hercules was burnt in Mount 
j£tna, that he might be elevated to heaven. The 
theatres, games, and feasts of the Romans, were in- 
supportably lewd and licentious. Women of fashion: 
were weighed down with gold and jewels, and they 
could scarcely be saluted without the offensive smel 
of brandy. Rapes and adulteries were authorized! 
Divorce was the natural consequence of marriage:^ 
they married to divorce, and divorced to marry again.^ 
No sooner, therefore, was the Christian religion pro- 
perly understood by the better sort of the heathen, 
than they turned from dumb idols to serve the living 
and true God. They justly concluded those doctrines 
to be from heaven, which brought men into so near a 
resemblance of the divine original. If Christianity 
obtained in any city among a few faithful families, it 
was sure to prevail ; and frequently in a short time. 

In the commencement of the third century, Gregory 

* 

■" Tcrtuflian's Apology. 
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Thaumaturgus came to Neo-Csesaria, and found but 
seTenteen Christians ; but after laboring twenty-six 
years in that city, there remained no more than seyen- 
teen persons attached to the ancient idolatries. 

Christianity must have derived considerable assist- 
ance also from the many venerable and learned au- 
thors, who wrote in its defence, and attacked the «U' 
perstition of the Gentiles. Their arguments could 
not fail to produce a luminous effect on the heathen 
reader. The victories they obtained when attacking 
idolatry, or refuting a pagan opponent, were decisive 
above all that fame can recount. It was common for 
the heathen to reproach the Christians with the GoZt- 
lean^ and with his crucifixion. Here Tertnllian re- 
torts, and in their own humor : " Your gods," says 
he,* " are made out of old pots and kettles, and the 
only difference is the workmanship and consecration. 
If you expose us to tortures, your gods endure far 
greater. The carpenter must be guilty of profaneness 
and sacrilege before he can make a god. You fix us 
to crosses and gibbets, and which of your divinities 
does not endure similar severities ? You murder us 
jivith swords and spears, but your own gods are treated 
" it worse ; the axe, the saw, and the chissel are only 
»me of the instruments of cruelty with which you 
lent them. Our heads are severed from our bo- 
[e8» but your gods have no heads till they are fasten- 
on with solder or glue. You expose us to the 
les, and there your idols are melted before they 
can assume the dignity of divinities. You condemn 
us to the mines, and from thence is dug the substance 
of your gods. You also banish us to some of those 
islands where some of your gods were born, and some 
were buried." 

VII. Persecution, contrary to all human estima- 
tion, contributed very much towards the general 
spread of the gospel. Christianity, unarmed and un- 
protected, for the space of two hundred and ninety 

* Apol, cap. fx. 
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years, combatiiig the unabating malice of the Jews, the 
pride and scorn of the philosophers, sustained in some 
provinces eight, and in some eleven storms of impe- 
rial persecution The pagan priests, actuated byjea- 
lousy and hatred, never ceased to solicit these perse- 
cutions; and when earthquakes, plagues, or military 
disasters occurred, instead of bearing them as the vi- 
sitations of providence on a guilty people, they never 
failed to enrage the populace, by insinuating that the 
gods were angry because the temples were deserted, 
and the Christians, instead of being thrown to the 
lions, received protection. These were dreadful words 
in the ears of an enraged populace, and they often 
caused them to pour their utmost fury on the unof- 
fending church. 

At this period, attachment to the temples, and pre- 
judices in favor of ancient superstition, were strong, 
and retarded many from hearing the gospel. Hence 
it pleased the wise and gracious God to permit the 
power and excellency of Christianity to be displayed 
in the sufferings and martyrdom of the saints, that the 
heathens might believe. u 

In the commencement of the later persecutiens^:- > 
many of the rich and weak professors of Christianity, r~ 
fell from the faith, and offered incense to idols to aave,^ 
themselves and their property. This emboldened 
heathen, and grieved the faithful, but it did not inl 
midate them. The amphitheatre, the forum, or plj 
where the Christians avowed their religion, wa? 
crowded v/ith pagan spectators. Here they saw ec- 
clesiastics, laymen, and frequently delicate women, 
brought before the magistrates, and every effort tried 
to induce them to renounce the Lord Jesus, and to 
offer incense to the emperor's statue, or to other idols. 
They saw them endure a series of tortures, the most 
ingenius that rage and cruelty could devise ; tortures 
of burning, scourging, or fractures, which were often 
protracted for several days. They saw the fortitude » 
meekness and ^^alience with which the saints support- 
ed their sufferings, and heard the prayers they offered. 
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to God for ibeir misguided peniecutors, and for all tbe 
world. They saw the full triumph of tbe faith, which 
transported the sufferers to a contempt of death, and 
almost to an insensibility of bodily pailn. They saw 
the utmost powers of earth and hell dcf^pised ; and a 
eight so divine could not be unproductive, of very ex- 
traordinary effects. One part of the multitude was 
mad with rage, and ascribed the fortitude of the mar* 
tyrs to an unaccountable obstinacy. But those who 
were more judicious, and better disposed, regarded 
the martyrs in a Afferent view. Seeing them renounce 
riches, liberty and life, sooner than their religion, by 
the worship of idols, commanded their admiration, 
and subdued their prejudices. 

They would no longer remain unacquainted with 
those divine doctrines which communicated to the 
sufferers a support more than human. The amiable, 
quiet, and industrious HvIbs of the Christians were 
contrasted with the ferocious dispositions of their per- 
secutors ; and the happy death of the former, with the 
miserable exit of the latter. The full and perfect 
light of revelation was op|>osed to the feeble glimmer- 
^ij3ga of pagan philosophy ; the purity and simplicity 
[of tliQ ChiisUan worship were compared with the pro- 
ine and superstitious rituals of the temples ; Uie rea- 
[ionableneBB of approaching God by one Mediator, who 
lEOciated in his adorable person the divine and hu- 
lan nature* was contrasted wilh the multitude of 
»ds who were once artists or princes. They un- 
veiled the real face of Christianity, and acknowledg- 
ed her original to he i'rom heaven. 

It was, therefore, to promote the conversion of the 
heathen, that the Lord Jesus exposed his precious 
members ; yea, the choice rams of his jQock in sacri- 
fice. The conversions made by the martyrdom of a 
few faithful Christians were more than could have 
been made by a thousand homilies. 

It is worthy here to add, that in some cases of ge« 
neral carnage, in which the saints could not have 
glorified Gwi m this manner by their death, Ke vjre- 
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to tiH taUH or i«n«atarii iBgr T^n, Uw OhiteUial* 
wm nmf of Oodi^ wltt SteMB thair UabHH f^M 
taP*HsbejOBd the Jonten. Also, when the Van- 
■ IT Alsrie ■tormed the city of Rome, the Chrig- 
> And tft thrir church, aod the pagans to their 
plei. Tlw tMlfoarians pursued them, and sftarcd 
neltlMraga BW MX : but when they came to the church 
ia which -ttc-CMnians were assembled, tliey bad not 
flMpMlW to hurt an indiWdual. These are encou- 
• of God having sealed his Gerrante, 
d to protect his church. The latter in- 
MrfUly urged by Augustine, in his city 
of Otoit ■glUct fMLganism, as n special intcrpoution 
of |M»vUmmIb fiTOr or ChriBtianity. 

Villi Haviag ifioken concerning the sufleringt o( 
^e Hdnts, it i» proper to add a few oliservations con- 
M«KtlgdW«wUTeag;eanceof God OD their hardened 
perMBatan.' Wltti regard to the Jens, the cniciGx> 
iOR of Jani) and the obstinate r^ectton of his gospel, 
Hken eOBflnwd by a Beries of miracles, were crimet 
whieb merited tbe most signal reogeancc of heaven. 
Bat that loiig>«nSbring of God, which had borne witbM 
dieir Eathers (br^ years in the tvildernesst'Czentiw 
iti elameiiey towanU tlieni for the same number a 
yokn n ader tbe gospel economy. But tbe ptraiBb-J 
meat of Ue guUty seems tbe heavier for being d ~ " 
ed. {HaTioft ia the seventieth year of Chriri, tl 
ed agaiotf the BomanH, they were shut up in Jei 

lem, aad aintained a moat calamitous 5iege, in w' 

eleven hundred thoiiKand of them perished by the- 
sword, the pestilen^^e. and famine. Those who sur- 
fiwd, acconlii^ 1o the words of Chriuf, were led 
away eaptive to all natloiu: A1h>(. in the itif^ dt 
Trajan, and oT Adrian, hb nieeeNtn-, tbejr revolted 
again, under Barcheefaeva, a Cake McMiafa, and maw- 
■aered the Romana wherever their inleiest prevaHeift. 
Tlieywere inbtuated to-deatroetioB. AAian Blew* 
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five hundred and eighty thoaMnd of tliem in Jnde*;? 
udMTsn luuKtred aad twenty thooand more in tlw' 
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different provinees. He razed also the foundation of 
the temple, and caused a ploughshare to pass over it, 
Luke xxi. This was a striUng accomplishment of 
our Saviour's prediction, and a luminous evidence of 
the truth of Christianity. Nor would the Christians 
be wanting to notice it, and to draw a just and striking 
parallel between the sins and punishments of this 
hardened people. To these may be added, the dis- 
eases and calamities which God inflicted on Herod, 
on Maximian, on Valerian, and others, who had per- 
secuted the church. He who toucheth Zion touch- 
eth the apple of God's eye. 

IX. From these deplorable scenes of pagan fury, 
which threatened to exterminate the church, we are 
unexpectedly called to contemplate her sudden eleva- 
tion 'to honor and influence, and to see her caressed, 
nore than ever she had been despised. 

While the imperial sceptre was in the hands of hea- 
then princes, Christianity had but a small proportion 
of the great and learned among its converts. Fre- 
^ qnently exposed to provincial or general persecuticms, 
V or in constant apprehension from edicts unrepealed, 
its professors exceeded our conception in fiuth, purity, 
L and love. The converts from paganism embraced it 
W. from a conviction of its excellence, and at the risk of 
f^ eveiy wordly comfort. They made the Lord their on- 
i^ ly hope, and gloried in suffering for his name. But 
i;^ the wise and righteous God, who has invariably plae- 
^^ niankind ki flMrtate of probation, saw it meet at this 
period to reverse the adversity of the saints, and give 
them the highest prosperity that the imperial authori- 
ty and munificence could confer. 

Constantine, on his investment with the imperial 
diadem, had to contend with Maxentius, who had be- 
come a tyrant at Rome. When entering on the ex* 
pedition, he was dubious from whom of the gods he 
should solicit assistance. He recollected that the pa- 
gan divinities had afforded no aid to the superstitious 
Dioclesian, while his father Constantius, who had re- 
nounced the mythology of the Greeks, prospered in all 
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ters to Gaul, to Asia, and Egypt, to do the Bame*. 
This occasioned a schiBm at Rome. The poor who 
ha<l saved their souhs by fidelity, separated from the 
rich, who had saved th^r estates by apostacy. No* 
vatus, and five more presbyters of Rome, espoused 
their cause, and uTote letters to all the churches eoa- 
ceming'the steps they had ^ken. Schisms weie 
consequently occasioned in Byzantium, now Constan- 
tinople, in Alexandria, and in all those churches in 
which the apostolic discipline was superseded. The 
Catharians, or ancient Puritans, every where united 
with the Novatians, and the sect became great and 
Nourishing for several ages* Theodosius, the j^obb 
emperor, seems to have entertained a high regaa^ for 
them, and to have conferred many favors on .their 
bishops, because they were peaceful subjects, and ad- 
hered to the true faith, that Christ is one substance 
with the Father. 

Schism, it must be acknowledged, is a deplorable 
evil, to which recourse should never be had, bnt ia 
the foulest cases, where conscience is deeply cob; 
cerned, and where redress cannot be obtained. . A: 
even in those sad cases, men should be cautlpiu 
they proceed : it is often better to bear one evil 
occasion many. We cannot view this gre&t se^* ^ 
out emotions of anxiety. They were expotfw'ie j 
fury of the heathen, on the one hand, which soi 
times extended to martyrdom, and to unkind offic 
of those Christians from whom they had separated! 
Surely nothing could have induced them to do this^ 
but a tender conscience. Indeed, it does not ap- 
pear that the Novatians had any alternative, but 
either to separate or be corrupted, and no consideri^* 
tion can compensate for the loss of purity. 

Much as the circumstances which led to the No- 
yatian schism are to be deplored, in the next age a 
rent of a far more awful nature divided the church at 
large. The influx of the heathen into the church, 
during the reign of Constantine, has been already no^ 
ieedf md it was not long before she had seyerely to 
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repeiit of her'incaution in having opened her bosom 
to a multitade of unregenerate children. Arius, a 
presbyter of Alexandria, published to the world, that 
Jesus Christ was but a creature, though the first and 
highest of aU created spirits. He seems to hare been 
led into this error hy some unguarded discourse of hie 
bishop, and following the Septuagint's corrupt trans- 
lation of Proverbs viii. 22. *' the Lord possessed me,'" 
which the seventy read, *^ ixrta-ifu. The Lord creat- 
ed me in the beginning of his ways." And admitting 
the Septuagint were a true reacting, it was very pre- 
posterous to rest so weighty a doctrine on a single 
text. When seeking the truth, we should humbiy 
follow the general scope of revelation. Some of the 
ancient Christians really understood this passage to 
speak of the Logos, or word, which was made flesh ; 
but others regarded it only as a grand personificatiDn 
of the divine wisdom, which could no more be created 
than the only begotten of the Father. 

This controversy was as delicate as interesting; 
for the incomprehensible nature of God cannot be de- 
fined. '' Now we see through a glass darkly /' that 
is, by analogy — ^by the reverence we owe to an earthly 
fiather, We are taught to reverence our Father who is 
-in heaven-; and by the idea of an earthly sovereign, 
we <^template and worship the Sovereign Majesty 
of the universe. 

** What can we reason but from what we know ?*' 

The Logos, therefore, is not understood to be be- 
gotten of 5ie Father, as in human procreation ; he is 
the brightness, or beaming forth of his glory, and the 
express image of his person. 

On this subject, the Arians displayed a wanton wit. 
They appealed to reason, as though reason had been 
competent to decide, that a father must be older than 
his son, that three persons could not be one person. 
But the Catholics appealed to the divine scriptures, 
that the doctrine of the one true and eternal God, was 
there copiously revealed under the persons ^vvd names 



«r Faflxtr, Sm, ud Spirit Tbc doetriM implied ■» 
•bmilitr by being incnnPtUv of definitloii; and it WM 
M laipoiubla for the Ariuii uid SocUdan, to defiM 
tka nature of God, at the Christian to defiiie tbe n< 
irtencc of the godhead. It diKOren a tnoit dcHgH> 
hi Bocialitj- in the Datjr, and Bhinei forth with |ice» 
liar ^ory in tbe haman redemption. ** God wAa b 
ChrW teeonciliiig the world unto himself; hj wfca t 
we have acccu to tbe Father, through tbe S|dril. 
any man keep my word, tbe Father and I will loM 
Urn, and we will come unto him, and make oar abodt 
with him. I will pny the Father, and be ' 
joa another Comforter that be maj abide with' 
for erer. Kn»w j* not, that jronrbodiet are the! 
plea of the Hoif Ghoit ? And if any man deflle tha 
temple of God, him ihall God destroy. Eye hath not 
■een, ear hath not heaid, neither bare entered tlw 
hMrt of man, the things that God hath prepared to 
them that lOTe iiini. But God hath revealed ' 
ton* by bis Spirit; for the Spirit revealctbaUtt 
yea. the deep things of God." 

The doctrine of the trinity, or godhead, Eupersedi 
all imaginary demonstntmns of its absnrdity, by ! 
perfect unity. Tliis renders our addresses to each 
the triune Ood,properand perfcotly safe. When we 
address the Father, we worship the God nlio made 
the world ; when we address the Son, we norahip the 
same Creator and Lord, Jolin i.' 3. And when we ad- 
dress the Holy Spirit, we worship him who moved at 
tbe face of the great deep, who regenerates our n» 
ture, and who shall <]ulcken onr mortal bodies. UenM 
the doctrine is SGriplanl, and free from all absvdi^. 
But Arianism implies alranrditiei both real and Uaa> 
phemous ; that (he Lc^oa, a creature, is the express 
image of God; that a creature created all creatnrest 
Ibat he receives the incommunicable names of Ood 
without horror; that he upholdetb all tUnga by Am- 
word of his power ; and that he thoiq;ht It no fObbeiT 
' 'le equal with God in 
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■ But the disputes were not confined to the clergy ; 
the laboring people were seen disputing in the streets 
and markets on these sublime topics, and sometimes 
ready to tight. Sad signs that piety had lost her in- 
fluence in the church. 

To compose these troubles, Constantine convened 
the celebrated council of Nice, which consisted of 
three hundred and eighteen bishops, and more than 
that number of priests and deacons. Here they esta- 
blished the Homoiiusian faith, that the Son is one 
substance with the Father; which term became, for 
the future, a tesi-'Word^ and formed an insuperable bar- 
•rier against the inundation of error. 

After the death of Constantine, the succeeding em- 
peror was persuaded by a priest to embrace the errors 
of Arius, and to give his followers possession of most 
of the churches in Asia and Egypt The Arians pos- 
sessed the churches in Constantinople also for the 
space of forty years. But the Homoousian faith final* 
ly prevailed, and it will ever prevail while the scrip- 
tures are considered as the word of God. In Alex- 
andria, Athanaiiius stood like a rock ; and though he 
was banished three limes, and loaded with calumnies 
without numlier, nothing could move him from the 
truth. In Oaul and the west, the Arians could do 
nothing; the churches being warned on the com* 
mencement of the controversy, to hold fast the pure 
a))OBtolic faith, as once delivered to the saints. 

In the issue, the Arians quarrelled and divided 
among themselves on this curious question, whether 
the Father could be called Father before the creation 
of the Son ? And after troubling the church three 
hundred years, these sects were totally suppressed. 

O blessed and adorable Lord Jesus! hast thou con- 
descended to assume our frail humanity, and to offici- 
ate as our prophet, priest, and king ; and have men, 
fleeing thee in the form of a servant, and in these sub- 
ordinate offices, overlooked thy divine character, and 
withheld the homage due to thy eternal majesty ? 
Pity their weakness, enlighten their mmd^^^M.^^"^^ 

^4 r. r- r^. ^ f>l^ 



D their sin, for they know not what they do. Let 
e illumination of thy Holy Spirit bo irradiate our 
inds, that in seerng thee we may see the Father 
Iso. ^ O holy, blessed, and glorious trinity, three 
ersons and one God, have mercy upon us, miserable 
inners. Let it please thee to bring into the way oi 
jrnth ail such as have erred and are deceived ; that 
ire may worship thy name ever one God, world with- 
out end !^' Amen. 

Before the propagation of the gospel, theworid 
aihoanded, even as now, with religious opinions. The 
Jews, philosophers, and pagans were divided into 
sects which combated one another^s opinions. Oar 
knowledge is so circumscribed, and our researches 
after truth so slow and imperfect, that we cannot help 
variety of opinion with regard both to the study it 
nature and of revelation. In this view mental errors 
are entitled to the same compassion as blindness and 
lameness in the body. 

In the first three centuries, ecclesiastic history has 
enumerated eighty sects that troubled the church ; 
and in the fourth and fifth centuries near fifty more*. 
Bnt -some of these had but a short existence, and 
scarcely ezt«Mded themselves beyond the limits of a 
city. The Novatians and Arians were probably five 
times more numerous than all the others. The pioui 
Montanists, Cataphrygians, as well as the Catharians^ 
seem to have united with the Novatians, which was 
one cause why that sect became so great. Many ol 
the sectarians united also with the Arians. 

V. We shall next consider the general apostaci 
and corruption of the clergy ; and true piety wonlf 
wish to draw the veil of oblivion over so painful a sni 
ject. This being impossible, it becomes our duty f 
derive the best instruction we can from the desolatic 
which sin hath made in the sanctuary of God. 

The disciples, unacquainted with the nature of thi 
masier's kingdom, contended who should be greate 
^Jem, knowing the consequences of this evil, destij 
I^Bj^ by the root. He took *' a HtUe ehild, and 
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bim in the midst of them, and 8aid» verily I say unto 
you, except ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven. The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship, 
and are called benefactors. It shall not be so witk 
you ; but he that is greatest among you, let him be as 
the younger^ and he that is chief, as he that doth- 
serve," Luke xxii. 24, 25, 26. 

These solemn instructions the apostles never for- 
got : the unity and comfort of Christian society were 
involved in keeping them. The church at Jerusalen^ 
they govern as a council of brethren, and with the 
advice of the people. Acts xv. 22. St Paul having 
succeeded in planting churches in most of -the great 
cities of Asia and Greece, ordained a proper number 
of pastors in each church, whom he sometimes calls 
bishops, and sometimes presbyters. That the office 
of bishop and presbyter differed but in Sige and 
honor fully appears from the fpUowing scriptures. 

Paul and Barnabas " return again to Lystra, and 
Iconium, and Antioch, confirming the souls of the disr 
ciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith. And 

rwhen they had ordained them presbyters in every, 
^church, they prayed with fasting, and commended 
^ them to the Lord, on whom they believed," Acts xiv. 

X.2h 23. 

tV . From Miletus, Paul sent for the presbyters of Ephe- 

^ tfos, and in giving them a solemn charge he said, 

** take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the 

flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made you bi- 

abops," Acts XX. 28. 

" Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Chiist». 
to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Fhilippi, 
with the bishops and deacons," Phil. i. 1. 

Hence we may fairly conclude, that the office of a 
bishop was but another name for the office of a presby- 
ter; otherwise, they had many bishops in this church, 
but no presbyters. 

*^ For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou 
shouldst set ia order the things that are wantin^v uid 
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ordain preBbyters in every city, as I appointed thee. 
If any man be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
haying faithful children, not accused of riot, or nn- 
mly : for a bishop must be blameless, as the steward 
or God," Titus i. 5, 6, 7. 

'* The presbyters which are among you I exhort, 
who am also a presbyter, and a witness of the 8Qffe^ 
ings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that 
shall be revealed : feed the flock of God wMch is 
among you, performing the ofifice of bishops," 1 Peter 
T. 1,2. The evasive manner in which these texts 
have been (nanslated, shows how much the lovers of 
episcopacy are terrified at the idea of having many 
bishops in one city ; of St. Peter calling himself a 
presbyter; and biddii^ presbyters perform the ofllce 
of bishops. 

This was ecclesiastical polity in the age of unco^ 
rupted simplicity. The presbyters, qualified by the' 
Holy Ghost, instructed the church, and labored at 
their trades to support their families ; for the church, 
in many places, was so small and poor, that it could 
not support its itinerant ministers. '^ Among the an- 
•ients," says Jerome, *^ bishops and presbyters were1||| 
the same, tiie one being a name of dignity, the other ' 
of age."* 

In a course of years, and even before the death 
St. John, talents, experience, and age, had made c( 
siderable distinction among the presbyters ; and he^ 
who was best qualified, had gradually been called to 
a principal share in managing the church in every 
city. After this distinction, the appellations of bishop- 
and presbyter, which had been promiscuously given 
to all the nunisters, became appropriate. The senior 
or presiding was called bishop, and those minbters 
who assisted him, if he had any assistants, were called 
presbjrters. These distinctions having obtained in 
the great churches first, spread throughout the Chrit- 
tian world. 

iDquam mpud veteres iidnn episcopi et presbyter! fuerint; quia 
"*** dignitas est, hoc statis. Hieroo. ep. 83. ad Ocean. Tom. 2. 
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These remarks are not intended to depreciate pri- 
mitive episcopacy, or to serve a party interest; tliey 
Intend no more titan the investigation of truth on a 
controverted subject. Nothing couUl be more ami- 
able than to see a venerable pastor at the head oi' the 
church in every lai^e town, and governing it with 
the advice of his brethren and the people : so Cjpriau 
and the other good bishops governed their churches. 
Their age and office, combined with a life of useful- 
ness, conferred on them a salutary influence in com- 
posing the differences and rectifying the faults of tlieir 
flock. 

Some great evils, however undesigned, were thc' 
consequence; of this innovation. ThoFe good men 
who had imitated the apostles in their itinerancy, and 
successfully planted and nourished the churches, soon 
desisted from their extensive labors; and the edifica 
tion ot the churches was as much an object of Hi- 
Paul's travels as the planting them, Rom. i. 7 — 1 5. 

Experience soon ctiscovered another evil, too diffi- 
cult to be removed. Whenever a bishop became im- 
perious or corrupt, he could seldom be deposed with- 
out a schism. Besides, the council of bishops, usually 
convened on such occasions, was ever solicitous to en- 
large rather than to curtail the rights of episcopacy. 
Corruption having once obtained, soon secured itself 
a prevailing interest. 

But the clergy were not long content with the sim- 
pte distinction of bishop, presbyter and deacon. When 
disputes arose, it was usual for the bishop of a small 
town to ask advice of the bishop of the metropolis, 
who had many clergymen, and whose advice woul<i 
be regarded as wise and weighty. Thifj was bisjhly 
proper, and often productive of happy effect?, iiovv- 
evcr, after the bishops of great cities were invvnlcd 
with civil authority, they claimed this right of advis- 
ing and controlling the country bishojis, as the ,r;.- 
rogative of their sees. Hence originated the order oi 
archbishoiis, and soon after the order of v».t.vVAVMV\'^. 

I 
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From this period, the church was governed, as the 
kings of the Gentiles govern their kingdoms. 

VJ. Having distinguished the clergy from the laitj, 
I feel it a duty to bring forward an observation, that 
the liberty of the prophesying both in the Jewish and 
in the Christian church, was never denied to laymea 
whose piety and abilities were approved. By the gift 
of the Holy Ghost, all believers were constituted the 
sons of God, and brethren of Christ. He had washed 
them from their sins in his own blood, and made them 
kings and priests to God. They were a chosen gene- 
ration, and a royal priesthood. But many of the 
gifted men were so encumbered with families and busi- 
ness, that they could not be wholly devoted to the 
work, and it would have been wrong to have suppres- 
sed their talents, Rom. xii. 3. 

In the church of Corinth, and no doubt in all the 
great churches, they enjoyed the liberty of instructing 
the people. Saint Paul expresses his approbation of 
these meetings, by exhorting them to preserve order. 
^' If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by 
two, or at most by three, and that by course, and let 
one interpret. For ye may all pro[)hesy one by one, 
that all may learn, and all be comforted,^' 1 Cor. 
xii. 14. 

The liberty of what is now termed lay-preaching 
was not wholly lost in the time of Origen. £vel|ii8 
was invited to preach by Neon, bishop of Laranda, 
Faulinus by Celsus, bishop of Iconium ; and Theodo- 
rus by Atticus, bishop of Synnada. These instances 
are urged in defence of the bishops of Syria, who had 
permitted Origen to preach. He was a deacon and 
oatechist, but the above were only laymen.^ Of this 
expiring liberty we hear no more ; it was soon mono- 
polized by the priesthood. But the reader will perceive, 
that if laymen of talents were so useful in the primi- 
tive church, it is the duty of such characters to exert 
themselves now in the same way for the conversion 

* Euseb. HVsl. 'E^c\ea,'\jfo. %, ca^- "stvii 
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of their neighbors ; especially every man should offi- 
ciate as a teacher in his own house. 

VIL We shall next consider the loss of liberty in 
the primitive church, with regard to her unlimited 
power of choosing pastors. By the desire of St. Pe- 
ter, the church of Jerusalem chose seven men to take 
eareof their widows and the indigent, who could be 
useful to their souls as we}! as to their bodies. Fabi- 
an, a layman, was elected bishop of Rome by the 
whole congregation, a dove having descended on his 
head at the moment when they were divided in their 
choice.* Spyridon, a poor shepherd, was exalted at 
once, on account of his piety, to be bishop of a city.f 
Frument]u», a laymen also, by the advice of Athana- 
sius, was made bishop over some Indians, to whom he 
had been useful.} Ambrose, when only a eatechuman> 
and unbaptized, was elected bishop of Milan.§ In 
general, a church elected a man of its own communi- 
ty, but they were not obliged to do so. John Chry- 
sostom, presbyter of Antioch, whose eloquence was 
never exceeded, was elected to the see of Constanti- 
noide. 

The first Christian emperor who had liberally suppli- 
ed the wants of the clergy, promoted many of them to 
considerable offices of trust and dignity, and enriched 
the churchy with the spoils of paganism, had unde- 
signedly caused the episcopal chair to become an ol> 
ject highly flattering to ambition. From this period, 
the election of a bishop instead of being preceded by 
lasting and prayer, and every man voting from his 
heart, often exhibited shameful scenes, of noise and 
riot. The people had no longer any occasion to drac; 
the timorous shepherd from his closet to the church ; 
there were generally two or more competitors. In 
Alexandria, and in Rome, blood has been shed on those 
occasions. The contest between Damasus and Ursi- 
cinus for the Roman see, wa,s so great, that one hun- 
dred and thirty-seven dead bodies were found in the 

* Euseb.Hist Eccles. lib. 6. cap. xxix. \ SocT^."WaX."EA«\!es.A^.\ 
cap. xifc / Ibid. cap. x'a. } Ibid. lib. 4. caip, ^ik. 
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uniformly be obsen'ed, tended either to extend its 
sovereignty, or to augment its revenues. On the f* 
premacy was founded the claim of investiture to all 
ecclrsiustical preferments. This brought the papal 
see a vast influx of wealth by simony. But the kingi 
could never be prevailed upon to yield more than a 
partial submission to this enormous claim. The do^ 
trine of the two swords, so warmly debated when fint 
advanced, was foimded on a mutilation of our Sa- 
viour's words to Peter, " put up thy sword." By this 
his holiness inferred, the necessity of having both a 
temporal and a spiritual swonl. The former, by re- 
gular forces and crusades of pilgrims to fight against 
heretics; and the latter, to denounce anathemas 
against the incorrigil)le. But the main part of the 
text was omitted, '^ they that take the Bword shall 
perish by the sword." Hereby the pontiff associated 
in his own person the high offices of Moses and Aaron, 
and aided by seventy cardinals, in imitation of the 
seventy elders, or the seventy disciples, reigned as a 
god in the universal church. The doctrine of in&l- 
libility, brought litigated causes into the papal court, 
in the form of an appeal ; and he whose cause was 
wanting in equity, wouhl not be defective in bribes. 
The worship of saints brought crowds of pilgrims an- 
nually to particular churches; and in paying theirde- 
votion, they did not apjiear before the Lord empty. 
The doctrines of penance and absolution, of auricn- 
lar confession, at least once a year, and the sale of 
indulgences and dispensations, to live in fornicatkw 
or adultery, were equally productive to every deseiip' 
tion of the clergy. Of the same description, are the 
doctrines of purgatory ; masses for the dead ; and the 
keys, or power of binding and loosing in heaven* 
They produced a terrific effect on the minds of dybl 
people, and often induced them to wrong their chil- 
dren by donations to the church. The doctrine d 
transubstantiation, or power of changing the bread 
and wine into the real body and blood of Christ bj 
consecration, operated a^ \]^« ui^i^xak^V^I «mI to li 



Td CHRISTIANITT. 113 

i preceding errors. Perhaps the age will come 
I en it will scarcely be credited that ever a mortal 
Lest presumed to create his immortal Saviour. Er- 
* and interest being here so artfully combined, it 
H easily be perceived that the pontificate could 
=vcr be reformed by argument. A good man had 
> opening but to enter his closet, and weep for the 
isolations of the sanctuary. 

It should, however, be observed, in honor of the 
icients, that each of these errors was warmly con- 
overted. The priests, finding their antagonists as- 
iil them with arguments from the primitive fathers, 
^ere assiduous to interpolate those venerable works 
nth sentiments in favor of tliese lucrative errors, and 

suppress all those passages which militated against 
hem. Daille, a French protestant minister of in- 
omparable learning, has largely proved, in his trea- 
ise on th£ right use of the fathers, that none of their 
writings have escaped corruption. The sacred scrip- 
Lire also did not escape their sacrilegious hands ; and 

1 very many passages, though sure of detection, for 
^is book was diffused in languages and nations far 
eyond the influence of Rome. They particularly 
oppressed the second commandment, and divided 
le tenth into two, to keep up the number in the de- 
alogue. But the political state of the world favored 
le introduction of the jjapal errors. The disorganiza- 
on of the ancient empire permitted the northern na- 
oos to pour forth in successive armies over all £u- 
)pe : they overturned governments, destroyed learn- 
ig, and gradually changed the language of whole 
ingdoms. The dark ages ensued, and the people 
'ere left entirely in the hands of the clergy. The 
Tuption of these nations must be regarded as the 
3ourge of Almighty God on his apostate and carnal 
hurch. The same may be observed with regard to 
ie success of the Saracens in the east. Consequent- 
^ in this pontificate, or reigning priesthood, which 
trugt^led to take heaven and earth into \U oY«iv\v^\i^'^'v 
e are presented with the Jnti-cKristian l£«iipvpe^ 
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which forms a very conspicuous part of the scripture 
prophesies. But having wearied the reader with aa 
afflictive subject, we shall consider those predictions 
In the succeeding section. 

May the all-wise and gracious Spirit of God en- 
lighten our understandings, and regenerate our hearts, 
that we may learn by the church the manifold wisdom 
of God. Amen. 



i 



SECTION VII. 

PROPHUIBB CONCEBKINO TUB ANTI-CHRISTIIN BMPIBB. 

Ble^ned is be that readeth, and they that hear the words of this j^ 
phes7, and keep those things which are written therein ; for the tune 
15 at hand. Rev. l 3. 

The sacred prophesies have been generally couch- 
ed in terms somewhat dark and obscure, yet not so 
obscure but they could animate the church with the 
hope of deliverance, though she could not clearly as- 
certain the nature, nor calculate the time of that deli- 
verance. The veil of prophesy was not to be lifted 
up too far, lest it should interfere with our moral free- 1 
dom, or lay open the divine counsel to evil angeU. j 
Hence the primitive fathers could not know what ( 
was intended by ** the man of sin" sitting in the tem- 
ple of God, or by the beast who should make war 
with the saints. Some of them really thought that 
the Anti-christ would be a great prince who for forty- I 
two months would bring the greatest desolation oi | 
the church. If the prophesies on this subject were 
open enough to guard the church against apostacji 
and to support her under tedious sufiferings, with the 
assured hope of deliverance, it was at that period 
quite sufficient. As soon as the man of sin revealed 
his own character, he was immediately known. The 
court of inquisition had not been long established, be- 
fore the sufferers be^au \» m%\8j& nqt^ li^^Sn^m^iff^ 
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ing the appellation of anti-christ on the Roman poa* 
tificate. The idea was (irst communicated by the 
Waldenses. But learned men were slow in deyiating 
from the fathers. It was not till the last centurj that 
every iota of these prophesies was applied to the cle- 
rical empire, and the application supported by authen- 
tic history. To this empire they all refer with per- 
fect identity, and they cannot be referred to any 
other. 

Among the great and good men who have the fair- 
est claim to originality in the discussion of these pre- 
dictions are, our Joseph Mede and Dr. Henry More. 
Among the French reformed ministers, Chamier, Ju- 
rieu, and Claude, deserve particular consideration. 
I mention them here, because they are mostly follow- 
ed in the illustration of the subsequent prophesies. 
Providence having recently confirmed some of their 
comments, we may follow them with a degree of con- 
fidence which could not be done at the time they 
wrote. 

It is now generally understood, that the prophesies 
contained in the ten last chapters of the Revelationj, 
are a continuation of the prophesies of Daniel ; and 
that Antiochus, who defiled the temple, and caused 
the daily sacrifice to cease for three years and a half, 
was an obvious type of anti-christ, who should defile 
the church ibr forty-two months, or twelve hundred 
and sixty years ; reckoning here, as in the seventy 
weeks of Daniel, a year fpr a day. But we shall re- 
strict our observations on this subject to the principal 
prophesies contained in the New Testament. 

I. 2 Thess. ii. 1, 2, 3. " Now I beseech you, breth- 
ren," says St. Paul, " by the coming of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 
that ye be not soon shaken in mind, neither by spirit, 
Dor by word, nor by letter as from us, that the day of 
Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you by any 
means f* that is by any pretended revelation from the 
Spirit, or letter from the apostle ; *< for that dft.^ %¥a!&. 
'not come, except there come-nfolQui!^ %.^«:s ^m^k^^aft 
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that man of sia be reyealed, the eon of perdition.*' 
By the day of Christ Is here meant, his coming in 
flaming fire to take vengeance on them that know 
not God, and obey not the gospel. By the falling 
away we learn, that the anti-christ was not to be an 
in<ti vidua], but a head over the apostate church. He 
is called the man of sin, because his whole system of 
ecclesiastical polity is a gradation of tyranny, and an 
•ntire mass of corruption. Be is called, like Judas, 
the son of perdition, because, for the acquisition of 
wealth, he betrays the interests of his master, and 
brings upon himself and his empire everlasting de- 
•truction. 

y. 4. <' Who opposeth and exalteth himself above 
all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that 
he as God sitteth in the temple of God." We have 
but to read the history of the popes to identify thid 
prophetic character. The pontificate is enthroned 
in the temple or church of God, and has assumed the 
power of the Most High in dethroning kings, and hi 
•xalting others to the regal dignity. It has blasphe- 
mously assumed the divine prerogatives to bind and 
loose in heaven, and usurped authority over the dic^ 
tates of conscience, and the rights of private opinion. 

V. 5. " Remember ye not, that when I was yet 
with .you, I told you these things?" He foresa# 
that a spirit of insubordination to the yoke of Chrhit, 
and a love of pre-eminence, would be excited in the 
church, and cautioned them to watch against it. 

V. 6, 7. " And now ye know what withholdeth 
that he might be revealed in his time : for the mysteijr 
of iniquity doth already work ; only he who now let- 
teth will let, until he be taken out of the way." The 
imperial government hindered the bishop of Rome 
from exercising the sovereignty which he claimed; but 
when the Goths and others had divided the empire 
into about ten kingdoms, a way was opened for the 
pontificate gradually to extend its sovereignty, and ua- 

~ 'itsxharacter. 
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V.8,9,10. '< Then shall that wicked," or lawless 
pontificate, *^ be revealed, whom the Lord shall con- 
sume with the Spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy- 
by the brightness of his coming : even him whose com- 
ing is after the working of Satan, with all power, and 
signs, and lying wonders ; and with all deceivableness 
of unrighteousness in them that perish, because they 
veceived not the love of the truth, that they might b« 
saved." The clerical domination obtained its influ- 
ence by imitating the policy of Satan ; some were se- 
duced to submission by fair promises, and others were 
intimidated by cruel persecutions. Their high claims 
to universal sovereignty were supported by myriads 
of pretended miracles, and lying wonders. This mys- 
tery of iniquity, this deceivableness of unrighteous- 
ness, was masked under a semblance of sanctity, by 
which the apostate church was deceived and brought 
into subjection. 

y. 11,12. «*For this cause God shall send them 
strong delusion, that they should believe a lie; that 
they all might be damned who believe not the truth, but 
had pleasure in unrighteousness." We have here the 
sin and punishment of the apostate church. Having 
nothing of Christianity but the name, they loved not 
the plain apostolic preaching which struck at the root 
of every vice : they preferred those teachers who 
lectured softly on moral subjects, and in the style of 
the pagan schools. At length, they believed not, or 
at least lived as though they believed not the truth. 
This was their sin; and God, by instructive justice, 
made it their punishment. After having quenched 
the Spirit, he abandoned them to the most deplorable 
superstition and error. They lived in the pleasures 
of pagans, believed every feigned miracle, and ima- 
gined that the priest could transact the afifairs of their 
conscience with God. They did not love the yoke 
of Christ, and therefore he gave them up to the power 
of anti-christ, whom he will gradually consume by re- 
publishing the pure gospel, and totally destroy by the 
Tenjgeance of his appearing. In tbi^ \xi\,er^T^\.^>cL^% 
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the primitive fathers nearly all concur^ though thej 
understood not the anti-christ, which seems to be the 
effect of pure and uniform tradition. 

It should be remarked, that the whole of this proph^ 
sj is taken from Daniel's little horn, and mighty king, 
▼ii. 2^. xL 36. This will appear by comparing a few 
passages. '< He shall speak great words against the 
Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most 
High, and think to change times and laws. The king 
shall do according to his will, and he shall exalt him- 
self, and magnify himself above every God, and shall 
speak marvellous things against the God of Gods. 

II. The next prophesy we shall consider respecfr 
ing the anti-christ, occurs in the first epistle of Paul 
to Timothy, iv. 1, 2, 3. << Now, the Spirit speaketh 
expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart 
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and 
doctrines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy, haying 
their conscience seared with a hot iron ; forbidding 
to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats 
which God hath created to be received with thanks' 
giving.'' The apostacy has already been discussed^ 
and the doctrines of demons signifies the worship of 
saints and angels. The heathens termed their divini^ 
ties demons, as appears from Acts xvii. 18. where the 
original is, strange demons ; and the apostle seems to 
have used the heathen term because of the sirailari^ 
between pagan and Christian idolatry. The text^ 
however, seems to have been mutilated by the adv<h 
cates of image-worship. Epiphanius cites the pash 
sage against some who worship the Virgin Mary ; and 
after the doctrines of demons he adds, '< for they shall 
be worshippers of dead men, saith the apostle, as. in 
Israel also they were worshipped.* To give the (di- 
vine sanction to worship so lucrative to the priests» 
they invented myriads of legendary tales concerning 
the miracles and wonders feigned to be performed at 
the shrines of the saints. By the propagation of these 
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iies to deceive the credulous, and bj cruelly persecu- 
ting, and frequently burning those who opposed them, 
they demonstrated that their conscience was seared 
with a hot iron. This professional hypocrisy they 
covered with the garb of continence and sanctity, and 
justified all their crimes by a boasted zeal for the glo- 
ly of God. They abstained from lawful marriage, and 
some time ate nothing but bread for the space of forty 
days. The monks did this to attract the superstitious 
reverence of the populace, and the bishops imposed ce- 
ttbacy on the clergy, partly from the same motive, and 
partly because it enabled them to employ a multitude 
of poor priests at an easy expense. But it was prin- 
cipally alleged, that the priests having neither wives 
nor children to provide for, would be the less subject 
to the civil power, and the more devoted to the su- 
premacy of the pope. After this manner, error com- 
bined with interest gained the ascendancy in the 
church ; and the mystery of iniquity, which had long 
been working, at length boldly exalted itself above 
the commandments of God. 

III. The principal prophesies in the book of Reve- 
lation respecting the anti-christian empire, are next 
to be considered. We shall begin with the two wild 
beasts described in the thirteenth chapter. 

y. 1,2. *' And I stood upon the sand of the sea» 
and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven 
heads^and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, 
and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. And the 
beast which I saw was like unto a leopatxl> and hia 
feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the 
mouth of a lion ; and the dragon gave him his power» 
and his seat, and great authority." The pro{)het 
Daniel saw four beasts ascend from the sea, diverse 
one from another. The first was like a lion, and 
represented the Babylonian empire ; the second wa9 
like a bear, and represented the Persian empire ; the 
third was like a leopard, and represented the Grecian 
empire. The fourth, which represented the Roman 
empire, was dreadful and terrible^ and ^Uow^«^^^^^ 
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ed, io Bome sort, when Charles the great was pi^ 
claimed ein(>eror of the Romans, or when Jnstiniaa 
reeeired the imperial dignity. 

But Jurieu has giyen another opinion eoneeming 
the healing of the deadly wound, which I prefer. Ha 
says, that the wound was healed when the ten Ohrifr* 
tian kings were deceiyed by tlie clergy to acknow-' 
ledge the bishop of Rome as soFcreign pontiff. In tibia 
view, ^^ all the world wondered after the beast And 
they worshipped the dragon, which gave power to the 
beast, saying, who is like unto the beast ? who is abk 
to msike war with him ?" By this snbouttii^ to the ■ 
temporal and spiritual tyranny of Rome, they in nali* 
ty forsook the Lord, and did homage to the deviL 

V. 7, 8. ^* And power was given him orer all kin- 
dreds, and tongues, and nations. And all that dw«U on 
earth shall worship him, whose names are not written 
in the book of life of the Lamb dain from the fonndfr- 
tion of the worid.^ This is not true of the German eah 
pire ; but it b really true, that the Christian world ui 
general submitted to the pontificate. '* And power was 
given unto him to continue forty and two months.^ 
This is exactly the same as the duration of Daniel's 
little bom, twelve hundred and nxty days, which, 
according to the manner of calculating prophesy, im- 
plies so many years. Then he shall surely be destroy- 
ed. *•*• He that leadeth into captivity, shall go into 
captivity. He that killeth with the sword, must be 
killed with the sword. Here is the patience, and the 
faith of the saints." 

IV. We shall next proceed to St. John's two hom- 
ed beast, which is expressly descriptive of the pon- 
tificate. 

Rev. ch. xiii. 11. ^'And I beheld another beast 
coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns like 
a Iamb, and he spake as a dragon." The clerical 
empire rose out of the earth as a wild beast leaves -his 
den in the dark, and arrived at the highest glory and 
power : the two horns represent the two swords, or 

J^ttm. iemporal and spinlnaA yvrnw^ Thi& ^s6«iQtals or 
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bullB of the church illustrate this; thejr are issued in 
the high tone of superior majesty. 

v. 12. '* He exerciseth all the powief* of the first beasf 
before him, and eauseth the earth, and them which 
dwell therein^ to worship the first beast, whose deadly 
wound was healed.'' Pagan Rome endeavored to subju- 
gate all nations to her unlimited control, and Christian 
Aome has endeavored by every means to do the same. 
She has healed the wbunded imperial power by pre- 
siding ias the queen mother over her ten reigning sons. 

V. 13. ^^ And he doth great wonders, so that he 
naketh fire to come down from heaven on the earth 
in the sight of men." The pope, and the princes of 
the church, represent the sun and stars of heaven, 
and his anathemas have frequently set whole king- 
doms in a flame of discord and war. 

y. 14. *<And deceiveth them, by means of those 
BEiiracles, saying to them that dwell on the earth, that 
they should make an image to the beast, which had 
the wound by a sword and did live." The pontifi- 
cate is but an image of the ancient Roman power. 
The emperors had their senators, generals, prefects, 
and governors; and the popes have their cardinals, 
legates, metropolitans, and bishops. These are th« 
princes of the anti-christian empire, who have ** power 
to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image 
of the beast should speak, in lying and ambiguous ora- 
cles, as well as the images in the pagan temples ; and 
they have power to cause as many as would not wor- 
ship the image of the beast, should be killed." The 
accomplishment of this prophesy is sufficiently obvi- 
ous from the wars of extermination which the pontifi- 
cate has prosecuted i^ainst all who would not sub- 
mit to its tyranny ; and from the cruel and bloody 
{procedures of the courts of inquisition. Indeed, so 
rigorous and cruel have been those proceedings, that 
they have caused *^all, both small and great, rich 
and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their 
right hand, or in their foreheads." As the slaves had 
their master's mark, sq the cathQU«« \A.\<&>a««DL«wt&r 
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pelled to reeeiTe badges of slaveiy ; they hare bees 
compelled to receive the cross and the -chrism on th^ 
forehead ; they carry the crucifix, rosary and chape> 
let in their right hand, and on pain of damnation^ are 
obliged to confess, at least once a year, to their ptCh 
per priest.^ Surely these are badges of slavery! ^ 
v. 17, 18. ^* And that no man might buy or selT, 
save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast^ 
or the number of his name. H^re is wisdom. Let him 
that hath understanding count the number of the 
beast ; for it is the number of a man ; and his numb^ 
is six hundred, threescore and six." Nothing can be 
more striking than the application of tins prophesy ix^ 
the pontificate : in all its decretals it has prohibited 
the catholics, on pain of excommunication, to hartf 
any intercourse with heretics. With regard to the 
number of the beast, the good Irensstus affinris, on the 
testimony of persons who had conversed with Sti 
John, that it was to be found in the numerical letters 
of his name. He adduces the Greek AATEIKOS^ 
which exactly gives that number, from which he 
infers that the anti-christ was to be of the Latia 
church.f But it should also be remarked, that tfac^ 
numerical letters in the pope's favorite title, V icaiiw 
dei generalis in terris, contain the same number4 
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V. In the serenteenth and eighteenth chapters of 
this book, we have a yeiy figurative description of the 
anti-christian empire, and of its destruction. But the 
Hol^ Spirit saw it meet to disguise the representation, 
under the mystic name of Babylon. Had the descrip- 
tion been more open, it would have made a prenui- 
ture exposure of the divine council, and might have 
occasioned the suppression of those scriptures wliich 
are here considered. 

V. 3, 4. '* And I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet 
colored beast, full of names of blasphemy^ having sev- 
en heads, and ten horns. And the woman was array- 
ed in purple, and scarlet color, and decked with gold, 
and precious stones, and pearls, having a golden cup 
in her hand, full of abominations and filthiness of her 
ibmication." The empires of the earth are represented 
by beasts, but the church is frequently represented by 
a woman. Hence, this woman is the harlot church pre- 
siiHag over the empire, and having the ten kings rein- 
ed at her command. The scarlet, purple, gold, and 
jewels, in which she is drestied, represent the splen- 
dor of the papal court, which has aggrandized itself by 
every species of ecclesiastic corruption. The golden 
cup, full of intoxicating wine, is expressive of the 
pomp and majesty with which Rome asserts its dig- 
nity, and conducts its worship, and of the fascinating 
effects which it has upon the people. They wonder 
tfter the beast, and are dazzled with the decorations 
«f their mother. But the Most High God, who seeks 
Ida temple in the humble heart, abominates this de- 
ceit and pride. The vulgate translation, used by the 
papists, reads, poculum aurcum plenum abominatiane^ 
«nd the first letters of these words make Papa : if this 
^as intended by the Holy Sr.irit, as Jurieu thinks, 
the auihor of these corruptions is published by name. 
The name, however, is suC&ciently marked in the fol- 
lowing verse by four luminous characters. 

V. 5. *« And upon the forehead was a name, writ- 
ten. Mystery — Babylon the great — the mother of har- 
lots--and abomination of the earth.'' Vf Yvt^iiXXA ^\i^^ 
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de MoBtoiioreney was at Borne, he learned, on gooi 
^anthority, that this tenn — ^ mystery," was written sa 
the pope*s diadem, and that it was erased on acgi iit 
ft this text This term is understood to he of # 
same import as St. Paul's mystery of iniquity, w|ikh 
be|^ to work very early in the church^ Aiid it lis 
mysteiy of the proA>undest nature, that so muBh mh_ 
faiUon and wickedness should be couched aiadss tiis 
garh of humble sanctity; that the pontiff shonM mA 
himself the senrant of servants, ioA yet retain jin 
titl^ of Vice Deo. 

. Roqi9 is here denominated Babylm ; beeiHHa^ ss 
that haughty empire captivated the apostate luin e lltfSi 
and demolished their temple ; so the pontifieapn hai 
extended its sovereignty pver the apostate eboNJ^ 
uid defaced the superstructure raised by the ap q itts% 
Likewise^ as God preserved Israel in captivi^A '""Oi 
brought them back after seventy years to rehittd Uf 
city and sanctuary, so he has preserved a peof^ia 
the corrupt and tyrannical church to revive and hk 
form his pure religion; .and at the expiration-. of the 
1260 years, he will complete their emancipation, and 
destroy the empire of their enemies. 

Concerning the- two remaining names» we need bat 
add, that as a woman renders her charactejr infamou 
by leaving a faithful husband and becoming a proiA* 
tute, so t^s church, by bovfing to idols, has in readi^ 
forsaken the Lord, and rendered herself detestable by 
ipnuraerable idolatries and crimes. 

V. 6. <« And I saw the woman drunk with the blood 
of the sunts, and with the blood of the martyrs of 
^ Jesus, and when I saw her I. wondered with greatad^ 
miration." In her intoxication, she thought to have 
secured, her revenues and honors by branding fkb 
saints with the appellation of heretics, and by ext«- 
minating them ; but it developed her real character 
and caused the world to hate her. We have hot to 
read the history of the crusades she published against 
the Waldenses, Albigenses, and others ; the history 
o( iter inquisitions and ma««afa«^\ oC hec bloody wanr 
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Imd executions in every nation, to identify the object 
of this proi)hegy. St. John did not wonder that the 
heathen dragon should persecute the church, but he 
wondered with great admiration that this woman 
should destroy millions of the children she professed 
to nourish. 

V. 7, 8, 9. " And the angel said unto me, wherefore 
didst thou marvel ? I will tell thee the mystery of 
the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which 
hath the seven heads and ten horns. The beast which 
thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of 
the bottomless pit, and go into perdition. The seven 
heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sit- 
teth." We have here a positive declaration, that the 
ambition of the apostate clergy, to enthrone themselves 
over the empire, proceeded from the bottomless pit, 
and that both them and their idolatries shall go into 
perdition, and rise no more. That Rome is here in- 
tended, appears from the seven hills on which the city 
IS built. 

V. 10, 1 1. " And there are seven kings ; five are fal- 
len, and one is, and the other is not yet come, and when 
he Cometh he must continue a short space. And the 
bea»t that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and 
j9 of the seven, and goeth into perdition." The five 
fallen kings or heads are, the kings, the consuls, the 
dictators, the decemvirs, and the tribunes. The sixth, 
who existed when John wrote, was the emperors. 
The seventh was the Christian emperors, when Con- 
btantine removed the government from Rome to Con- 
stantinople : though this form still retained the same 
name, it was upon the whole attended with a thorough 
change. The triumvirate is not reckoned here, be- 
cause it was a confusion rather than' a government. 
The eighth is the pontificate, who also is of the se- 
venth head, for he gradually invaded the emperor's 
rights in the assumption of temporal power. 

V. 12. " And the ten horns which thou sawest are 
ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet ; 
but receive power as kings one hour with the beast," 

L 
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This text illuBtratrs St. Paulas mystery of iuiquitf, 
or the clerical ambition to reign orer the apostate 
church. The imperial power let or restrained tht 
ambition of the man of sin. But the annihilation of 
the imperial name by Odoacer, in the year 475, ft- 
Tored the assumed sovereignty of the Roman pontii( 
and it afforded the kingdoms, about ten in nuBiber,an 
opportunity to assert their independence. Hence it 
is said, that they received their power in one or the 
same hour with the pontifical beast. But it was not 
till several ages after the year 475, that the pontificate 
had opi)ortunity to exercise its sovereignty over the 
nations; and that period not being distinctly marked 
10 history, all attempts to fix the commencement of 
the 1260 years are, in my judgment, presumptioib 
Secondly, v. 13. The ten kings *< have one mind,aHd 
shall give their power and strength unto the beast** 
That is, they shall be of one religion, and through 
fraud and force shall yield to the assuming claims of 
the pontificate. Thirdly, v. 14. '' These shall make 
war with the Lamb.'' By lending their armies to 
Tight against heretics, as they termed the saints, the 
catholic kin8;s really fought against Christ, and ex- 
terminated their best subjects. Fourthly, " the Lamb 
shall overcome them; for he is Lord of Lords, and 
King of Kings." The reigning families who once 
persecuted the reformed church having been all de- 
throned, or greatly humbled, what shall we say to 
these mysterious visitations ? Do the 1260 years of 
bondage ha[)pily draw to a close ? 

V. 10, 17. *' These" ten kingdoms " shall hate the 
whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and 
«hall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire; for God 
hath |)ut into their hearts to fulfil his will ; and to 
agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until 
the words of God shall be fulfilled." The deceived 
sovereigns and people shall at length be enlightened, 
and rise up against their deceivers. They shall strip 
the clergy of those titles which humble men cannot 
receive; sell their monasteries and Inmh: spoil her 
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spiritual ti^affie, and destroy her by war, in the same 
manner as she destroyed the saints. The present 
awful war appears to design the pillage of the church. 

VI. In the eighteenth chapter, an angel came down 
from heaven, and proclaimed the fall of mystic Baby- 
lon, much in the same words as Isaiah predicted the 
fall of ancient Babylon, Isa. xiii. 21. And another 
angel cried from heaven, saying, " come out of her, 
my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and 
that ye receive not of her plagues ; for her sins have 
reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered hes 
iniquities." Fro^ tliese words we learn, that God 
hath had a peopTe in Babylon, who have mourned 
for her corruptions ; and that the reformers, when these 
corruptions were forced on their consciences, had no 
alternative but to separate or become partakers of her 
sins. Indeed, through ignorance, and for want of in- 
trepid reformers, they were partially contaminated 
with her depravity. 

V. 6. ** Reward her even as she rewarded you, and 
double unto her double, according to her works; i^ 
the cup which she hath filled fill to her double." When 
Louis XIV. had ascended the throne of France, he 
ivas persuaded by the clergy to revoke the edict of 
Nantz in favor of the reformed churches. They 
urged the necessity of the whole kingdom being of 
one religion ; and that it was in reality accounting 
his majesty a heretic to differ from him in religious 
worship. An edict was consequently published, which 
enjoined the protestant ministers to quit the kingdom 
in fifteen days or be hanged. Many of the fugitive 
pastors were detained in the frontier towns till the 
time was expired, and then executed. Those pro- 
testants who had property were obliged to deliver up 
their shops, warehouses, and estates, to the papists, 
and labor for their bread ; for they could neither be 
postillions nor wagoners, unless they embraced the 
catholic religion. When they assembled in the woods 
or on the mountains to worsbifs the soldiers frequently 
pursued and slaughtered them without m^tt,^ \ ^^ Vl^ 



on some occas^ions, prisoners were brought in, one 
part was hanged, anA another sent to the gall^ 
The soldiers were quartered on their houses in grei^ 
numbers, and they consumed their property, and treat- 
ed the weaker branches of their families with indig- 
nities which cannot he named. But God, at length) 
has completed the visitation of these crimes; for he 
is a jealous God, visiting the iniquities of the others 
upon the children unto the third and foufth genoi- 
tion. This persecution commenced in the year 1685 ; 
and in 1789 the revolution took place in France, 
which ruined the nobility and cleigy, whose lathen 
occasioned these calamities to the protestants. They 
have lost their titles, their estates, and an innnense 
number of them have lost their lives too. They hare 
been banished in beggary to those very nations to 
which their fathers compelled the protectants to fly. 
Never was 4here a more striking instance of the &- 
vine retribution ! 

The prophetic scene of this destruction closes with 
Ibe elegies of her friends, and the songs of th« ma^ 
tyrs. V, 9. " The kings of the earth," who are at- 
tached to her interest at the time of her destruction, 
** shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they 
shall see the smoke of her burning. And the mer- 
chants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her, 
for no man buyeth her merchandize any more : the 
merchandize of gold, and silver, and precious stones, 
and pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and 
scarlet, and the souls of men," &:c. Yes, the priests, 
who have long traded for human souls in pardons and 
indulgences, shall weep and mourn when the light of 
revelation and literature shall have consumed her 
'traffic. 

On the other hand it is said, v. 20, 21. ** Rejoice 
over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and pro- 
phets, for God hath avenged you on ber. And a 
mighty angel took up a stone like a great mill-stone, 
Aud cast it into the sea. saying, thus with violence 
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•hall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and 
shall be found no more at all." 

We have now traoed the rise, splendor, and fall, 
of the apostate and harlot church, dignified with the 
titles, and arrayed in the pomp, of this Tain world. 
She has made the nations drunk with her intoxicating 
cup of idolatry and superstition : she says, '* I sit a 
queen, and shall see no sorrow." But the chaste 
spouse of Christ presents the believer with a dififerent 
mien. According to the predictions of her Lord, re-^ 
fHToach, affliction, and poverty, have generally been 
her lot. Her fine raiment, has been her righteousness ; 
and her brilliant crown, her apostles and martyrs* 
Let us hasten to view her promised exaltation from 
obscurity, to the lustre of meridian glory and univer- 
sal dominion. This subject requires here a copious 
consideration, because the time is near, and it adds 
to our comfort, by disclosing the growing evideacet 
«f the truth of our most holy religion. 
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OFTJIB SBCONO AND UNIVIRIAL tPBXAD OV THI QOSPIt. 




the death of the Messiahf should have been silent, or not have spo- 
ten as clearly concerninc his coming to destroy tiie destroyers, ani 
«et up his kingdom p 

FunvHSB, 

Reai« piety, during the predominancy of anti-^ 
Christ, has prophesied in sackcloth, or been conceal* 
ed like embers among the ashes ; and if at any period 
it kindled into the enlightening flame of reformation, 
the clergy were wanting in no efforts of fraud or iorc« 
to exterminate the rising sect. Our most voluminou« 
martyrologists are unable to acquaint us with the num* 
hers which have been burnt, haii{<^, iA4 ^v^i^v^^^ 

L2 
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iDg OB the altar. On this subject I am happy to obsenr«; 
that every protestant nation can boast of a number of 
celebrated ministers and laymen, who haye made it 
their peculiar study and care to do good. Some of 
those ministers have seen considerable revivals of re- 
ligion in the congregations in which they have labored, 
and they have endeavored to revive it throughout their 
country by a variety of excellent writings. Others 
have been successful among the religious sects; audit 
does not apf lear, from an impartial review of their con- 
duct, that they were actuated by any motives but those 
of piety and zeal for the glory of God. 

While treating of revivals, it would be incompati- 
ble with Christian charity, did wc omit the work of 
God among the Roman Catholics. For several ages 
past, a considtrable number of people, and many of 
them people of quality, have endeavored, in their way, 
to revive vital godliness in that community. Some of 
them have suflfered very great persecution for these en- 
deavors, which at least demonstrates the sincerity of 
their piety. This great, though almost secret work, has 
been promoted chiefly by the circulation of spiritual 
books ; which, however erroneous on some important 
articles of faith, are peculiarly happy in treating of 
self-denial, of communion with God, aud of the insuf- 
ficiency of worldly hapjiiness. 

III. We shall next consider some of the principal ef- 
forts which have been made to propagate the gospel 
among the heathen. About the year 1522, Ignatius 
f .oyoia, a Spanish nobleman, quitted the profession of 
arms, and devoted himself to the conversion of the Ma- 
hometans and idolaters in every part of the world. 
His benevolent heart was expanded with love to all 
mankind, and he was roused to jealousy for the honor of 
God, by seeing the mariners in the new trade to India 
lufTer so much for the acquisition of wealth, and nothing 
done by the Christians for the conversion of the hea- 
then. With a view to acquire assistance in this lauda^ 
ble work, he came to the university of Paris. After a 
wbile, several priesta vi«te c^iwexXA^ \s>[ Viv& laliort, 
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and heartily acquiesced in his design. These were 
•onstituted into a society, and denominated, ''the 
company of Jesus;" that is, the Jesuits. If some of 
this order have been deemed the most insidious men 
that ever existed, I am really of opinion, that Loyola 
and his first disciples were men of deep piety, and 
actuated with the noblest motive which can possibly 
inspire the heart of man. Their industry and perse* 
Terance, their sufferings and patience, their zeal and 
success in their respective missions, though not equal 
Iq all that fame has recorded, were doubtless admir- 
ably great. 

The celebrated Francis Xavier was among the ear- 
liest converts of Ignatius. This truly apostolic mai^ 
disregarding the dignity of his birth, 'made himself 
poor for the kingdom of God. He attended the hos- 
pitals, and performed the meanest offices for the sick. 
When proposed with two more for the mission to In- 
dia, he embraced it with a warm heart, and persever- 
ed with invincible patienw*. and zeal. From the year 
1 541 to 1552, he acquired a great variety of languages, 
and with very 'few assistants taught and baptized an 
incredible number of heathens. His mission eom- 
menced at ^the isle of Goa, and extended along the 
coasts, and to all the islands of Indostan, and as far 
as the islands of Japan. His heart was chiefly fixed 
on the empire of China, which is said to contain three 
.hundred millions of people ; but, like Moses, he was 
only permitted to see the land. He died in a hut in 
an island near Canton, whither he was going to 
preach. But God did not lose sight of the faith and 
prayers of his servant. 

Early in the sixteenth century, Matthew Ricci, a 
Jesuit of Margareta, near Ancoua,with two colleagueft 
of the same order, penetrated into China, in the cha- 
racter of European philosophers. His colleagues soon 
left him, and he labored alone for eighteen years. By 
his skill in the mathematics he became so acceptable 
to the Chinese nobility, and even to their emperor, that 
he obtained, both for hixnself and hii a«MC(\»ie^v^^^ 
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liberty of explaining to the people the doctrinei of 
Christianity. Their success, considering the small 
number of laborers, was almost incredible, and it ex- 
tended to the principal cities of the emfure. 

Ricci was very much disposed to favor the convert! 
in all the customs of the Chinese nvhich were not di* 
rectly opposite to the laws of Christ. He went so 
far as to allow them to comply with the la^vs of the 
empire in liowing to the statue of Confucius, on being 
assured that nothing was intended by it but civu 
komage. 

The infant churches continued to flourish and enh 
joy repose till the death of the first Tartar empenN', 
whose successor was Cang-hi, a minor. During the 
minority, the regency and nobles conspired to exter 
minate the Christian religion. They asserted, in i 
proclamation, that the Christian doctrines were false 
that they were inimical to the interests of the em 
pire ; and that they should not be professed on pah 
of death. A severe persecution ensueil through il 
the provinces. But the young emperor, coming i 
the throne, restored the peace of the churches. 

Another company of missionaries [penetrated to th 
islands of J a|)an ; and providence enabled them t 
surmount the difficulties arising from the language 
and the oDposltion of the idolatrous priests. Chiii 
tianity flourished in this kingdom for seventy year 
and could boast of a hundred thousand converts. Bi 
it is feared that the later missionaries gave too moG 
countenance to a rebellion which broke out, and te 
minnted in the total extermination of the church. 

In South America, these .f esuitp, having establishi 
a mission on the northern shore of the river Plat 
taught and ha;>t'zed three hundred thousand familie 
They laid out the country in [)lantations, instruct< 
tholr converts in agriculture, which copiously su; 
piled their w.-xnts. If all this be regarded merely i 
a work of civilization, it commands our admiratia 
and it ameliorated the condition of a people mai 
completely wretched by the sword of the Spaniiri 
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In short, tlie Jesuits extended their missions, and 
with more or less success, to all the colonial domi- 
nions of France, Spain, and Portugal. What a re- 
proach is this to the indolence of protestant nations^ 
who, as yet, hare done but little for the heathens. 

A respectable society has long been formed in 
London, and in Copenhagen, and in Edinburgh, for 
propagating the gospel in foreign parts. Some of the 
fiJrst Danish missionaries used their utmost endeayors 
to instruct the Hindoos ; but their successors seem to 
have considered themselves as gentlemen rather 
than laborers. It is to be regretted, that most of the 
men sent out by these laudable societies, should have 
been totally destitute of the spirit of Xavier, Brain- 
ard, and Swartz. 

The Moravian brethren have been peculiarly happy 
in selecting missionaries formed for fatigue, and pa- 
tient of hardships and labor. They have possessed 
a zeal which could neither be extinguished by the 
cold of Greenland, nor awed by the fevers of the tor- 
rid zone. These industrious men have frequently 
subsisted oh food which the poorest man in this coun- 
try would not taste. The manner in which they in* 
stitute religious societies is very confined, yet they 
have succeeded among the Indians in various parts of 
North America, and have made them happy in the 
enjoyment of knowledge, piety, and every temporal 
comfort. 

In 1784, the Rev. Dr. Coke, going to the United 
States of North America, and in company with 
Messrs. Whatcoat and Vasey, was driven by a tem- 
pest to Antigua. They preached to the people, and 
engaged to establish a mission in that island. Since 
then, they have sent out above thirty ministers and 
young men ; and though their labors have been great- 
ly obstructed by the infidel principles and great wick- 
edness of the planters, and by a long and ^ictive 
war, yet their labors have been crowned with a suc- 
cess in Antigua, St. Christophers, Nevis, St. Vin- 
cents, Dominica, Jamaica. New PioV\^%;TiR.e, «».^ 
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other smaller islands, which has astonished th^ world. 
The number %f their members amounts to upwards of 
thirteen thousand ; and the number of the negroes, 
the colored people, and the whites, who receive In- 
fttructions, amounts to seventy thousand. In all these 
islands they have built lodgings and houses for the 
missionaries, and large chapels for the congregations. 
But the most hopeful object of this mission lies in ih% 
astonishing talents of some of the negroes for preach- 
ing and prayer. The Doctor awaits but an opporhi- 
nity to assbt those men in conveying back to their 
native shores of Africa, the glad-tidings of salvatioB 
by Jesus Christ. 

About fifteen years ago, two Baptist missionaries 
found their way, in Danish bottoms, to India. They 
established a college, a printing-office, and a churcn, 
at Serampore, in Bengal. The Missionary Society 
sent over since four young men in 1800 to their as- 
sistance, with 10,000 copies of the New Testament 
in the Bengalee. They have made a slow but sure 
progress ; for their industry and excellent spirit will 
ensure success. They have established a small church 
at Dlnngepore, Calcutta, Jessore, Cutwa, &c. &c. and 
ordained many of the converted natives to the minis- 
try. They have likewise, by their press, laid down 
a plan of diffusing the sacred writings, and the know- 
Ie<lge of Christ, on all the shores of the Ganges. But 
their chief difficulty arises from the four casts into 
which the natives are divided. On embracing Chris- 
tianity the Hindoo loses his cast, and his nearest re- 
lations regard him as an exile. Hence, there seems 
no remedy at present, but to form a fifth, or CkrisHitn 
cast. Should the gosiiel once obtain in a general way, 
it would, in every view, better the condition of tiie 
Indostan nations. They are deeply immersed in su- 
perstition and vice. The young people dance and 
sing, surrounded with the aged, who apparently are 
pining away with hunger. Among the married, it i« 
estimated that not more than one in fifty escapes the 
crime of adultery. What a work of benevolence to 



10 CHHISTIANin . 139 

Bend amoug tliem the glory of the gospel, and a supe- 
rior system of morality ! And we may augur from ex- 
periment» that neither the Alcoran of Mahomet, nor 
the Bedas of the Hindoos, will keep their ground 
against the lustre of the Bible, when interpreted by 
the life of faithful mission. 

, The missionary flame is at length revived, and pro- 
mises to extend its divine influence to every nation i 
of the earth. Twenty -nine missionaries sailed in the 
ship Duff' in 1796, and arrived at Otaheite, after a 
passage the most safe and speedy ever known ; and 
though the society may have to regret the failure of 
this mission in a great degree, and the too grent eclat 
with which it was conducted, they have nevertheless 
the consolation to see their mission to Caflraria, under 
Dr. Vanderkemp, conducted with the most promising 
success. And it is hoped that similar success will 
crown the Scotch mission in the northern vicinity of 
the Caspian sea. 

Correspondent to missionary efforts, are the Bibl* 
societies now established in London, Copenhagen, 
Berlin, Basle, Nurenberg, and several parts of the 
Austrian empire. In particular, the London Bible 
society, exclusive of the vast editions it has circula- 
ted at home and abroad, has granted types and paper 
for 5000 copies of the New Testament in the Turk- 
ish language at Karass, or rather Ka,rasou, in the Cri- 
mea. It is printing a large edition of the Bible in 
Arabic at home; and it is aiding Dr. Buchanan to 
print, at the College of Fort William, in Bengal, ten 
editions of the Bible, in all the principal languages of 
the east. Specimens have already been received of 
the Bibles printed in the Shanscrit and Chinese. 
Every Christian should, therefore, regard those socie- 
ties as the great engines of heaven, aided by the in- 
vention of Stereotype, to Bible the world, and to af- 
ford efficacious aid in the universal spread of the 
gospel. 

I y . It is further observed, that the political changes 
which have recently taken place m IVv^ %wN^v^ ^^^\xv 

M 
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highly favorable to the enlargement of the Redeemcr'f 
kingdom. Many have noticed the peace which pre- 
vailed in the great Roman empire at our Saviour's 
hirth, and extolled the wisdom of providence whieb 
•hose that pacific period for the propagation of tht 
Ikith. In this view, the great KuBsian empire exhi- 
bits a very favorable appearance for the Greek church 
to spread the gospel in the east. That empire has 
extended itself to the Ca^iian sea, to the confines of 
China, and to the northern and eastern extremitiet 
of the continent Including all variety of soil an4 
climate, of vegetable and mineral productions, it has 
a vast commerce within itself. The way is therefort 
open for civilization, literature, and the gospel- of 
peace, to go hand in hand through all the proidnces 
of northern Asia. 

The Mahometan empire, so long the scourge ofUie 
church, is now crumbling to pieces. Many of the 
Pachas, by asserting their inde[)endence, have so en* 
feebled the body, that it cannot move its enormous 
limbs. The fall of this empire will have a happy 
tendency to emancipate the long captive church, and 
the diffusion of knowledge 4 > raise it above supersti- 
tion, that the candlestick may once more give light 
to the eastern world. 

The commercial and colonial influence c^ the Eu- 
ropean nations, which annually increases, is another 
inviting circumstance to send missionaries to the hea- 
then. The way is as open as we could reasonably 
expect it ; and the work is opposed by none of the 
sovereigns of Europe. The colonies enrich us witb 
their best productions ; and if we make no efforts to 
impart unto tbem the true riches, we shall be alto- 
gether inexcusable in the sight of God, and prove to 
the infidels at home, that we do not believe the reli- 
gion we profess. 

V. I am aware that sober-minded Christians would 
not wish to go before the Lord, but like prompt and 
faithful servants, they would acquiesce in the intima- 
1Son9 of his v^ill. It le^U^ a^^^ieara to me. not only 
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from the preceding considerations on the fayorable 
state of the world for this work, but from the apparent 
accomplishment of several prophesies, that this is 
really the time. The two thousand three hundred 
days ; that is, years of Daniel, for the God of heaven 
to set up an everlasting kingdom, and cleanse the 
sanctuary, are expired, or nearly so, Dan. viii. 13, 
14. Likewise, the fall of the tenth part of the city 
by a great earthquake, and the slaughter of the seven 
thousand men, seems to have been strikingly accom- 
plished by the French revolution. Their bidding de< 
liance to the powers of the pontificate was sudden and 
unexpected as an earthquake, and attended with the 
slaughter 6f more than a million men. The aggran- 
dizement of this empire, and the titles assumed by 
Buonaparte, emperor of France, and king of Italy) 
are declarations to the world, that the temporal powers 
of the pope exist no more. There need be no more 
disputes about the doctrine of the two swords. Hie 
holiness, now, is of little more consequence to the 
church, than that of a degraded priest granting absolu- 
tion to the crimes of France. The reformed churches 
have uniformly considered this empire as that tenth 
part of the city, and it is sufficiently evident they 
were not mistaken, for none of the protestant nations 
were emancipated with such great political commo- 
tions. This great empire, situated in the centre of 
the catholic community, having abolished all perse- 
cution for religious sentiments; having annihilated 
the tyrannical parts of the clerical power, and exposed 
relics, images, and every priestly artifice, to the ut- 
most . degradation, must thereby have applained the 
way for the total destruction of idolatry, and afibrded 
a favorable moment for Christianity in France, Italy, 
and Spain, to assume her primitive character of purity 
and love. 

It is further observed, that during the great eartli- 
^ake,in \vhich Babylon should drink of the iiercene s 
of God's Wrath, that the great city should be dlvvdjed 
iutp three partBj Rev. XTi. IS, \Q. K\i^VX\fc ^t^rajmsN 
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shall be exalted to heaveD, or exceedingly honored 
for their wisduin, piety, and labors. From minisleri 
so |ieculiarly endowed with the Ejiirit of faith and loTe. 
we may expect a success in tlie propagation of the 
«{Ot«pel, corre!»pondent to the prophesies concerning 
the hitter day's glory of the church. The work at 
first will, of course, be arduous and slow, but haring 
oiK'o obtained, the " handful of com" will multiply to 
an abundant liarvest, Pt^alni Ixxii. 

VIII. The missionaries will not liave proceeded 
far with their work among the heathens, before God 
will afford his church extraordinary consolation and 
aiil by the call and conversion of the Jews, All their 
hopes are founded upon prophesy, and from prophesy 
alune will they receive conviction. Whenever they 
have a prospect, that the Gentile world will receive 
the faith of Christ, they will perceive that providence 
is about to establish the Christian expositiona of those 
prophesies, and to refute the exiiositions of their rab- 
bins. To evidence, so divine and strong, they cannot 
but acquiesce, and shame to be the last to do homage 
to their king. Hitherto this work has been obstruct- 
ed by the immorality of the Christian world. Bat 
being wearied, on the one hand, with their misguided 
expectations of a temporal Messiah, and perceiving, 
on the other, the success of the gospel among the 
heathen, their ancient prejudices will vanish. The 
veil, which is uj)on their hearts, when Moses and the 
prophets are read, shall be -taken away. They will 
see their scriptures full of this important truth, that the 
Messiah was to be *^ cut off, and his soul made an oA 
fering for sin, before he was to see his seed, to prolong 
his (lays, and before the pleasure of the Lord was io 
prosper in his hand," Isa. liii. 

The dispersion of the Jews, and their preservatk)D« 
as a distinct people, exhibit a grand and instnictiTe 
scheme of providence. According to the predictioii 
of Moses, they are scattered on the face of the whole 
earth, from under one end of heaven to the other^ 
I>eiit. xxviii. 64. They Vi«i.xe rejected the prophet of 
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whom he spake, and therefore the Lord hath cut them 
off from the land which he gave to their fatheri. They 
clemonstrate, among all nations, the sad consequences 
of making light of the gospel, and rejecting the Messi- 
ah. But the judgments of God have mercy for the ob- 
ject. The tedious winter shall be succeeded by a 
reviving spring. When " the times of the Gentiles 
are fulfilled," they shall return to their own land, and 
the Gentiles shall become his own people. " If they 
abide not still in unbelief, God is able to graft them in 
again. Blindness, in part, is happened to Israel, until 
the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all 
Israel shall be saved in the day of the Lord," Rom. xi. 
25, 26. 

From the manner in which God has preserved his 
ancient people, we cannot but think, he designs them 
to contribute their share in the establishment of his 
kingdom of righteousness. Resident or wandering 
among all commercial nations, and perfectly acquaint- 
ed with their habits, religions, and languages, they 
want but '* the residue of the Spirit," to constitute 
them an army of •nissionaries. Their situation is pe- 
culiarly happy for promoting the conversion of many 
nations on the shores of Asia and Africa. When that 
is the case, ** Ethiopia," the country of black ])eo{)le, 
*^ shall soon stretch out her hands unto God," Psal. 
Ixviii. 31. Of this we may be confident, that when- 
ever it shall please the Almighty to pour out his Spirit 
upon his servants and hand-maidens, the Jews, their 
sermons will not be luke-wann, but animating and 
powerful, like those of St. Paul. The whole Chris- 
tian church will be. revived by the work, and filled 
with acclamations of joy and thanksgiving. '' If the 
casting away of Israel were the reconciling of the 
world", by the conversion of the Gentiles, " what shall 
the receiving of them be but life from the dead?" 
Rom. xi. 15. 

IX. Whenever the Jews shall return to the Lord, 
the Lord will return to them, and restore them to their 
own country, whiah be hath evrocB lo \gLN^ Wi^\s2L Vsit 
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an eTerlasting possessioa. It is apparent from the 
sixteenth chapter of the Rerelation, that during the 
hiter period of the papal empire, God shall pour out the 
seven vials of his wrath upon the wicked. Five of these, 
it is presumed by our best writers, have already been 
poured out. The sixth is to fall on the Euphrates; 
that is, on the Mahometan empire ; and it will proba- 
bly open the way for the Jews to return to their land. 
Be that as it may, when the time is come, it will be 
easy with God to raise up some Cyrus to patromie 
their return. 

The conversion of the heathen, and the call of the 
Jews, are associated together by several of the sacred 
writers. '' In that day there shall be a root of Jesse, 
which shall stand for an ensign of the people : to it 
shall the Gentiles seek, and his rest shall be glorious. 
And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord 
shall set his hand again the second time to recover 
the remnant of his people which shall be left, from 
Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from 
Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Ha- 
math, and from the isles of the sea. And he shall 
set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble 
the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the disper- 
sed of Judah from the four corners of the earth," Isa. 
xi. 10, 11, 12. The people being visited in their dis- 
persion with the blessing of the gospel, shall joyfully 
return to their own land, and accomplish all those 
s^lorious things which are spoken of the city of God. 
They shall collect their vast treasures of gold, silver, 
and merchandize, and shall return, accompanied with 
artificers, to build the city and temple of the Lord, 
Isa. Ix, 10* They shall worship him with sacrifices, 
peace-offerings, and thanksgivings, as described by 
Ezekiel the prophet, xl. to xlviii. Some shall return 
by land, and floods of difficulties shall flow back to give 
them passage. Others shall return by sea : the ships 
of Tarshish shall bring God's sons from afar, and hh 
daughters from the ends of the earth. " They shall 
irn and come to Zion mVYv ^atv^tv^t^, ^xvA. everlast- 
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ing joy shall be upon their heads : they shall obtain 
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away,'' Isa. xxxv. 8. See also Isai. ii. 2, 3, 4. xxxii. 
xvi. 14, 15,16. 

These glorious predictions are totally inapplicable 
to the return of the Jews from the Babylonian cap- 
tivity, because it was not connected with the conver- 
sion of the Gentiles, and they did hot return from the 
ends of the earth. The people were not all righteous : 
for the most part they were extremely wicked. Their 
peace was not uninterrupted, and their city and tem- 
ple were in no sense an eternal excellency. Indeed, 
they had very little peace ; and last of all, the Romans 
destroyed both their city and temple. All these in- 
teresting events remain as yet unaccomplished ; or else 
the long established rules of interpreting the prophe- 
sies must be wholly given up. 

The difficulties of the work are assuredly very great, 
but not too great for omnipotence. Having begun a 
divine work in the earth, he will not leave it half fin- 
ished but carry it on to the day of Christ. The age 
of righteousness shall surely succeed the ages of wick- 
edness. His work shall be revived, and his gospel 
propagated with a power which shall bid defiance to 
the sneers of infidelity, and the wide influence of 
hoary idolatry. " Every valley shall be exalted, every 
mountain and hill shall be made low ; and the crook- 
ed places shall be made straight, and t|ie rough places 
plain ; and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and 
all flesh shall see it together; for the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it," Isa. xl. 4, 5. "All the ends of the 
World shall remember and turn unto the Lord, and all 
the kindred of the nations shall worship before thee.. 
iJ*or the kingdom is the Lord's, and he is the govern- 
or in all the earth," Psalm xxii. 27, 28. The crea- 
tion itself, made subject to the vanity of idols, shall 
be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God, Rom. viii. 21. 
Surely those engaged in the divine wock d^iitLQ^^^^ 
Bvpport for their faith# 
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But reasoB also, detached from revelation, aiToKb 
now a l>righter prospect than it afforded at any former 
period, that the religion of Jesus shall become the re- 
ligion of the world. It is so benevolent in principle, 
so simple and sublime in its worship, so glorious in its 
expectation, and so well adapted to the present state 
of man, as to harmonize every moral difficulty, to cap- 
tivate every candid inquirer, and to confound every 
system of error and idolatry. Indeed, if we except 
the apostate ages of the church, nothing as yet could 
ever resist effectively its beauty and force. It brought 
destruction on the Jews, by their wilful blindness; it 
captivated the enlightened Greeks; it softened the fe- 
rocious Romans ; and converted the barbarous natioiss 
who once inhabited the north of Europe. Among the 
polished Chinese, it carried all before it, until the ido- 
laters opposed its progress by the sword. Hence, from 
past experience, and i'rom the success of present feeble 
essays, little doubt can be entertained, if a well con- 
ducted mission was established in every pagan nation, 
the time would fast approach when '' the kingdoms of 
this world shall become the kingdoms of our GU>d, and 
of his Christ." 

X. But let us rejoice with trembling ; for in that 
eventful day, God will awfully punish the unbeliev- 
ing world. There is scarcely a text, which speaks 
of the kingdom of Christ, but it either expresses, or 
implies, something concerning the destruction of the 
wicked. When he shall take the heathen for bis in- 
heritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth fo(r his 
possession, he will destroy his enemies, as a |M>tter-8 
vessel is broken with a rod of iron. Psalm ii. " The 
nation that will not serve thee shall be destroyed; 
yea, it shall be utterly wasted away," Isa. Ix. 12. **Ih 
those days shall be affliction, such as was not nnce 
the beginning of the creation which God created 
unto this time, neither shall be any more. Take betfd 
to yourselves, lest at any time your heart be over- 
~ with surfeiting and drunkenness, and witti the 
of this life, and so tVi^l Oiay ^^tii» xiv^n-^^wutni' 
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wares. For as a snare shall it come upon all them 
that dwell on the face of the WHOLE EARTH, 
Watch therefore, and prajr, that ye may be able to 
•scape all those things that shall come to pass, and to 
ftand before the Son of man,^' Luke xxi. 

It seems apparent from several of the prophets, that 
the Jews, when returned, or partially retumcHd, to 
their own land, shall be assailed with trouble. Their 
riches, commerce, and prosperity, may excite the 
envy and aTarice of the unbelievers, and the defence- 
less state of the country embolden their passion for 
■nilitary enterprize. This will probably ^be the eventr 
ful moment, when '* the lying spirit shall go forth out 
d the mouth of the dragon ; and out of the mouth of 
the beast; and out of the mouth of the false prophet, 
tp the kings of the earth, and of the whole world, to 
gather them to the battle of that great day of God 
Almighty," Rev. xvi. 13, 14. The ostensible plea 
for this allied invasion of Judea may be, (fqr those 
who engage in wars are careful to justify themselves) 
that the aggrandizement and prosperity of the Jewish 
theocracy threaten to subvert their kingdoms, and 
inonopQlize their commerce. Be that as it may, these 
hardened princes shall combine, and enter, the holy 
■land with vast multitudes of their ungodly hosts, and 
exceedingly alarm and terrify the Jews. '^ In that 
day there shall be a great mourning in Jerusalem, ai 
the mourning of Hadad-rimmon, in the valley of Me- 
giddon ; and the land shall mourn, every family apart^ 
And they shall look on him. whoni they have pieroed," 
Zeoh. xii. Their expectations of deliverance shall 
be in the crucified Messiah ; and by some n^apifesta-p 
tion of himself, he will come and deliver them. ** In 
that day shall the Lord defend the inhabitants of Je- 
rusalem, and he that is feeble among them shall be as 
David. Behold, I will make Jerusalem a. cup of 
trembling unto all the people round about, when they 
shall be in the siege, both against Judea and against 
Jerusalem. All that burden themselves with it shall 
be cut to pieces, though all the peoi^\« ol V^«^ «^a^ 



\50 INTRODUCTION 

were gathered against it,'' Zecb. xii. 2, 8. Ezekiel, 
in his views of this awfiil destruction of the infidel 
world, seems to have been more favored than any of 
the ancient prophets. In the thirty-eighth and thirty- 
ninth chapters, we are informed at large, that the al- 
lied hosts of Gog and Magog shall assemble from Per- 
iia, Ethiopia, and the countries which surround Ju» 
dea ; that taking advantage of the nnfortilied state of 
the country, they shall combine to ravage it ; that the 
Lord shall destroy them wilh hail and flames of fire, 
leaving but a sixth part to escape ; and that the bury- 
ing of their dead bodies shall continue seven months. 
But the most sublime description of Christ's com- 
ing to destroy those who will not have him to reign 
over them, is found in the nineteenth chapter of the 
Revelation. " I saw heaven opened," says John^ 
** and behold a white horse ; and he that sat upon 
him was called faithful and true, and in righteousness 
he doth judge and make war. And his eyes were as 
a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; 
and he had a name written that no man knew but he 
himself; and he was clothed with a vesture dipped in 
blood ; and his name is called the Word of God. And 
the armies which were in heaven followed him upon 
white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and dean. 
And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with 
it he should smite the nations ; and he shall rule them 
with a rod of iron ; and he shall tread the wine-press 
of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And 
he hath on his vesture, and on bis thigh, a name writ- 
ten. King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. And I 
saw an angel standing in the sun ; and he cried with 
a loud voice, saying, to all the fowls that fly In the 
midst of heaven, come, gather yourselves together 
unto the supper of the great God ; that ye may eat 
the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the 
flesh of mighty men; and the flesh of- horses, and the 
flesh of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, 
bond and free, both small and great. And I 
the BEAST, and the k\n^% o^ llk« earth, gathered 
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it)geth(ir lo make war ajjainst liim dial sat on the 
horse, and ag;ainst his army. And the beast was 
taken, and with him the false prophet that wrouglit 
miracles before him, with which he deceived them 
that had the mark of the beast, and them that wor- 
shipped his image. These both were cast alive into 
a lake of fire burning with brimstone. And the rem- 
nant were slain with the sword of him that sat on the 
horse. And all the fowls were fdled with their flesh." 
This extraordinary passage cannot refer to the day 
of judgment. In no sense will the fowls then feast 
on the wicked. It speaks unquestionably of that day 
in which he will come to destroy the enemies of truth 
and righteousness, and to establish his kingdom in 
all the earth. And it is highly probable that it solely 
refers to the last efforts of Mahometanism to o])pose 
the spiritual reign of Jesus Christ. He had described 
the rise of that empire, chapter the ninth, and it was 
proper he should also describe its destruction. Ma- 
hometanism in the east, and the pontificate in the 
west, have both been considered as anti-christ, and 
the scourge of God to the apostate church. The for- 
mer seems- ta be denominated tlie false prophet, and 
the latter the beast. But others are of opinion, that 
the beast signifies the temporal f>owers, and the false 
prophet, the spiritual errors of the anti-christian em- 
pire. However, the surest way for the sinner to pro- 
fit by this prediction is, to fly immediately to Jesu? 
Christ for pardon and salvation tlirough his blood. 



SECTION IX. 

COXJ£CTUKE« rOXCFRNISG THE IMPORT OF THE VROPIIKSIF.S WillCH RK- 
SrECT THE GLOUY OF THE CHURCH IN THE LATTER DAY. 

In distinguishing the dispensations of God, the 
sacred ^Vriters mostly express themselves in the plu- 
ral number. " The times and seasons — the times of 
the restitution of all things — the ages past — the. l;vyl 

N 
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(lines — .111(1, llip in^t ihiyJ"* And, »» the pAst d 
stations have cxccc^dcd one another in manitesl 
of truth and ^racr, on the same scale, we are 
dent he will more strikingly display, '* in the fl 
eoine, the exceeding riches of his grace in hit 
ness towards us through Christ Jesus/' 

The succession of great and good men, whc 
distinguisihed themselves in the cause of Chriiti 
though they have differed widely in their opinif 
this suhject, yet have generally agreed, that tl 
of righteousness shall succeed the ages of w 
ness. Barnabas affirms, that after six thousand 
the Lord will introduce the sabbatical millenn: 
righteousness and peace. He assures us, that t 
days employed in the creation, are typical of t 
thousand years of labor and sorrow which i 
afilict-mankind ; and that the seventh day is e 
sive of the repose which Gotl will grant his < 
in the latter day. Hermas, who is mentioned 
Paid, intimates, that God will purify his churcl 
all hypocrisy and vice ; and that he will uni 
hearts of all men in faith and charity. But t] 
ti:noiiy of Papias, the disciple of St. John, con 
the greatest sanction to the doctrine of the millei 
because it was supposed that he best understa 
mind of his master on this subject. After thesi 
tin Martyr, Tertullian, Irenn^us, Nepos, Origen 
♦•orinus, L.-ictantius, and Sul])icius Sevenis, have 
liieir testimony to this consolatory doctrine. 

it i?, however, presumed, that as these hoi 
venerable fathers were mistaken in some cj 
stances respecting the anti-christ, they are mis 
also with respect to the personal reign of Chi 
earth, for a thousand years, previously to the g< 
jrvsurrection. This notion placed the doctrine 
millennium quite too high. It has given great o 
to learned men, and induced them to e^ plain il 
phesies concerning it in a very absurd and cl 
manner. It is plain enough, from several passa 
f.saiah> that mankind will be always born in sir 
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have need of regeneration ; that human life wilt ever 
be attended with labor and sorrow ; and that sin and 
death will not be entirely abolished durini^ the age 
of righteous nesB. Hence, I think, we may fairly con- 
clude, that a world in which these evils are not re- 
moved, cannot be the residence of the Lord of life 
and glory for a thousand years. 

On this subject, further notice of Ihc opinions of 
the primitive lathers is not immediately requisite, 
since they very judiciously express themselves, for 
the most part, in the language of the sacred scrip- 
tures. In this we shall endeavor to imitate them, 
and class the predicted blessings under proper heads. 

May the Almighty, in great condescension, grant 
nnto us the wisdom and comfort, which these exalted 
and glorious predictions are calculated to inspire ! 

I. The happy age before us, which has been so 
long the cheering theme of prophesy, and the support 
of the church in all her struggles with the pagan and 
the papal beast, shall be ushered in by a personal, 
though transient manifestation of the Son of God. 
In addition to the ((notations at the close of the pre- 
ceding section, there are other scriptures, not less 
clear and explicit, in confirmation of this doctrine. 
** Behold,"' says John, *' he cometh with clouds, and 
^very eye shall see him ; they also who have pierced 
him shall wail because of him," Kev. i. 7. This pas- 
sage has an evident allusion to the twelfth chapter ot* 
Zechariah : " And they shall look on him whom they 
have pierced." Hence it is the more proper to apply 
it to the manifestation of the Son of God at this 
eventful period. " Whom the heavens," says Peter, 
*• must receive until the times of the restitution of all 
things, which God hath spoke by the mouth of his 
holy prophets, since the world began," Acts iii. 21. 
*^ Then shall the Lord go forth and fight against those 
[infidel] nations, as when he fought [for Joshua] in 
the day of battle. And his feet shall stand in that 
day upon the mount of Olives, which is beCot^ i^xw- 
4alem on the east, and the mouivt o^ 0\vj<i^ ^\v^>\Oi^^n^. 
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ill the mkUt thereof towards the ea^t, and towards tbe' 
ivobt, and there shall he a very great valley ; and half 
of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and 
half of it toward (he south. And the Lord my God 
jhall come, and all (he saints with thee. And it shall 
come to pass in tliat day, that the light shall not be 
clear nor dark. Hut it shall be one day which shall 
be known to the Lonl, not day nor night; but it shall 
vome to pass at evening time it shall be light," Zech. 
liv. 3—7. 

Those who apply this passage to the darkness at 
our Saviour'A crucitixion, assume a liberty not pe^ 
mittcd to the evangelists; and they forget that he did 
nut then slaughter his enemies, and rend the mountain 
witli his feet. 

II. The glorious manifestation of the Son of Ood 
shall, at the same instant, be accompanied with ten 
thousand prodigies and happy events, both in the king- 
dom of nature and of grace. The bo<lies of all the ho- 
ly martyrs, who, during the pagan and the anti-chriB- 
tian perifecution!?, were beheaded for the witness of 
Jesus, and for the word of God, shall be raised op 
from the dead. Their useful lives were shortened on 
earth, and thtMefore God shall honor them with aa 
earlier resurrection ; and, it seems, with an angelic 
U1ini^try in his kingdom : they shall live and reign 
with Christ a thousand years. This is the first re8U^ 
rection. '* Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the 
iu'st resurrection : on such the second death hath no 
power, hut they sliall be priests of God, and of Christ, 
and sJiall reign with him a thousand years," Rev. xx. 
I, 5, 0. Where this reign of Christ and the holy ma^ 
lyrs shall be, we are not permitted to know : it is said 
only, " 1 saw thrones, and they sat upon them." It is 
iinleed said, by the twenty- four elders, "thou bast 
iii.'ula 11.4 unto our God kings and priests ; and we shall 
\\hj;i\ on [over] the earth," Rev. v. 10. But I thinkit 
Ma^ no peculiar reference to the millennium ; it rather 
nfror-* to the pioinise made to the apostles. Matt, 
xiv. 2?'. pimI liukft yxV\. 2^,?»Q. A.a our Lord hath 
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said, that the children of the resurrection are equal un- 
to the angels : and as St. Paul has distinguished their 
offices by the dignified appellatives of thronesr—dorai- 
nions — principalities — and powers, it is not improba- 
ble but the holy martyrs will be raised to an angelic 
ministry in the kingdom of heaven, and to superintend 
the church in all that glorious prosperity which they 
so often prayed for, and desired to see while on earth. 
The Lord " will create upon every dwelling-place of 
Mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and a 
smoak by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by 
night : for upon all the glory shall be a defence," Isa. 
iv. 5. Should this application of these prophesies be 
admitted, it by no means follows, that those who sit on 
the thrones, and the reigning martyrs, will visibly con- 
verse with mortals ; therefore, all the objections which 
have been made against their reigning with Christ on 
earth fall to the ground. This is a moderate opinion, 
and it was embraced by the learned Lactantius. 

III. To the victory of our Lord over the infidel 
world, shall immediately succeed the binding and im- 
prisonment of Satan in the bottomless pit for a thou- 
sand years. " After that he must be loosed for a little 
season,^' Rev. xx. 3. O how glorious will be the 
state of the church, and flourishing the work of grace 
upon the soul, when the host of demons are chased 
away from this lower region, and their places suppli- 
ed with the holy martyrs ; when we shall have every 
-spiritual aid, and no spiritual obstruction ! 

IV. The manifestation of our Lord is also repiesent- 
ed as attended with " a great and mighty earthquake,'* 
Zech. xiv. 5. This, with other changes which wilf 
then take place in the kingdom of nature, may pro- 
duce ^e most benignant eflects on the elements, and 
on the fertility of the earth. " There shall be springs 
in the deserts, and pools in the parched ground,^ Isa. 
XXXV. The vagrant sands of Arabia shall be impri- 
soned ; the country covered with vegetation, and it» 
valleys replenished with rivers. The bituminous 

Waters of the lake of Sodom shall be healed by a rive^r 

No 
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thereby be put to the test. Hewever, it is conjecttrred, 
that he will not presume, at first, to seduce them into 
gross wickednoss. But, finding them dwelling under 
a hen gnant sky, and on a soil which might vie with 
paradiae, he will endeavor to iiisnare them by the lux- 
uries of their table, which must speedily produce effem- 
inacy, idleness, und want ; and want may induce them 
to extort supplies from those who have plenty. From 
depredation and fdunder, thoy may easily measure 
back their ste'^s into the foliirs and vices of the apos- 
tate ages. At least, it -s apprehended this may be the 
case with great numbers in .lifferent parts of the earth. 
This? conjecture seems the more pro!)able, because this 
ha;)py age will not be wholly free from wickedness; 
and by consequence, not free from lukewammess in 
religion. How nf-e;ir«il, even then, for every one to 
watch, and to sec that his soul be truly alive to God, 
lest he fall on the day of triul. These apostates hav- 
ing caused severe atflictions to the church in many 
places, may at length be hardened to rebel against the 
Lord, and asrainst the lieloved city, which will be 
stored with riches and ulenty, and be led on by the 
devil to their own destruction, as the first army of Qog 
and Magog were led on by the lying snirits. 

Whether this notion of the apostacy be proper or 
improper, or whatever success Satan may have among 
the nations, we are assured, by many |)romises, that 
he will have little success against the church in Judea. 
" As 1 have sworn that the waters of Noah should no 
more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I will 
not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the 
mountains shall dep<art, and the hills be removed; but 
my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall 
the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord, 
that hath mercy on thee. Thy sun shall no more go 
down, neither shall thy moon wane; for the Lord 
shall he thine everlasting light, and the days of thy 
mourning shall be ended," Isa. liv. 9, 10. Ix. 20. 

Short, indeed, will be this last, struggle of the com- 
enemy ; for the Lord Je^uA «hall be revealed fron 
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aveii iu flaming fire, to surprise and punish the apo?- 
e multitudes. " As it was in the days of Noah, so 
ill the coming of the Son of man be. They were 
ting and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
(1 the flood came and destroyed them all,'' Luke 
ii. 27. " I saw," says John, " a great white throne, 
d him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and 
i heavens fled a way, and there was found no place 

them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
lore God; and the books were opened ; and another 
dk was opened, which is the book of life : and the 
id were judged out of those things which were 
itten in the books, according to their works. And 
sith and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This 
the second death. And whosoever was not found 
itten in the book of life, was cast into the lake of 
s" Rev, XX. 11 — 15. 

^hat a train of solemnities is here ! The dissolu- 
n of heaven and earth. A world of spirits receiv- 
I their bodies a second time from the dust : and as 
J shepherds used to clear the forests, and separate 
J sheep from the goats, so are the wicked for ever 
)arated from the good. How glorious and how qua- 
ed is the judge ! He searcheth all hearts, and there 
ao secret but is manifest to the eyes of him with 
torn we have to do ! The books are opened, and 
rrespond with the copy in every man's bosom : as 
lerson walking over soft ground, leaves the print 
his steps behind, so are all the motions of our hearts 
'/Orded here. Every man is judged according to 
; works, his talents, and his disjiensation. The 
athen is judged according to the law of nature ; the 
w according to the law of Moses ; and the Christian 
wording to the gospel. In righteousness God shall 
Ige the world. 

And oh ! how will the wicked bear to see him, 
lom they have rejected and blasphemed, now ex- 
ed to ineffable glory and dominion ? His members, 
lom they have persecuted and contemned, n»w seat 

on tlupones ? How will they bear to see the inconi 
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parable love of Christ, now turned into high disdain ; 
hiB long-stitfering and meekness changed into fury 
and revenge ; to hear that voice which so often pro- 
nounced blessings, and said, " come ;" now say, " de- 
part ye cureed into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
tlevil and his angels." They have despised his mer- 
cy, and must revere his justice; they have hated the 
light, and darkness is their dwelling ; they have re- 
jected eternal happiness, and everlasting misery is 
their portion. What ? separated from God — from all 
good, and hope for ever lost ! ! ! Oh ! how insupport- 
able the thought ? Let the sinner timely hearken to 
Moses and the prophets, to Christ and the ajiostles, 
that he come not into that place of torment. 

The scene shall close by the accession of the 
righteous to the new and everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Their bodies ghali 
be inconceivably beautiful, perfect, and luminous, like 
the glorified humanity of Christ. Their capacity of 
happiness shall be matured and enlarged : the many 
powers and affections of the soul which are now ob- 
scured in ignorance and infirmity shall then be un- 
folded, and gratified with consummate happiness. 
The soul shall be ennobled with a proper degree of 
intuitive knowledge, immutably fixed in the love of 
God, and no more assailed mth temptation, or afflict- 
ed with evil. Consequently, the mediatorial king- 
dom shall cease, and be delivered up to God, even 
the Father. Then shall v,e see — (and that God 
may count us worthy to see !) the Lord Jesus, wiio is 
above every name that is named, at the head of his 
church, %vhich is his body, and the fulness of him that 
filleth all in all. Rivers of knowledge, and pleasure, 
and happiness, and life, shall flow from his throne, 
and deluge the kingdom with the fulness of eternal 
joy. In the administration of his eternal providence, 
he shall continue to disclose the amazing wonders of 
his love, which shall charm the happy worlds before 
the throne, and inspire them with boundless variety 
msf happiness, ever new and increasing in delight. Bn 
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e, like ioTaiit princes, w.ho are unacquainted with 
dignity of their birth, we are unable to anticipate 
felicity of that better world. It hath not entered 
heart of man, the things that God hath prepared 
them that love him. May the Almighty assist us 
.pprehend them more strongly by faith, and by a 
:er enjoyment of them in our hearts; that we may 
ieie in hope, and trample oh the vanities of this 
Irf, for the glory that fadeth not away. 
fe shall close our views of the scripture prophesies 
1 a caution, not to indulge ourselves in rash and 
tlees inquiries concerning the time of Christ's ap- 
ich. We are ever ready to ask, with the disci- 
, when these things shall be^ and what signs (here 
1 be when these things come* to pass. The signs 
lis coming to destroy the wicked city, he conde- 
ided to give, that they might improve them for 
r own safety; but concerning the time he deemed 
ifficient to say, *' this generation shall not pass 
y until all these things be fulfilled." And wheh 
r asked, on another occasion, whether he would, 
liat time, restore the kingdom unto Israel ; he told 
n plainly, that the times and seasons for the resto- 
3n of the kingdom were concealed in the counsel 
lie Father; that, previously to the introduction of 
happy age, the gospel must be preached to the 
s at home, and to the heathen in the uttermost 
s of the earth. Hence we may be fully assured, 
. the time of our Saviour's coming to restore right- 
mess to a sinful world, cannot be discovered by 
most accurate calculations of the prophetic nam- 
1. Such a disclosure would too much take off our 
ntion from present duties, and discompose the 
»le system of moral freedom, with regard both to 
evers and unbelievers. The signs of his coming 
all that heaven has thought proper to reveal ; and 
r are quite sufficient to raise the hopes, and ex- 
the activity of the church. 
i^e are indeed told, that the aati-cb.mU»Xi «<CDi^\t^ 
jld contiaue a thousand two \kuadie^ Mi^^naX^ 

O 
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years ; bat we are not told in what year this empire 
eommeiiced. It is said, by Daniel, that the abomina- 
tion which maketh desolate should continue in the 
holy place a thousand two hundred and ninety years. 
He then adds, '^ blessed is he that waiteth, and com- 
eth to the thousand three hundred and thirty-five 
days," or prophetic years; xii. 11, 12. It has been 
eonjectured, that the first of these numbers allows 
thirty years after the fall of anti-christ for the entire 
eleansing of the sanctuary ; and that the second allows 
a period of seventy-five years for the universal spread 
of the gospel. Hence it is our best wisdom to profit 
by what we do know, till it shall please the iLord fur- 
ther to develope his mysterious counsel. Let us not^ 
while we ask when the kingdom of God shall oome^ 
neglect, like the scribes and pharisees, to look for ifr 
in our own hearts. If it be not there, in vain should 
we be permitted to see it in the earth. Except W9 
be converted, and become as little children, we shaH 
!n nowise enter the kingdom of heaven. What joy 
could we have at his approach, unless he were our 
Lord, and unless we were his servants. Let it there- 
fore be our constant prayer, that he would enter our 
hearts in the regenerating power of his Holy Spirit, 
and create us anew in righteousness and true holiness. 
Let us, by patient continuing in well doing, seek for 
honor, glory, immortality, and eternal life. 



SECTION X. 



KARNAL BVISSNCE9 OP TMS TRUTH AND RSASONABLEXBgS OF THB CBUS- 
TIAN RELIGION ; OR, A BSUONSTRATION THAT TT IS AS WORTHY OP TBS 
WISDOM, POWER, AKO GOODNESS OV GOD, AS THB WORKS OF CBBATI05 
A^O FROVIDBNCS. 
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** The glorious gospel of the blessed God." Paul. 

JBFORE entering on this sul]ject, which is confined 
province of reason, \t 's^oxA^ V^^ 1b«.^w if every 
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one could ascertain, so far as to satisfy hi:? own luind, 
the nature and degrees of evidence, which man in his 
dark and depraved state ouglit to expect of the truth 
of revealed religion. If the evidences of future glory 
were more strong to good men, the ravishment of hope 
would induce them to disregard the duties of life; 
and if the evidences of the truth of Christianity were 
more strong to bad men, their moral liberty would be 
destroyed, and faith would no longer purify the heart. 
But if these evidences rise to such a mediocrity as to 
render men virtuous by receiving, or vicious by re- 
jecting them, in my ojuiiion, they highly accord with 
the moral government of God, and are such as we 
ought to expect. It is apparently for this reason, that 
the Deity conceals himself in his works of creation 
and providence, that mankind may become wise and 
Tirtuous by constant endeavors to trace his perfections. 

The grandeur of God in the creation, and the har- 
mony of the universe, have ever commanded the ad- 
miration of mankind. The variety of herbs and trees, 
flowers and fruits ; the degrees of heat and cold, mois- 
ture and drought ; the proportion of night and day to 
the labor and rest of men ; and the length of summer 
to the growth and maturity of fruits, demonstrate thai 
God has given a perfect finish to all his works; nor 
can the wisdom and experience of ages prove how 
any creature could have been better made, or more 
happily arranged. Hence it is inferred, that if Chris- 
tianity be also of God, there ought to be a harmony 
and propriety in ail its parts, which correspond with 
the works of creation and providence, and do equal 
honor to his wisdom, power, and goodness. Accord- 
ing to these received and equitable principles, let us, 
with undisguised sincerity and proper diffidence, pre- 
sume to examine the Christian faith ; and I hope it 
will fully appear, that God has done what was best 
and fittest to be done for the restoration of his once 
noble, but now apostate, offspring. 

I. In the first instance, there can be no absurdity 
in fiupposin|[ that God, who balYi \>e^m\\X.e^^^^^^- 
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might also permit the recovery of man, or restore him 
by some means to the divine favor. This, we raay 
presume, he has done from a survey of his kindness 
to the sinful world. Vile and ungrateful as we are, 
he indulgently sup[)lies our wants, and heals our dis- 
eases ; and shall he not heal the immortal spirit, which 
is by far the most excellc^nt part of all his works ?^ 
Shall he not have compassion on the wounded con- 
science, and give hope and glory to the desponding 
mind ? 

II. It will be also admitted, that the Creator only 
could restore his degenerate creatures, and repair the 
ruins of our nature. Man is altogether incapable of 
renewing his soul in the divine image, and of regain- 
ing h:s forfeited paradise ; feeble and ineffectual would 
all his endeavors be to emancipate himself from the 
fetters of sin and death, if unassisted by the power of 
God. And to expect restoration by a system of pure 
mercy, would obscure the divine justice, and be a 
daring presumption against the equity of providence, 
which so awfully |)unishes the wicked. A system of 
pure mercy, in the jiresent state of things, would have 
been extremely ruinous to the morality of human na- 
ture ; and how far it might have affected angels, we 
are incapable of judging, £}>h. iii. 10. 

III. We may therefore bring forward the grand 
l|uestion, and ask, what happier method could have 
been adopted to redeem and save mankind, than for 
one of the human race to be replenished with thie 
fulness of the godhead; to be sanctified from hit 
mother's bosom ; to die meritoriously ; and to take our 
humanity in triumph to heaven ? Being innocent in 
his person, and divine in his nature, his death must 
be vicarious, and his merits of infinite worth. And 
could any method of recovery more strikingly display 
the equity of God, than for the nature which sinned 
to suffer ? Or could his love of justice be more strongly 
made manifest than by the gift and punishment of 

|oved Son ? Are not these merits every way 
arable to the exv^iation of guilt $ and is it not 
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e^tff way compatible with the divine govennnent to 
accept of these as our propitiation ? Let this inquiry 
be exemplified. Have we deserved the frowns of 
Almighty God? the Son hath trodden the wine-rat 
of the fierceness of his wrath. Have we made our* 
selves liable to the curse of the law ? he was made 
ft little lower than the angels, and tasted death for 
every man. Have we lost our innocence and recti- 
tude ? he was made a sin-offering for us, who knew no 
shki that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in him. I proceed : the Creator having permitted 
our fall and ruin to take place in the first Adam, does 
it not vindicate his justice from the imputation of se- 
verity, that he hath permitted our recovery by Jesus 
Christ, the second Adam P If our original depravity 
was without our fault, our redemption was without 
our help. If we derive a corrupt and depraved nature 
from our parents, we may obtain a divine nature by 
Jesus Christ. If the fall was attended with the loss 
of paradise, the recovery invests us with the kingdom 
of heaven, and with innumerable blessings which did 
not belong to a state of innocence. *' Not as the 
transgression so is the free gift. Where sin hath 
abounded grace hath much more abounded.*' We are 
now initiated into the mysteries of the glorious per- 
son and grace of God the Redeemer. Man has here 
no cause of complaint against his maker, but he is 
laid under the highest obligations of gratitude and 
lore. 

IV. In all disputes and differences which arise be- 
tween nations or individuals, it h safest to refer them 
to a wise and virtuous arbitration. The having re- 
eourse to arms, or law, is a very unhappy way of ter- 
minating misunderstandings. On this principle, no- 
thing can be objected against the mediatorial scheme 
by Jesus Christ. He is perfectly qualified for the 
office, being God and Man in his glorious person ; 
and consequently, equally concerned for the divine 
konor, and the happiness of human nature. In him 
a&irs are io the hands of a {riendL^ ^)at^V^\>,^T!i^ 

02 
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a covr-nniL C»oc!. And would we wish to take them 
out ui' 1115 hands, aad manage them ourselves^ or trans- 
fiiv llieni to some Sochiiaa Saviour ? 

V. Docs nny crheme of happiness, ever presented 
to Ihe world, aiford snch comtbrt and hope as a yiew 
of the perffxtiou and glory to which the humab na- 
ture is elevated in the person of Jesus Christ? • He 
was once encompassed wilh our infirmities, and with 
the sorrows oi death ; but now is exalted to ineffable 
gloiy, and invested with immortality and life. I say, 
in his glorious person ; for in the resurrection and 
ascension of our blessed Lord, we have more than 
visionary schemes of happiness. All is substance 
and reality. " Handle me," said he, " for a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones as ye see me have.'* He 
showed himself alive after his passion for the space 
of forty days, talked with his disciples at large con- 
cerning his kingdom, and permitted them to witness 
his ascension into heaven. 

VI. The entrance of the Son of God into this low- 
er world was not without a happy arrangement and 
preparation for his coming. A succession of prophe- 
sies and promises had illuminated the ancient dispen- 
sations with increasing lustre ; and had so delineated 
his character as must have distinguished him from the 
sons of men, and insured the detection of all Impos- 
tors. His offices and sufferings had been adumbrated 
by a grand assemblage of rituals, and the unfading glo- 
ry of the gospel church reflected back by the transient 
splendor of the Jewish temple. He came to enlight- 
en the nations, and assumed the ofiice of a supreme 
teacher. He came to be a pattern of all rectitude and 
Tirtue, and placed himself on a level with mankind. 
He was subject to pain, poverty, sorrow, and death. 
Be did not choose a savage and untutored age for his 
advent, but an age when government, commerce, and 
science had civilized the nations, and rendered them 
more ca*)able of embracing the gospel revelation. He 

not reside in some solitary island, or remote part 
" worid, but in Judea, l\i^ «eixtt« qC the natiog9> 
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And the Jews being the only people wh« had retain- 
ed the pure knowledge and worship of God, and the 
promises of the Messiah, which all other nations had 
nearly lost, it was highly proper he should appear 
among them, and confirm the covenants made to their 
fathers. We may also add, that his death being the 
greatest event that could occur in the history of man- 
kind, it was not proper that it should have taken place 
in the first age of the world ; for then but one family 
could have attested the tragic scene, and the evidence 
would have been too much obscured by remote anti- 
quity : nor was it proper to have been delayed till near 
the end of the world, lest despondency should have de- 
prived us of our hope. The happy accordance of all 
these, and other occurrences, demonstrate an arrange- 
ment of our redemption which is worthy of the ruler 
of the universe, and ought to command the veneration 
of mankind. The harmony in the kingdom of grace, 
in every respect, coincides with the harmony of crea- 
tion and providence. 

VIL We shall next take a view of the fulness of 
the gospel for completing the great work of regenera- 
tion, and making the soul a habitation of God through 
the Spirit. Have we all strayed from the fold of inno- 
cence ? the good shepherd is come to seek and save 
that which is lost Are we surrounded with the shades 
of darkness and death ? the light of life breaks in 
upon the mind, and discovers the paths of righteous- 
ness and peace. Are we defiled with our numerous 
iniquities ? here is the fountain open for sin and for 
uncleanness. Do we find ourselves weak when ex- 
posed to temptations? we are directed to weaken 
our corruptions by reasonable self-denial, and aided 
to vanquish them by the grace of the Holy Spirit. Is 
there a strong aversion in our hearts to the ways of 
holiness or duties of religion? the Lord overpow- 
ers our enmity with such a cloud of mercies and favors, 
that we can no longer resist the charms of his grace« 
Is there danger lest the heart should be lifted up with 
the conuuunications of God's love ? he t^^^'e^ ^^qb. 
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comforts with crosses, and our talents with infirmitiei. 
In making sacrifices for religion, and in sufiering pre^ 
sent erils, do we need the support of a future retribn- 
tion ? ^' rejoice," says the Lonl, *' and be exceeding 
glad, for great b jour reward in heaven.'' Laboring 
Uder the complicated burdens of pain, sorrow, sick:* 
ness, and death, what refuge can be so suitable as aa 
approach to the wounded side of our incarnate God ? 
He has himself borne our sicknesses, and knows how 
to give comfort and hope to his dying saints. Being 
depressed with increasing infirmities, and daily more 
weary of the insupportable wickedness of the age ; and 
having, by long habits of piety, become matured in 
grace, and filled with the love of heaven ; what can 
be more reasonable, than for God to indulge his ser- 
vants with a translation to a better world ; that th« 
soul, returning back to God, may shake off the cum* 
brous body, and find the fulness of felicity in his bo> 
som ? Surely, then, the plenitude of the gospel corres- 
ponds with the munificence of nature ; and these gifta 
of mercy and love are worthy of the Creator's bounty.. 
VIII. The radiance of the gospel having made a 
proper distinction between truth and error, vice, an4 
virtue, what happier method could have been adopted 
for the preservation of piety, than to associate the 
righteous in Christian fellowship ? Whoever repent- 
ed of his sins, and believed in the godhead of Christ* 
(Acts viii. 37.) was admitted to baptism; and being 
baptized with the Holy Ghost, he was instructed to 
consider himself as one with the great body of saints, 
both in heaven and earth. This was the badge of 
distinction between the world and the church. No- 
thing, 1 think, can be more beautiful, than the views 
which the scripture gives us of the endearing fellow- 
ship and love which subsists in the church of God. 
In affinity, they are ail of the household of faith, and 
of the family of heaven : they have one father, even 
God, and are a!! brethren in Christ Jesus. If the 
of the lAm\ with his people be spoken of, 
called hiB temple, l^vin^ Christ for thej^ 
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"ibHndatioB and glory. Every Christian is a living 
■tone in that mansion, or a habitation of God through 
tbe Spirit. If the assistance they afford one to an- 
other be considered, they are donominated the body 
•f Christ, and members one of another. When the 
AGiiptures speak of their fruitfulness and graces, they 
are said to be branches of Christ, the true vine, and to 
glorify God by bringing forth much fruit. How ami- 
able are thy tabernacles O Lord of hosts ! How 
blessed are these thy servants, who sit at thy feet and 
hear thy wisdom ! How han^y is that society which 
knows no distinctions but those that are divine ! He 
chooses wisely who says, this people shall be my peo- 
ple, and their God shall he my God. 

IX. Yet our views of this society must be very in- 
comp]ete« till the laws hy which it is governed art 
eoDsidered. We are commanded to make God our 
supreme happiness ; to love him with all our heart, and 
mind, and strength ; to submit ehf^erfully to his will, 
for he chooses always what is best for his creatures; 
to supplicate Ms mercy and forgiveness; and to offer 
bijn the unceasing sacrinces of adoration, prayer, and 
thanksgiving. In regard to ou-celves, we are enjoin- 
ed to preserve our bodief^ in temperance, chastity, 
sanctification, and hou'.^i ; >o watch the motions of 
our hearts, lest we are ensnared with vice; to repress 
all seliish and inordinate passions; to take up our 
daily cross; to sustain the sahitary afflictions of life 
with the hope of future glory ; and to place our whole 
dependence on the never-failing provicience of God, 
who will crown our industry with identy. In society, 
we are commanded to love our neighbors as ourselves ; 
to do to others as we would that they should do 
to us; to practice justice, mercy, and truth; to live 
as little children, artless and free from guile; to be 
unsuspicious in our temper, and fervent in charity ; 
to shun the appearance of evil ; to refrain from doing 
injuries ; and to forgive one another ; to be meek, pa- 
tient, gentle, and easy to be entreated ; not rendering 
eyil for evil, but overceming evil \f\\.bL ^faw^\%»^'^ 
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be perfect in all these virtues, as our Father which i& 
in heaven is perfect. 

Now, where is the system of superstition, of philoso- 
phy, or of daring infidelity, that ever presented the 
world with a Bystem of morals like this ? Detached 
precepts, are, indeed, found in their writings, similar to 
those of the gospel ; but no regular system can be col- 
lected from their works. The philosophers, who really 
did believe in a future state, were so bewildered with 
the vanity of human passions, and with the mixture of 
good and evil in the world, that they were unable, 
without the aid of revelation, to draw the proper line 
of morality. And the priests were regardless what 
sort of lives the people led : it was enough if they were 
votaries to the prevailing ;:uperstition, and brought 
their offerings to the temple. We, therefore, appeal 
to the bar of enlightened reason and hoary experi- 
ence ; and ask, whether the morality of the gospel be 
not admirably calculated to remedy the evils which 
afflict society? whether any antidote can operate so 
efficaciously in calming vindictive passions, as meek- 
ness, forbearance, and kindness ? Esau was pacified and 
softened by the r>resents and submission of his brother. 
It was a just submission for his treachery, and an effect 
of sincere piety, having conversed the preceding night' 
with God. Saul also, when he found that David had 
taken his spear, and spared his life, exclaimed, " thou 
art more righteous than 1." And " why should wc 
not prefer," says Neckar, " religious principles, which 
prevent crimes, to the rigors of law, which punish 
them." What is so likely to induce masters to be hu- 
mane and equitable, as a belief that one is their mas- 
ter, who is in heaven ? What can so efficaciously 
• induce men to be holy, as a conviction of the omni- 
presence of God; or deter them from secret wicked- 
ness, as a fiersuasion that God shall judge the secrets 
of men by Jesus Christ ? 

We may have a more comprehensive view of the 

excellency of Christianity, by asking, what the effects 

gflMtfd h«, supposing a wh%\e uslIIoe were to embraee. 
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tlie doctrines, and imitate the piety, df Jesus Christ ? 
Guilt, fear, and shame would soon be chased away 
from its coasts. The civil power would scarcely need 
the aid of penal statutes; for the love of rectitude 
and order would pervade all ranks of society ; and the 
admonitions of the aged would be sufficient to repress 
the indiscretions of youth. Property would all be se- 
cure without the precautions of locks and bars ; for 
habits of temperance and industry would raise the 
people above the temptations of poverty, and the 
meanness of fraud. The poor, whom age or infirmi- 
ties haVl rendered incapable of labor, would then be 
supported, not as paupers^ but as brethren or fathers 
in Uie Lord. The love of God and the love of man 
would inspire every bosom, and songs of praise would 
dwell on every tongue. 

I am happy in having it in my power to say, that 
I have witnessed these effects of Christianity in a 
considerable number of families within the circle of 
my religious acquaintance. Their cheerful piejy, 
their heavenly conversation, their amiable tempers 
and obliging simplicity of manners, have been, to me, 
as the fragrance of herbs amid the heat of summer. 
I have approached the chambers of expiring saints, 
and seen their countenances sparkle with immortal 
hope. I have seen them look with scorn on the pa- 
geantry and vanity of this world, and put their feet 
on the neck of the king of terrors. They have ex- 
ulted in receiving the baptism of their crucified Lord, 
and their faultering accents have so expatiated on 
liis dying love, and on the glory of heaven, as to 
make me envious of their situation. Here is realized 
all that history has sai4 of the constancy and courage 
of the holy martyrs. Surely then, that religion must 
be from God, which endows us with these divine sup- 
ports in the extremities of nature, and brings so large 
a portion of heaven into the human breast. 

The Christian system is far too perfect to be of 
human invention. The grandeur and sublimity of 
its doctrines, its internal plenilude ^tvOl v^fv^.^^^^a»^^ 
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wards and punisbments, and the conBummate har- 
mony of all its parts, give it a finish, which happilj^ 
•orresponds with the works of creation and provi* 
dence. If this system be compared with literary pro- 
ductioBs, with codes of civil law, with epic poems, 
or with the most approved moral systems, it exceeds 
them as much as the works of nature exceed the 
works of art. And can it he supposed, that Peter 
and his brethren framed a system which infinitely 
exceeds them all ? Had they deibricated the gospel, 
they Tfould, at least, have imitated the philosophers 
and poets, in taking some part of the honor to them- 
selves. But with one voice they all aflSrm, that they 
received these things of the Lord Jesus. '^ We are 
not sufficient of ourselves to reason out or collect any 
of them : our sufficiency is of God." 

I therefore conclude, that a religion which gives 
its the sublimest ideas of the divine perfections, offers 
him the purest worship, and discovers an honorable 
way of suffering sinners to approach him : a religion 
which regulates all our passions, presents us with a 
suitable scheme of regeneration, discloses a ravishing 
prospect of a future state, and elevates the human 
nature to all possible happiness and glory in heaven, 
is every way worthy.^f the author of nature, and the 
ruler of the universe. 
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4 eVNIRAL VIIW 09 THS INTIRKAL AND KXTBRNAL XVI0ENXE8 Of TBX 
1K8PI8AT10N or MOBSS, THE PBOPUKTS,^ AND THE APOSTLES; AND OF TBM 
TRL'TB OP CBRrSTIANITT. 

'* Nihil magnum sine qfflatu divinoV 
" Nothing is great without the dame inapinitioD.** 



^ 



L Bt inspiration is meant, ^ revelation of the good 
Measure of God, winch could not have been discover^ 
bjr tbe light of nature* 
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1. This was frequently made to the patriarchs hy 
a personal appearance of the Messiah. Sometimes 
he appeared in a fiery cloud, and sometimes he veiled 
hia glory in the human form. In this way, Moses 
was favored with the greater part of his revelations 
Tespeoting the Jews. He presented himself before 
the cloudy pillar, and received the living oracles im- 
mediately from God. 

2. To Abimelech, Pharaoh, Solomon and others, 
the Lord spake in dreams. The dreams were natu- 
ral, but the agency was divine. It seemed natural 
for Pharaoh to dream of seven thin cars of corn, and 
of seven full ears ; but the seven years of plenty, and 
the seven years of famine which followed, demon- 
strated both the dream and the interpretation to be 
of God. This, among innumerable occurrences, illus- 
trates the doctrine of a particular providence. Be- 
eaase the universe is governed by an established order, 
and the seasons follow one another without interrup- 
tion, impious men have presumed, either that there 
is no God, or that 

* * The universal cause 
** Acts not hy partial but by general laws.** 

So it may seem to those who have never considered 
providence in a moral view. But in the year 1 700 
)nd 1800, he afflicted this country with short harvests, 

tkd gave our German neighbors, in the same parallel 

f latitude, very abundant crops t 

3. The third and the most frequent way of receiv- 
ig the divine communications was by vision ; that 
» by a 'supernatural representation of an object to 
e mind while the person was awake. This seems 
e only circumstance in which it differed from reve- 
ion made b}' dreams. 

4. Divine communications were sometimes made 

holy men, by what is termed plenary inspiration. 

ey were suddenly filled with the divine impetus^ 

1 broke forth in extemporaneous effusions of dift* 

rse or song, as the Spirit |^ave ttiem \i\.\jet«.iascA^ 

P 
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and to suppose, that not one of them ever discoyeretf 
i( c:>ither through friendship, through a quarrel, tbrougli 
apostacy, throus^h persecution or the force of con- 
science in a dying hour, implies that they were mefl 
altogether dissimilar to those of the present age. 

0. Had ( he discifiles of Jesus been deceived in form- 
ing too high an opinion of their master; had he never 
realised the solemn promi^os he made them previous- 
ly to his crucifixion, it is more than probable, that 
Ihey would have retired to their houses, and not have 
;j€r?evered in a cause, which afforded neither honoTi 
ca=e, nor wealth. 

7. Their testimony exposed them to the rage and 
hatred of the priests, to the contempt of the learned, 
to the sv/ord of the magistrates, and what is more ia- 
tolerable, to the fury of the populace ; yet they pene- 
vered, and cheerfully laid down their lives in confir- 
mation of their doctrine. 

3. The apostles and their brethren in the minist7 
were not the emissaries of either court or faction : tbej 
•tvere not employed in making proselytes to any popu- 
lar religion : they did not, like the disciples of Maho- 
jjfiet, propagate the faith by the point of the sword; 
Ihey sometimes labored with their hands, and frequcnir 
)y suffered both nakedness and hunger: they were nev- 
er accused of seeking riches or repose ; never, there- 
Tore, was human testimony more pure or free flrom 
suspicion. 

9. Thoybore their testimony in the nation, andia 
file cities in which these things were done : they bort 
it at the time they were done, and in the face of those 
rulers who had crucified their Master, and who want- 
ed neither power nor inclination to detect and pun- 
ish them. This they could not have done, had they 
iiot been supported by truths and facts which became 
more distinguished by opposition. It was no more 
{>ossible for them to persuade a large proportion of 
the Jewish nation to believe in a crucified person fof 
j*alvation, had they not been divinely supported, than 
Cer a set of meH to p«r%u«^vl€ tl^ llva.t Hu^h Latimer, 
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ichard Baxter, or John Wesley, performed a tboti- 
ind miraclee, arose from the dead, and ascended up 
ito heaven in their presence, after having conversed 
ith them for forty days in a cool and dispassionate 
lanner. 

. 10. They spake nothing but what Moses and the 
rophets had predicted ; and therefore their testimo- 
y was in harmony with gradual revelation since the 
reation of the world. 

11. They promised remission of sins, and the gift 
f the Holy Ghost, to all who sincerely believed 
I Christ; and if the multitude of those who did be- 
eve had not experienced those heavenl^^ comforts, 
ley would, most assuredly, have let Christianity sink 
i tiie visionary wonder of the age. 

12. Jesus, while alive, wonM not suffer the demoni 
^ confess him, nor the wicked to see him after bis 
surrectlon ; therefore, if any doubts were entertained, 
le apostles appealed to the miracles wrought in bis 
Une, and to the gift of tongues, which was a sign to 
te unbelievers. *' He hath shed forth that which ye 
>w see and hear." That heart must indeed be de- 
'aved, which asks clearer proof of the truth ofChrls- 
Biiiity,and of the inspiration of the holy ap#stle8. 

YII. The evidence, on this subject, which rankst, 
I point of importance, next to that ofthe apostles, is 
le success of the gospel among the Jews. There 
^uld net be less than ten or twenty thousand people 
inverted in Jerusalem, and a proportionable number 

all the other Jewish cities. These had all imbibed 
le prejudices of their country in favor of a temporal 
Messiah to reign in Jerusalem ; and these prejudicen 
>uld not be removed without conviction. But they 
id all seen Christ, and most of them had honored him 
( one of the ancient prophets revived from the dead, 
[any of them were the relatives or intimate friends 
* those who had seen the Lord after his resurrection. 
'hey were connected with them in religious society; 
Id some of them lived to the close of the first ceiit5i« 
^* Thejr liad the fullest and laita%V ^vv^tVs^Vs ^ 
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2. The volume oS the N«u- Tesiaraent consists of 
histories and lettf r>:, which are ai^crihed to eight sere- 
ral authors ; and Troni the diversity or style and com- 
position, it evidently appears, that not lesB than eight 
persons were concerned in writing this book. There 
are considerable variations in the relation of some 
facts, and a few of such apparent contradictions, as 
would not have occurred, had this volume been writ- 
ten by one man, or by eight men in concert. Here 
are recited, the titles and offices of great men, and 
the characters of the rich and the poor are frequently 
delineated. Here is a history of occurrences in va- 
rious nations and cities, and allusions to a varietjof 
customs and opinions. Every one must be aware 
how ditBcult it is for a man, however learned, to write 
a 1>ook in the character of authors of an earlier age, 
aud not betray himself in some name, castom, or oc- 
currence, or by some expression not then in use. It 
must, therefore, be next to an impossibility for any 
class of men to write so large and extensive a volume 
a<< the New Testament, and keep themselves per* 
fsctly free from these mistakes. 

3. It is further evident, that the Christian scrip- 
tures are authentic, because many of the facts related 
by the evangelists, are related also by pagan authors. 
The taxing of the empire by Augustus Cffisar, is 
mentioned by Tacitus, Dion, and Suetonius. The 
great light or star, which directed the wise mefl to 
Christ, is mentioned l)y Chalcidius. The slaughter 
•f the infants at Bethlehem, by Herod, is mentioned 
by Macrobius. That our Saviour foretold many 
things which were accomplished, is attested by Phlc- 
gon, in bis annals, as the learned Origen assures us. 
The darkness which happened at his death, is also 
attested by the same author. The great number of 
Christians in all the provinces, and the rites 'and 
usages of the primitive church, are confirmed hjr 
Pliny. Many other testimonies of this nature, mighti 
doubtless, have been adduced, had not many of the 

pagan authors of U\e tit^l ceuXuxy Vi^^w ^tkliielt lo*^ 
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But the Christians being for a long time regarded as 
a Jewish sect, we cannot expect much concerning 
them from the heathens, 

4. The Christian scriptures are comprised in twen- 
ty-seven books, and twenty of these were received 
In all the churches without a doubt. But the epistle 
to the Hebrews, the epistle of St. James, the second 
epistle of St. Peter, the third epistle of St. John, th« 
epistle of St. Jude, and the book of Revelation, were, 
for a time, doubted by some of the churches. How- 
ever, on being found to be the genuine productions 
of the apostles, they were received also into the code 
of sacred scriptures. If these seven books had been 
fpand, upon examination, spurious, there would have 
been sufficient evidence from the other twenty, to 
prove that Christ was the very prophet, whom the 
nations were commanded to obey. The reception of 
these books, after their authenticity had been inves- 
tigated, is proof to us, that the primitive Christians 
'would receive no writings as apostolic without exa- 
mination, and sufficient evidence. 

5. Had the writings of the New Testament been 
false, they might easily have been confuted ; yet we 
do not find, that any person ever atlem pted to refute 
tbe facts related by the apostles. Had there ever exist- 
ed any counter histories, we should certainly have 
heard of them by some of the early opposers of Chris- 
tianity. But Celsus, Porphyry, Julian, the Jewish 
Talmud, and others, never so much as call in ques- 
tion, the authenticity of these books. Indeed, they 
have acknowledged many of the facts related by the 
evangelists, and even allowed that Jesus performed 
miracles! 

6. In what year, and by what church or council 
the several writings of the New Testament were first 
collected, and published in their present form, we are 
not informed. But as the apostles wrote the substance 
of their ministry by revelation, and commanded their 
epistles to be read, we may presume, that the churches 
to whom tkej were addressed) ^q\i\^ %vn^ ^^^sw^ 
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Hpf'cdy circuUUion. The ChriBlinn rcvolatiou being 
i'lored by the apocalypse of St. John, we may pre- 
•iirne, that they vrerr then tirst collected in Aaii. 
That tlioy \vt»rc collectftl early is evident from Jus- 
tin Martyr, who wrote ai'oulthe year 150. He quotes 
and refeni to thnn n.s rtcords puhlicly known; und all 
lUo father? of tlie i-t'rond century do the same. 

7. The hooks of the New Testament were written 
in (ffoek, which >va3 tlien the trarelliug language. 
They w ere dispersed over all the empire, and read by 
Iho ciieniMs of Christianity; and they would surely 
have made ai^ at tact upon their authenticity, bad 
l'':4T€ exiiitod the smallest jrround of suspicion, or had 
ihcre been any de.'cct of living witnesses to attest 
(ho genuine nature of these production;. The orig> 
nal copies of these sacred books, were for a long time 
j>re.'^ervcd, which superseded cavils of this nature. 
'* You," says Tertullian, " who are desirous to em- 
ploy your leisure in the more useful affairs of your 
salvation, go and visit the ajiostolic churches, in 
iv'hich their own authentic letters, are ( carefully pre- 
lerved, ami) publicly read/'* 

8. There are a fe^v passages in these writings, 
which hav€^ not been quoted by Greek and Latin au- 
tuors now extant; copies were taken without number; 
and transilations were made into various languages; 
vet wbon iher;? copies aiul translations were collect- 
»f-ii from v;irioii3 librai Ips i:i Europe, Asia, and Africa, 
and collt'cUil >viih llie most minute and critical care, 
iliey were aliov,c(i by all capable judges, notwith- 
itaiidinj!; their yarloiij roadir.as, to be defective in no 
:)oint of ClKi-li:i!i duflrine {-v morality. 

0. W'f* r;: y alM> aJJ, t ■).•,! the ancient Christians 

'jr.? : r:\)n tlividcd iiiio ??octr ; aiid these, as well as the 

:':odci'-i »li-iy?!)iir'ai)0!'.s cf Cliristians, have generally 

■ :'''^'*?.lcd i'j thf-«^ ^•)(.iki». as the standard of their faith 

..i-'i wcr 'fi':,». f«n;! v<xho grand charter of their religion. 

''r.rv hnv. »;;. rv ^^ kept a jealous eye upon one an- 
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tber, lest anj party should make the unallest alterar 
on in favor of their pecutiar opinions. We hera 
lore the wise and gn^cious providcnceof God, which 
u OYer-ruled the weakness of mankind, and has 
ade it conducive to the preservation of books, which 
mtain the best doctrines, enforce the purest morals. 
id were evidently coBaposed with the most benevo- 
nt designs. 

10. If should especially be remarked, thnt if the 
icurcences related in these scriptures, had not been 
Eittera of fact, they would not have been credited by 
rraons who lived near the time, and in the cities iu 
iich they are said te have been done. On the con- 
try, they would have been treated as the most no- 
rieus lies and legends. Suppose that a few hooks 
ould now appear among us, relating a number of 
;ts which occurred about sixty years ago, and a 
imber more which occurred but twenty or thirty 
:arB ago : suppose further, that they should comfort 
id support societies ofreltgious people, now suffering 
Lry severe persecution from the king and the magis- 
ites ; and if is confessed by pagan as well as Chris- 
in historiaas, that Nero then persecuted the Chris- 
tns ; would they not be treated as the most hypo- 
itieal forgeries which ever were published ? would 
eat numtters of people in these very places, change 
eir rel^on, and suffer persecution, on the credit of 
K>kB recording public facts which had never been 
tard of ? we may rather ask, would any sober-mind^ 
1 or extravagant description of men ever conceive a 
3sign so shameful and absurd ? 
We nuy therefore reasonably conclude, thai the gos- 
elsand epistles were really written before the destruc^ 
on of Jerusalem, and, consequently, that they were 
'litten by divine inspiration. Now, if all this va- 
:efy of evidence, which is tometimes presumptive 
nd reasonable, and sometimes clear, positive, and 
rong, do not prove the divine mission of our Lord 
1(1 Saviour, end the truth of our religion, thea &a- 
iny is capable of demonsttaUon. \^ ktv^ laaa^ w^"^ 



Mer Ihlsi, that Christianity b founiled on '* yncertaui 
liear-say,** and destitute of evidence, let him briof 
ibrwanl ancient and authentic bistoriea which cob- 
(rndiet those facts. If this neither has nor can be 
done, in what light can sceptical writings be viewed, 
but as inimical to truth and righteousqess. 

X We bhall close this section by a few testioionies 
from the primitive fathers, concerning the impiratioD 
•I' tlie holy scriptures. It is highly proper to pay t 
due regard to their sentiments on this subject, bccaose 
as some of them lived in, and all of them near the age 
in which they were written, they were the best ipt 
lificd to appreciate their excellence and merit. 

1. Clemens Romanus says, ^' that the apostles preach- 
ed the gospel, being filled with the Holy Ghost; that 
the scriptures are the genuine word of the Spirit; and 
that St. Paul wrote to the Corinthiani, things whick 
were true, by the aid of the Spirit," 

2. Polycarp tells the Philippians, *'that nomaa 
could attain to the wisdom by which Paul had writ« 
ten their epistle." 

3. Justin Martyr says, " that the gospels were writ- 
ten by men full of the Holy Ghost; and that the sa- 
cred writers had spoken by inspiration." 

4. IrensBus says, '* that all the apostles, as well as 
Paul, received the gospel by divine revelation; and 
that by the will of God, they delivered it to us, as the 
foundation and pillar of faith ; that the scriptures were 
all dictated by the Spirit of God ; and consequently* 
that it is wickedness to speak against them, and sacri' 
lege to make in them the smallest alteration." 

5. Clemens Alexandrinus says, " that those wiM> 
have the scriptures are taught of God; that these wHe 
lings are established by the authority of God; and 
that they are all divine books." 

0. Origen is very expressive on this subject. Ht 

<<ays, ** that the scriptures are the effusions of the Holy 

Spirit ; that there is not one iota in them but expresses 

a divine wisdom ; that there is nothing either in the 

igw, the prophetB, \Vie ^o»^«Vis qt \Vft eviiatlee, wkifk 
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dill iwt proceed from the fulneasof the Spirit; that we 
ovght to acknowledge with all the faithful, that the 
■criptnres are divinely inpplred — and received in all 
the churches aa no ether than the organs of God." 

7. Tertullian testifiee, <■ that the ecriptures are the 
basis of faith ; that all Christians prove their doctrines 
•nt of the Old and New Testament ; and that the mit- 
jesty of God EUggested what Paul has writteD." 

8. An ancient writer, quofed by Eusebius, says, 
" that they who corrupt the Acriptures, abolish the an- 
aient standard of faith, and neglect the words of di- 
vine composition, through a fondnesa for the produs- 
tiona of human reason." 

9. TheophiluB Antiochenus says, " that the erange- 
lists and apostles, wrote by the same Spirit which in* 
spired the prophets." 

O most merciful and gracious God, open our eyes, 
we beseech thee, to behold wonderful things out of thy 
law 1 May we ever read thy sacred word as though * 
thou wert present before our eyes, and speaking to ut 
by the ministry of thy highly favored and anointed 
servants ! May thy word inspire us with wisdom and 
oomfort, and be sweeter to uethan our nee eesary food. 
And while we are watkiog; in this dark wvrld, may it 
be as a lantern to our feet, and a lamp unto our path : 
for wherewith shall a young man cleanse his way, but 
by taking heed to thy commandments P Assi«t usi 
likewise, by the illumination of thy Uoly Spirit, fully 
to comprehend, and ever to remember these abundant 
evidences of the truth of our most holy faith, that they 
may preserve us in the hour of temptation, and sup- 
port us in the day of affliction. To this end, do thoa 
manifest thyself unto us, as thou dost not nnto the 
world, that knowing on whom we have believed, w« 
may be confident of thy ability to keep the soul wo 
.bare committed to thy care, unto the appearing of otV 
'liOfd aad Sariour Jesin Christ. AmeD. 
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SECTION XII. 

TMi aocrniNS or tui fpinir laid oown ai ths uLTiMATiTtiTor TBf 

Tiuni AND rowxR or cMiruinTT. 



fiilisisjc vicariaofi vim Spirituii Sancti, qui credentes agat 

Christ hath sentin hU place the virtue of the Holy Spirit^ wkithedmt» 
kiieMTV. TiRTtL. OB PuucBir. 

We have now taken a general view of the intc^ 
nal and external evidences of Christianity, and of the 
inspiration of the sacred writors. They are clear and 
conclusive, and, on many occasions, much stronger 
than could have been expected. But we may know 
and believe all these without being either reformed or 
converted. Besides, a perfect acquaintance with them 
requires abundance of leisure and learning. This the 
world at large cannot have, although they are equally 
concerned; we want, thert'.fore, an universal evidence^ 
which is equal fy plain to the learned and unlearned, 
and assures us ol' the r;odhead of Christ by revealing 
his divine power to the hejirt. This we have, blei- 
sed be God, in tlie gifts and comforts of the Holy 6hofit» 

*' When the cmnforter is come," says Jesus, " whom 
I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit 
of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall 
testify of me. He shall guide you into all the truth. 
He shall teach you all thin^, and shall bring all things 
to your remcm!orance whatsoever I have said unto 
you. At that day ye shall know that I am in the 
Father, and ye in me, and I in you." Saint Paul ex- 
presses himself to the same purpose: "no man can 
call Jesus Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. God hath 
sent forth the spirit of hib Son into our hearts, crying 
Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness to 
our spirit that we are the children of God. Our g08- 
pe] came not unto you in word only, but in power, in 
■-he Holy Gh03t, anvH ixk uvu^Yv ^i^>n^»s&0'' "^^ ^v!|« 
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It John : " if we receive the witness of men, the 
less of God is greater ; for this is the witness of 
I which he hath testiQed of his Son. He that he- 
eth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself, 
that believeth not God hath made him a liar, be- 
6e he believeth not the record that God gave of 
Son. And this is the record that God hath given 
eternal life, and this life is in hift Son. He that 
h the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son 
h not life." 

n other places of scripture, the Holy Spirit is said 
}aptize us with fire — to shed abroad the love of God 
mr hearts — to be in us a well of water springing up 
everlasting life — to be a Spirit of wisdom and rev#- 
on in the knowledge of God — a Spirit of grace and 
plication in our devotion, to strengthen us witli 
ht in the inner man, to abide with us for ever, 
to seal us to the day of rede/nption. These arc 
inct and appropriate characters ; and in these havt 
saints of all ages and nations received him. And 
Qgh they may have differed a little in their mode 
ixpression, yet the prominent features of the expe- 
ice are precisely the same. 

laving promises so numerous and ex{)licit, so con- 
itory and inviting, what can be more reasonable 
a for the sincere inquirers after truth to come and 
of God the approving test ? ** Ask," says .Tesus, 
id ye shall receive. If ye, being evil, know how 
5ive good things unto your children, how much 
•e shall your Father which is in heaven give good 
igs," or his Holy Spirit, " to them that ask him ?" 
jld we desire a religion to be more open, a test 
ter defined, or more efficacious in regenerating the 
lan heart ? 

t must here be added, by way of caution, that the 
ness of the Spirit is not intended to supersede the 
Tnal and external evidences of the truth of Chris- 
lity ; nor to distinguish in the scriptures, when va- 
s readings occur, which is pure, and which is cor- 
t : we may be saved without pet^e^ttDi^V^ V>kv5»V«A. 



&i^V 



199 INTRODITCTIO]! 

•r knowledge ; but when the great truths of rel^on 
are laid before us, it is intended to apply them with 
dirine power to the heart. Now, when we pray in 
the name of Christ, and receive a sense of pardon and 
•omfort, it really proves that he is our propitiation, 
and that he is glorified with the Father. If otherwise, 
it proves that the Father bears witness to a lie, or de- 
ceives us in the tenderest concerns of our salvation. 
I am perfectly aware that God does daily comfort his 
children under many harmless errors and mistakes ; 
but to suppose that he can comfort us while worship- 
ping Jesus, a mere man, is to suppose that God can 
give his glory to a creature. This is impossible : the 
Ged of holiness cannot change — the God of truth can- 
not lie. He can no more smile on a gross act of idol- 
atry than he can smile on a gross act of adultery ; we, 
therefore, conclude with St. Paul, that our trust in 
Christ is well placed, because God hath given us the 
first fruits of the Spirit, which is the earnest of our in- 
heritance until the redemption of the purchased pos- 
session. St. Peter proved, likewise, his ascension 
and godhead from the gifts of the Holy Ghost. " He* 
hath shed forth that which ye now see and hear.^ 

Every one who Is desirous to investigate] this grand 
test of the truth of Christianity, should be further ap- 
prized, that a sincere and devotU mind is indispensibly 
required. If a man be not seeking virtue as well as 
truth, he is destitute of the grand qualification on 
which his success depends. No man can judge of 
doctrines which have holiness for their object, unless 
he be seeking purity of heart. So the scriptures every 
where inculcate; and he who sincerely seeks is sure 
to succeed. *' The meek will he guide in judgment, 
the meek will he teach his way. They shall all,'' 
says Jesus, " be taught of God. Every man, there- 
lore, that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, 
Cometh unto me. If any man will do his will^he 
know of my doctrine whether it be ofGod, or 
I speal^ of myself,'' Psalm xxv. 8, John tH. 
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Aq admired French writer expresses himseir to the 
same effect. He exhorts the inquirer after sacred truth 
to imitate the Cyrils, the Basils, the Augustines, the 
Leons, exalted geniuses of antiquity, whose minds 
were elevated above the prejudices of their age." 
** Like them,'' says he, '* commence your researches 
by seeking virtue, whose divine flame alone can point 
you out the path of truth, extinguish ignoble passions, 
recede from fatal connexions, become docile, simple, 
chaste, modest, and approach with humility the sanc- 
tuary, which is the repose of truth." A few lines 
after he adds, '^ God penetrates and charms my heart 
with the radiance of his glory ! I see — I hear — I be- 
lieve : my reason hearkens to the supreme Oracle, and 
to him alone." Whether Rousseau really believed 
what he here wrote, or whether the reading of Racine's 
beautiful poem Sur la Religion^ had made a momentary 
impression on his heart, is not my business to deter- 
mine : I am concerned only with the advice, which is 
perfectly agreeable to the scriptures, and indispensibly 
requisite for the successful investigation of sacred truth. 

Should this sketch of the reasonableness of Christi- 
anity fall into the hands of those who are earnestly 
desirous to find the truth, and resolved to put religion 
to the test, by devoutly pleading its promises at the 
throne of grace, I should indeed count it one of the 
richest favors of heaven to render them some further 
aid in the affairs of their salvation.* With a view to 
this, I beg leave, as one that hath obtained mercy, to 
address them on the great import^Aice of a change of 
heart, and a religious life. 

My dear friends, and fellow-partakers of our Crea- 
tor's bounty, 0})en your bosom to conviction, and be 
not unwilling to know the worst of your moral de- 
pravity. Take an impartial and deliberate view of 
all those sins which lie heaviest on your conscience, 
and make you afraid to die. Examine closely their 
atrocity, and all the aggravating circumstances which 
attended them ; and in doing this, you will find them 
connected with a multitude of othei wxa, ^>i>DL^xv!^^ 
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inferior tnagnitutk. '' Who can understand his errors, 
or count the number of his faulU ?" 

You will then be led to consider the critical ahd 
awful situation to which you are reduced. The holj 
law has made manifest your sin, and the righteous 
Ciod has pronounced you guilty. His mercy suspends 
you over hell, while his justice is importunate to cut 
the thread, and then you fall into your own place. 
In a situation so truly alarming, let not the vain pur- 
suits of life soothe you into a fatal shimber. It is the 
extreme of folly to despise the justice of omnipotence, 
and of impiety to abuse his mercy. 

Consider how the Lord Jesus hath wept, and bled, 
and died, to put away your sin ; and how earnestly 
he intercedes for you in heaven ! Consider his long- 
suflering and kindness, the means he employs to ef- 
fectuate your conversion, and all the riches of his 
grace, which are presented to you in the gospel. He 
shows you his bleeding hands and feet, all his grief 
and pain for sin, and then the fountain that gushes 
from his side ! Hear how he expostulates with the 
wicked : " O Ephraim, Ephraim, my son, how shall I 
rive the<i up ! My relentings are kindled — how shall 
J seal thy destruction !" O what a look of love he 
casts on your wretched soul ! And can you crucify 
him again by despising his mercy, and retaining your 
fins ? Can the pleasures, the momentary pleasures 
of a sensual age, compensate for the loss of heaven, 
and for bringing down on your guilty heads the wrath 
of a vindictive God ? 

Perhaps Satan and your deceitful heart suggest, 
that you are young, that God is merciful, and that 
you may safely defer your repentance to a later pe- 
riod. Coui^ider again, I entreat, the nature and ten- 
dency of such a thought, liefore consideration be too 
late. Is not this to ask long life, and all temporal ^ 
happiness of a bounteous God, and then to offer him 

C"^« decrepitude of old age. How long, I pray, would 
y master bear,wUV\ a ?^eT\awV\^A\o %l\ould talk and 
ict after tlii^ mitiueT? \ lew ^omw^ 'akA.v:^^^^ 
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the fallacy of this temptation. If you are unwilling 
to part with your sins, and repent to-day, you will bfj 
more unwilling to-morrow, for your heart will be har- 
dened in proportion as you increase in guilt. If this 
warning be unattended with success, what hope then 
c^ be entertained that any future warning will hare 
inore effect ? Hence, by rejecting grace to-day, you 
know not but you reject it for ever. It is preposterous 
in the extreme to trifle with sin and holiness, with 
death and eternity. 

Admitting, for a moment, the hazardous supposi- 
tion, that you should repent and find pardon in old 
age, even then your loss would be incalculable ; for 
you would have no time to grow in grace, and to glo- 
rify God by a life of active or of sufif(^ring piety. 
Those who have served the Lord frOra their youth, 
who have borae reproach and persecution, and made 
a great progress in knowledge and holiness, will as- 
suredly be qualified to receive a larger degree of glory 
and happiness, than those who are plucked as brands 
from the burning. Personal rewards in glory shall 
be given in proportion to our holiness, our sufferings, 
and our works. He that had gained five talents was 
made lord over five cities, and he that had gained ten 
talents w^s made lord over ten cities. And shall mea 
who boast of reason and knowledge, act a part so 
very irrational ? Shall they barter the eternal glories 
and happiness of heaven, for the momentary pleasures 
of sin ? Nor should it be overlooked, that if repent- 
ance be now deferred, you have merely a precarioi^s 
hope of ever obtaining it. And if you should presume 
to ask mercy in your affliction, you leave Satan a 
just ground to suggest, that having rejected the Lortf 
while young, he will now reject you when old ; where- 
as, if you now repent and turn to God, you have pk 
thousand explicit promises, that he will in no wise 
* cast you out. 

Say not as some, that the wicked are happy ; nor 
indulge a wish to imitate their life. Wheia.^Q!^^«^ 
ihem cheerful and gay in compaiqf) Vjj^n^XV^ wcl^\v 

R 



cetiom in their reerefttiont, you lee bat a ptrtlal new 
of liieir cluiractcr, when God and futurity are abfleat 
from the mind. Be assured, they are aa far from ml 
happiness as yourselves. See tliem when flieir wisbes 
are frustrated, when tlieir pride is mortified, tnd yoM 
hear them blasplieming one another with a fwy Sk% 
demons ; or see them pursinng tlieir lusts, to the lUer 
ruin of unproteeted innocence, and say, whether tiiey 
can be happy who make others miseralile ? Look ^t 
their end, when rice has superindueed disease, vfA 
rendered them incapable of pleasure. Their fanilici 
aonceal them in their chambers, lest the alarauiig 
dtuation of their minds should transpire, and lestiny 
one should speak to them concerning religion. A 
wretch in this situation is almndoned by all liisto- 
luptttous comfwnions; or shoukl a few hare the hard- 
aess to see the termination of a sinful life, it is.htft to 
increase bis wretchedness by false and deluslTe hopes. 
" Have a good heart,'' say they ; '^ fcieep up yoor spi- 
rits, you will soon recover." And when they are re- 
tired from his chamber, they say, ^ alas ! poor fnan^ 
he is not long for this world !" If this man take a 
view of the gay and pleasurable scenes he once en- 
Joyed, they do but increase his misery, for he cannot 
enjoy them now ; and il\ he look forward to futurity, 
the very thought is insupportable. He sinks between 
these precipices, like a man in an earthquake, and 
the rocks falling on both sides, complete his destruC' 
tion. From this inundation of vice arid misery there 
is no retreat, but to the ark of Jesus Christ; for all ^ 
shall perish who are not encircled with his arms. 

Be dot discouraged, nor say, as many do, that yon 
aannot resist the force of temptation, and refrain from 
sin, for that were to charge your folly upon your 
maker. Hquor and politeness do, on a thousand oc- 
casions, restf<feiin men from sin, which proves that God 
1th not forsaken them, and that by watchfulness and 
war they might refrain on all occasions. That the 
■m depravity m\g)[\l Vie no e^<^u«e for sin, the Lord 
^Jias- restored \he ixaeOioui ^l >}daV^^vbAl «u2&8^ 
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fallen man again by the grace of the new corenant, 
ta a state of prdtiation. His Spirit strives with maii, 
and convinces him of sin. One, two, or five talents 
HtB delivered to all his servants; and the gospel k 
sent to- every creature. The grace of Go<l, that bring- 
eth salvation to all men, hath a|)peared, teaching us 
that denying ungodlioess and worldly desires, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this pre- 
sent worfd, looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious ap{>earance of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. If our nature incline us to sensuality, 
BQger, :and pride, ihe motions of his grace incline us 
to meekness, purity, and love. If the example of bad 
joaen prompts us to vice, the example of good men 
l^jpinpts us to virtue. . If evil angels tempt and seduoe 
US' to sin, good angels are ever ready to warn us, and 
retrieve us from it. Were it not in consideration of 
this moral liberty, it would-be absurd to^ 
to see, the deaf to hear, and the dead to 
that this grace is given in sufi&cient proportion" 
restoration of holiness, is manifest from universal el 
perience. Jews, heathens, and ChViatians, have sec- 
ired God in the most perilous times and profligltte 
courts: hence, if we do perish, our ruin is not to be 
attributed to any imaginary decrees, io. the fall of 
Adam, or the force of temptation; it is because we 
reject the counsel of God against ourselves. Free- 
will, through grace, and universal redemption, are 
taught by common consent among the fathers. They 
know nothing of fate and necessity, or of Absolute 
predestination, doctrines which chill the soul of ac- 
tive virtue, and are shameful libels on the moral ^d 
gracious economy of providence. 

The human nature being so for ennobled, 
raised again to a state of probation, aqd iafii^_ 
happiness or misery have their centre jh ^velj^mfaV^ 
bosom ; and he is now called upon to iKke his choice, : 
whether be will have Christ and his cross here, and 
glory hereafter; or whether he will remain J^e dup^.*- 
•f sin and delusive happiness, till lift ^V\% "* " 
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<THi;h( or (ol\y itiiO vW, nnil uniler th« frtiwiii tt Al- 
iniKhtf Gotl. To Itcsilatf h a critnp, an<1 finally la 
ifject the goi>)iH ie tli^ coii^nmTiinttoii ot guilt If 
these truths have mrt your thoughts, and morci) yon 
heart ; if they have revived or aclile<t to four fonnn 
tpmd itnpr^tions, bensre of loung them at heietororc 

Let the tear ftow; let the heart relieve it?elfinllic 
-weelBsH or contrition, and liy earnest supplicslioa 
to Ooil- Retire to your closet, and there, on yom 
beuiled kncep, enler into r on/nant -,vHh your linker. 
V«B, by a noble effort of the soul, whioh angels shall 
admire, and Iieaven applaud, resolve at once toili!- 
engage yourstlf from nil the ensnarementB of rkr, 
nnd to dedicate all your fttture life to (iod, according 
lo the doctrine and example of hia Son Jesiw Chriii- 

Some who are disposed to a holy life suffer mucb 
^erpicxily for want of proper ideas concerning tht 



and necessity of the nerv birth, which is (iM J 
EAa«f Ufe, and the only way to the kingdom. Many, | 
lu reading the scriptures, in a manner overlook it; i 
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life, and the only way to the kingdom. Many, 
ling the scriptures, in a manner overlook it; i 
md propose, by abstaining; from sin. and living right- 
eously, to obtain the divine favor. This is depend- 
ing on our own good endeavor? for justification; oral 
least, it is associating them ivi( h the merits of Christ, 
which IB highly improper. All that a sinner cln do, 
ii to use (he grace he has receii'ed of the Lord; fw 
who can bring a clean tiling cut of an unclean 1 or 
how cab the defiled prepare themselves for the bofom 
of the Jnst and Koly One ? We most therefore re- 
• eive the Holy Spirit, to be in us a principle of re- 
generation, that we may be made partaiiera of lh« 
diiine nalnre, and renewed flfter the image of (,hriit 
in^hlcousneis rnd true holinefs. By grace weare 
iMlllhroiiEili'iMth; and that not of ourselves, itisof 
Goff: not oi woi lis, lest any man ehoidd boast. Thai, 
except a maoire born of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingv>m of God. 

Conie,lhcn, witli a humiliating tense ofyoirti** 
'/ulnes^^nnd misery, and «f a total inability to help 
i^oaneU. Take a, view ol XV» Vsr\ ^iisonCYonal ■ 
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wilBiig and able to tsaye you to the uttermost, and 
cast your soul on his meiite in some such words as 
these: for Mhe point of importance is, the inward dis- 
|K>silion of the mind f where the dependence for pardon 
mod hoKness is really placed ; not w^at the lang^e 
h in which men express themselves."^ 

[An act cffaiih^ or cai^tdential prayer.]l 
O most gracious, adorable, and glorioas Refkemer f 
Cby poor fallen creature, unable to iMild out any longer 
«gftiii»t thy truth and graiee, presumes to come and 
^pioatrateat thy door f Have compassion upon me ac- 
cfNDdiiig to the bowels of thy mercy, and abundant 
foTing kindness. I hay^sinned against heaven, and 
in thy sight t sinned times without number a^lnst 
thy light and Iove,'and have no refuge but thine open 
wrms. If thoi^cast me off, I am lost and tftidone for 
e^er t If thou bide thyfoee, darkness is my dwel^g, 
and anguSsh my abode. But, O most compasMoakte 
High Priest t who art touched with the fedKngef all 
nay intonlties, remeioiber, I beseech thee, all thy 
^Hef and pain, and anguish and death forme; a»^ 
all thy train of mercies towards a sinner long sitHight, 
and long pursued. Emboldened by these, I come 
and fall at thy feet. Look on thine agony, and give 
me peace; on thy^K)rrow8, and wipe away my tears ; 
on thy wounds, and heal my^ broken heart. Let 
not Satan exult iti taking the ^ey from the hand of 
the ihighty ; nor let the corruption of my nature be 
atronger than the powefr ot thy grace* O Lord, in 
defiance <)f my unbelief, I acknowledge thy wHIing^ 
ness to «ave a siiiful wortnv The shedding of tl^ 
Mood demonstrators thy willingness to wash away my 
sins ; the laying down Of thy life, cohVinees me howf. 
willing thou art I should five; and the extendinj;^ w 
thy arms, proves thy readiness to recellp me to thtr 
bosom of thy everlasting love. Thy promised and: 
invitations are for the weary and h^avy laden,^ for the- 
poorand wretched, for the halt and the blind. The^^ 

• Wiibarfote'i 1Wtka\ VisPTvltA. 
&2 
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aU idrtOfy ■>▼ nUie. n4 hmor (« we Ibe Uewiu^. 
II «•■■ < wii|nw iiw w« t*- ll%k PhMl ! 1 ht-K come in 
Uww mn* spfuukled «•/ : I c(muc gvittj to n.«eiv« 
apamlue: nbvnblr. UoMMiaawfc; ; ■ad wreielud, 
lo W nuik hapfT. I cuuc K puor captive ta W Hbe- 
f^(d; bi^lyi.; ami imply. t« be &U«I with (kf 
fiomrr aBdcnrr; and lowlril witb <iA. I» evkMe llir 
>«ltf:rW ti«or- Hm I bll »1 thy (r«t, and noulJ 
ffMUmbf irWl En*'**' liiuiiililj ; I h •xikl i>rieTe nitb 
<iiiji|iH ni|iHini ■: but kt ibe ctoud of thj- mrr- 
ilvirMn'Mlae Mi(nuti«», and ibe delays ofjufitice 
> feU la Ihr ealr«alir« of thy inerrj-. Hide thj fiiM 
(run tnjt •ins, anl btul out all mv tran^rosioiu; and 
t\ir Ike glory of ibj great tjuae, '• let it be udIo me 
nf'rordijiK to Ibr wonl.'* 

While the M^rtU «rf joar heart are dMlo^cd in Uib 
manner, at the throne of ^race, it will nut — it cSBOOt 
be hmg beCare your «oul U brutight iuto libert]''. Tlie 
Father of iD«rcie« cannot behold your distresi from 
ihe hiebest heareos, and forget his cODi|iasgion. Tbe 
saviour cannot see jour sorrows, and iiear your 
groans, and Torzet his agony in the garden, and all hit 
duSE-ringt on the cros^. He susfieads tbe blessing onlf 
till ) our heart b {)re[iared lo recwve it : and wheaefer 
that it the case, the love or God ahall be shed abroad 
in j-our heart by the Holy Ghost. Then you are born 
of Goi), and made a partaker of that holiness, withuat 
irhich no man shall see the Lord. 

But should the blessing be d4;layed, let not youi 
faoiWB fail. Wait for it in the frame already descn- 
bed ; wait with earnest eKpectalkxi, and with a grate- 
ful iialieace, that your state is not }t-orEe; and as the 
sun breaks forth on a dark and cloudy day, so will lh« 
liord !-iirpriseyoawithavisitofhislovc, and lift upon 
you the ligU of Ilia countenance. Or should you lie 
weak in fanRi and favored only with the drawiiiga of 
the Spirit, and with intervale of lucid hope ; or at moat, 
with no more than the momentary glowe of God's 
/ore; be not diaiiitiliid, iot ^uq ma-j ^^.t attun to tht 
me/inure of the futoeea <A tWwX. X(ni «tt M»'i.Vi>iii» 
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i)ie due iftlent because you have not five. The great- 
est saints had once a weak beginning. Let the closet 
share in the duties of the day; search the scriptures; 
read the experience of eminent Christians ; exercise 
yourself in hymns and spiritustl songs, and your faith 
and love will abundantly increase. 

This peculiar sensation of the divine favor being a 
prominent feature in Christian experience, and an in- 
dispensible qualification for heaven, it must not be 
passed over without a proper train of reflections. It 
is wholly owing to men's ignorance of this subject, 
that the state of the nominal and genuine Christian 
are so frequently confounde<l. 

In discussing the doctrine of the Spirit, I am aware 
of treading the ground, and moving in a sjthere, where 
many think that nothing but fanaticism occurs. They 
contend for a rational religion, and seem to dread enthu- 
siasm as the last of evils. But, with me, it is a decided 
point, that we cannot be made partakers of the divine 
nature without a divine influence : and the Holy Spirit 
acting on our mind and senses, we may be as conscious 
of the divine as of human operations. For example, Des 
Cartesbeg9M his system of philosophy with this axiom; 
Ego cogo^ergo sum. I think, therefore I am. Conscious 
of thought, he was conscious of existence. Just so we 
know that we have an understanding by our under- 
standing ; and we know that there is a sun by the 
light of the sun. Just so, St. Paul knew the thin^ 
of God by the Spirit of God, 1 Cor. ii. 12. The phi- 
losopher and the apostle lay down similar propositiomi, 
and draw similar conclusions. The force of argument 
is equally clear in both ; for the works of grace nevejr 
recede from the Vfofoundest scrutiny of the human 
mind. Let us trace its characteristics. 

1 . This comfort is not a mere warmth of the passions 
and affections, or a momentary transport of natural joy. 
If so, it would ebb and flow with the tide of our pleasr 
ing and painful occurrences ; and it is so far from do- 
ing this, that God often visits u&mtVi K\s:i%.\a\e«X^^^^ 
of bis lave when the mind is iiol]^«is\k>>3&»x\^ «;ci^^^^ 
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with aoy object ThU is a good argament for coik 
eluding, that this comfort is do reflex aet, imt altog^^ 
ther diviae. So it is considered by a poet, whom tl» 
irreiigions world hare not presumed to cliargc with 
eothosiasm. 

** What D04hiB( earttily givei or caa dcftrmr^ 
The ipyA^ cmlm wio^ipe, and ijtt bearUett j y.^* 

2. It is preceded by a suitable degite of repentaaes 
and humiliation for sin, and by faith in our Loid Je- 
sus Christ. To this there is no exception; the soul 
must renounce its sin^ and implore forgireness, bc^ 
fore it can possibly receive this approving sndle firoiB 
God, Acts ii. 38, 30. xix. 6. FasUng and prayer, lui- 
mility and self-^denial, happily tend to prepare the 
heart for grace ; but an act of fdth is the most accepta- 
ble saoriduce we can present to God, 

3. Wiien this comfort is giyen in a clear and pow- 
erful manner, it instantly changes our sorrow into joy, 
and our sighs and complaints into songs of salvation. 
It reverses all our fears and discouragements, occa- 
sioned by the evils which we suffer. *^ Though our 
outward man perish, our inward man is renewed daj 
by day. When my heart and my flesh faileth, God is 
the strengtii of my heart and my portion forever.'' 

4. It has a powerful effect in sanctifying the heart, 
and all its affections. The soul is filled with divine 
mmplicity and holy love. It hates all sin, and can- 
not bear a thought which is contrary to the will of 
God. It delights in loving and serving him with all 
its powers, and accounts no labors too severe, if sin- 
ners may be converted to him. The regenerate man 
is now in his right mind, he is clothed with humilitf) 
and seated at the feet of Christ. 

5. It is given in various degrees. While the seeker 
is engaged in religious exercise, a gracious promise 
of a reviving hope, attended with tins divine comfort, 

the moment, enk\ndVe%\nAYi<c^M\.. TVA& me usnallj 
the ^drawings of lYi^^sX^xef^X^^. '%qSl^9$«i^ 
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the heart is bo replenished with the lore of Ooid, that 
its sensations can scarcelj be concealed, we term it 
the direct witness of the Spirit, that we are the chil- 
dren of God by faith in Christ Jesus, Rom. viii. 15, 16. 

6. This divine comfort is mostly transient. Uea- 
Ten does not seem too profuse of its choicest favors. 
It is proper to remark this, that the young convert 
may not sink into despondency whenever it is with- 
drawn. The causes, however, he should diligently 
examine, that he may avoid them in future, and wiUi 
humility entreat the Lord to restore him to the joy of 
his salvation. *' In my prosperity I said, mj mooii^ 
tain is strong, 1 shall never be moved. Thou didst 
hide thy faee, and I was troubled. Lift thou upoD 
me the light of thy oountenance. Heaviness may en^ 
dure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.** 

7. This comfort is known to none but the regene- 
Vate, and it cannot be expressed but by analogy. Hence» 
it is frequently called nre, because it has a cheering 
effect on the soul, in ^ome sort similar to the effeet 
of fire on the body, when we return from the cold* 
It refines our dross, and consumes our sin. It is cal* 
led the earnest of our inheritance, and the first fruits of 
the Spirit, because as the earnest is really part of the 
price, and as the first fruits are really part of theharveft, 
%o this comfort is a genuine foretaste of heaven. In 
ttie same manner are those scriptures to be understpodi 
which speak of it by the analogy of wine and love. 

Now, the natural man, however wise and leamedf 
cannot extend his ideas beyond the letter pf scripture ; 
but here more is intended than language can convey. 
These inexpressible delights of £vine comfort are 
carefully raaiiced by the sacred writers. The word 
of God is sweeter than honey or the honey*comb: 
the peace of God passeth all understanding: the love 
of Christ passeth knowledge : the joy in the Holy 
Qhost is unspeakable and full of glory. If God has 
been pleased, in this way, to manifest himself unto us 
lu he does not tirito the world, may he exe.t voa^^^^u^ 
to hold the mjniery of faith in a f nxf^ t.OTaAVeAKi^« 
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8. It inereatet in oar hearU UD it hai coosoned 
•ur sin, and restored os to the image of God. It fie- 
qiientlj happens that the jronngconTert ttMj fldnki 
his warfare is completely past, though bat jnst beg:Bi. 
His heart may now, not unaptly, be compared to a 
j^rden, properly dressed and sown : it seems perfieetly 
free from weeds, because they do not appear: hut la 
a little time they spring up, aind if not eradicated soon 
oyer-run the ground. So it is with tlie latent cTilsof 
the human heart, pride, fretfulness, and unbelief. If 
these be not well subdued, and rooted up on their first 
appearance, tliey reduce the soul to a wilderness state. 
To this effect we are cautioned in the sacred scrip- 
tures. *' Let not sin reign in your mortal foodies. If 
ye live after (be flesh, ye shall die; but if ye, through 
the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall 
live. Let grace reign through righteousness, and be 
the power of God uuto an endless life.** 

The life of God in the soul is inseparably cosnect- 
ed with a progress in faith and holiness. We cannot 
remain at one stay in divine atlalnroents. The Chris- 
tian reiemhies a boat, which gains on the stream by 
rowing, but when the oars cease, it is carried back by 
the floi>d. Fresh supplies of grace must be derived 
every moment from God, the source of all felicity. 
The backslider can no more satisfy his soul with the 
recollection of past experience, than cattje can drink 
at exhausted pools. The river of life must flow 
through the heart with a constant stream, and glad- 
den the habitation of Goil. It is the end of divine 
predestination, or tlie order of God in the kingdom of 
grace, that we should be conformed to the image of 
his Son. " Leaving, therefore, the principles of the 
doctrine of Christ, let us go on to perfection." 

There was no virtue which the apostles were more 
solicitous their children should acquire, than a matu- 
rity in Christian holiness. It was the ultimate object 
of all their addresses, and lay nearest to their heart in 
■jUerotion. ** For this cause," says Paul to the Ephe- 
^^■ii^ ^^ I bow my knee uuV^ MYi^'^^^^t ^ ^^aK Lord 
^^^t» Christ ; thai he w ouH ^^twA iwvv^*wst««M|> ^ 
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•Uie riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might 
by his Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts by faith, that ye being rooted and 
grounded in loYe, may be able to comprehend with 
ill saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height, and to know the love of Christ which pas- 
seth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all thf 
fulness of God." When writing to the Thessalonians 
he prays for the same blessing: " and the very God 
of peace sanctify you wholly : and I pray God, that 
your whole spirit, and soul, and body, be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Faithful is he that hath called you, who also will de 
it." 

9. This farther work of grace is frequently spoken 
of as already attained by many of the established be- 
lievers. Our old man is crucified with Christ. Ye 
are dead, and your life is hid with Chi^ in GoA 
I live not, but Christ liveth in me. The^w of t^^ 
Spirit of life, which is in Christ Jesus, hath made me 
free from the law of Sin and death. We have known 
and believed the love that God hath unto us. God is 
love, and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God» 
and God in him. Herein is our love made perfect, 
that we may have boldness in the day of judgment, 
because as he is, so are we in this world. In this last 
and remarkable passage, St. John seems to consider 
divine love as a fire which converts every thing into 
its own substance. This cannot imply less than the 
total destruction of pride, anger, selfishness, and fear. 
" There is no fear in love : perfect love casteth out 
fear: he that feareth is not made perfect in love," If 
the roots of sin still remain alive in the believer* he 
cannot be said to be dead with Christ, and crucified 
to the world. 

10. We may further observe, that this advanced 
state of Christian holiness, is attained by faith. Our 
hearts are furified by converging with divine objects, 
" All we, Iseholding, as in a ^lafe^^ 1V\« ^Vw^ ^\ 
Lpnf, are cbanged into the Baiii« im^%e Ix^ym ^^' 
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